What a year this has been! 

Our look back at 2003 begins today 
with an overview of national stories. 
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Changes at historical society 

Longtime director Susan Stryker 
resigns; search on for replacement. 
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Getting Hedwig 

John Cameron Mitchell 
returns to the Castro, 
see Arts section 
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B.A.R. PUBLISHER 

Bob Ross dies 



by Cynthia Laird 


B ob Ross, who rose from working as 
a chef to publisher of the Bay Area 
Reporter , one of the country’s oldest 
and largest gay newspapers, died 
Wednesday night, December 10 at the Davies 
campus of California Pacific Medical Center in 
San Francisco. He was 69. 

The cause of death was complications from 
diabetes, said Tom Horn, the newspaper’s legal 
counsel and trustee of Mr. Ross’s estate. 

Mr. Ross had been ill for several months and 
was surrounded by friends at the time of his 
death. 

Horn emphasized that the weekly newspaper 
will continue publishing. 

“We will continue to put out a quality prod¬ 
uct. There will be no immediate changes,” Horn 
said Thursday, December 11. 

Many in the community reacted with sadness 
at the news last week. Assemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) adjourned Thursday’s As¬ 
sembly session in Mr. Ross’s memory; the Mer¬ 
chants of Upper Market and Castro Street low¬ 
ered the rainbow flag at Harvey Milk Plaza to 
half-staff last Friday. 


Supervisor Bevan Dufty, who adjourned 
Tuesday’s board meeting in Mr. Ross’s memory, 
called Mr. Ross’s death a “huge loss” for the com¬ 
munity. 

Said Carole Migden, chairwoman of the state 
Board of Equalization, “Bob Ross was a pioneer 
who early on crafted a personal and business 
success and helped launch the political influence 
of the LGBT community by founding the B.A.R. 
His contributions to innumerable charities, his 
potent leadership, and sharp advocacy ought to 
be remembered.” 

A resident of San Francisco since 1956, Mr. 
Ross founded the B.A.R. in April 1971 after he 
took a disliking to the independent bar rags that 
were being published in the early 1970s, for he 
saw them as containing nothing more than “vi¬ 
cious gossip,” and very little useful information 
for the community. So, as Mr. Ross recalled in a 
2001 interview on the occasion of the paper’s 
30th anniversary, he and his friend, Paul Bent¬ 
ley, decided that they would produce their own 
bar publication. Bentley left the venture within a 
few years and Mr. Ross continued on as publish- 
page 13 ► 













2 BAY AREA REPORTER 18 December 2003 








Barry Witt, DDS 


DONATE 


Alameda & The East Bay 


Alameda's most trusted 


and experienced Realtors 
are partners, and the 
East Bay's only gay 
real estate team! 


UNWANTED HAIR 
REMOVED PERMANENTLY 

...From All Parts of the Body 

fetal professionalism at reasonable rates 
in private, convenient Castro location. 


John Frizzell 

Registered Eleetrologist 


(415) 626-2729 


WWW.CASTROELECTROLOGY.COM 


ordinance 

ating Change conference in down¬ 
town Oakland in 1999. Witnesses 
reported that police treated the 
woman “like a criminal” and gay 
rights advocates lobbied Police 
Chief Richard Word and Mayor 
Jerry Brown for the liaison posi¬ 
tion in an effort to improve rela¬ 
tions with the LGBT community. 

“This frankly, is in large part an 
educational process,” Wan told the 
council, adding that a year ago “a 
lot of this was new to me.” 

And like most discussions sur- 
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New video addresses 
Latina/o community 
and HIV needs 


by Zak Szymanski 


T he sun through the win¬ 
dows made viewing diffi¬ 
cult, and the video was a 
rough cut of a work in progress, 
but the December 16 sneak pre¬ 
view of Nuestras Historias - Nues¬ 
tras Voces de liderazgo en el VIH 
was impressive nonetheless. 

The documentary was made 
possible by LLEGO, the national 
Latina/o lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender organization and com¬ 
munity partners including the local 
groups AGUILAS; AIDS Commu¬ 
nity Research Consortium; Center 
for AIDS Prevention Studies at 
UCSF; Hermanos de Luna y Sol; In¬ 
stitute Familiar de la Raza; San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation; 
Proyecto Contra SIDA Por Vida; 
and the San Francisco LGBT Com¬ 
munity Center’s Latino/a steering 
committee. Nuestras Historias is a 
film by Jose Partida and is produced 
by the company Groupo Vida. 

The video’s purpose is to pre¬ 
sent a different way of looking at 
HIV/AIDS to the Latina/o com¬ 
munities, and to inspire a new 
generation of community leaders. 
Tuesday’s sneak preview took 


place at the LGBT Community 
Center before a packed house in 
the Ceremonial Room, and was 
attended by many local and na¬ 
tional advocates from the field of 
Latina/o HIV/AIDS work. 

About an hour in length, the 
video captures a variety of Lati¬ 
no/a individuals from different 
generations who all work or vol¬ 
unteer for HIV/AIDS prevention, 
treatment, advocacy, and support. 
The featured subjects discuss the 
history of the AIDS epidemic, 
their own inspirations for getting 
involved, the multifaceted issues 
of being Latino/a and HIV-posi¬ 
tive, and their perspective on what 
it takes to create an impact on 
one’s community. 

One young man grew up with 
an HIV-positive father who was 
an intravenous drug user, and 
began making presentations to 
schools at the age of 14. 

Martin Ornelas-Quintero, the 
executive director of LLEGO, said 
his own inspiration includes com¬ 
ing of age in a generation “that ex¬ 
perienced its sexual awakening in 
the early years of AIDS,” and that 
he views his role as one of provid¬ 
ing “decisiveness, empathy, and 
fortitude.” 


Activist Gloria Nieto, the first 
Latina lesbian to ever address the 
Democratic National Convention, 
sees her own policy and advocacy 
work as a tribute to her fallen 
brothers. 

“It’s a belief in what one is 
called to do,” said Nieto of the 
qualities of a leader. 

Other activists interviewed 
noted the importance of being 
willing to call peers on their be¬ 
havior, to address addictions as 
part of disease transmission, and 
to take time off from the work in 
order to nurture the self. 

Tuesday’s preview allowed au¬ 
dience comments and feedback, 
much of which will be factored 
into the final product, according 
to LLEGO board member and de¬ 
velopment director Reymundo 
Anthony. 

“We’re serious about incorporat¬ 
ing community comments, so we 
plan to shoot a few more vignettes 
to include more transgenders and 
more women,” said Anthony. 

The final work will be subtitled 
in English and Spanish, and, once 
released, will be made available to 
community groups free of charge. 
Organizers are looking at a final 
release date of spring, 2004. ▼ 


Oakland OKs gender identity 


by Cynthia Laird 


he Oakland City Council 
voted unanimously to ex¬ 
pand its nondiscrimination 
ordinance to include gender iden¬ 
tity at its meeting Tuesday, De¬ 
cember 16. The measure was 
sponsored by openly gay Council 
member Danny Wan, and his col¬ 
leagues Council members Nancy 
Nadel and Jean Quan. 

The ordinance will not only 
provide protection for those who 


self-identify as transgender, but 
will also protect those individuals 
who are perceived to be gender 
variant from discrimination. 

The ordinance had the support 
of the Oakland Police Depart¬ 
ment, with Officer Rebecca 
Campbell, who serves as a liaison 
to the LGBT community, speaking 
in favor of the expanded protec¬ 
tions. The liaison position was 
created in the department follow¬ 
ing an attack against a transgen¬ 
der woman outside the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s Cre- 


Your CAR, TRUCK, BOAT OR RV 
Help people living with HIV & AIDS 

Free towing. Great tax benefits. We handle DMV paper work. 

l AIDS Donation Center 

f 1 - 888 - 698-5635 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 


CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


Sacred Coaching 

RCV. RANDY HIGGINS, PHD 

PSY 1 8 3 7 0 


YOU WILL DISCOVER THERE’S MUCH MORE TO 
YOUR LIFE THAN YOU IMAGINED. 

The world is changing - 
Join The Fun! 


510 - 830-7727 
WWW.4DCHU RCH.C0m 


SUTTER DENTAL 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
Formerly Michael W. Blevins, DDS & Associates 


ON-LINE 

www.sutterdental.com 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY ^ LASER WHITENING 
VENEERS & PERIODONTAL THERAPY # IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESICN & INVISIBLE BRACES 


GLEN PARK 
2790 Diamond Street 
(415) 585 1500 


DOWNTOWN 
450 Sutter Street, #1233 
(415) 986 6223 


This year, get out of line. 
Discover The UPS Store™. 


Visit The UPS Store this holiday: 

* Well get you in and out in no time. 

* Low UPS* rates. 

* Our Certified Packaging Experts 
will pack your items with care. 


2370 Market Street 
(at Castro) 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

Extended Holiday Hours 
(until December 23) 
M-F 9am-8pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm / 

Sun lOamSpm 


I " An drew Raskopf & David Gunderman, Realtors® 

510.205.3575 -or- 510.864.2024 
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Gay advertising 
has a banner year 



MEET YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND 


540 Georgia Ave. 
Vallejo, CA 94590 


Castro Gulch Golden Gate #5 

2352 Market St. 10601 San Pablo Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94114 El Cerrito, CA 94530 

City Entertainment Golden Gate #3 

960 Folsom St 739 El Camino Real 

San Francisco, CA 94107 Redwood City, CA 94063 

Cory's Smoke Shop Golden Gate #5 

2408 Telegraph Ave. 10601 San Pablo Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94612 El Cento, CA 94530 


GokSes2 

2138 Del Paso Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95815 


Does Your Mother Know 
407918th Street 
San Francisco, CA94114 


Hilltop Books 
2131 Hilltop Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001 

Hollywood Books 
5686 Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 


4057 18th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 


Rock Hard 

518 Castro Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 


Golden Gate #3 
739 El Camino Real 
Redwood City, CA 94063 


Goldies 1 
201 N. 12th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


System JO 


The Best PERSONAL LUBRICANT in the world 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

t wasn’t just a great year for 
gay television programs, 2003 
was also a banner year for gay 
advertising. And one cable station 
in particular helped to further 
erode the “commercial closet.” 

Thanks to Bravo’s successful 
block of queer programming, 
with its shows Boy Meets Boy and 
Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
running back to back on Tuesday 
nights this summer, the first block 
of commercials specifically aimed 
at queer consumers aired. 

“It is probably a first,” said 
Michael Wilke, the founder of the 
Commercial Closet, a Web site that 
tracks LGBT images in advertising. 
While gay publications have been 
used for decades to reach a na¬ 
tional audience, “the gay media is 
very limited in their reach.” 

Wilke spoke to members of Out 
and Equal Workplace Advocates at 
a holiday party held December 11 
at the LGBT Community Center. 
During his talk last week, Wilke 
said the benefit of cable for com¬ 
panies who want to advertise to the 
LGBT market is undeniable. 

Marketing on the regular 
broadcast stations is prohibitively 
expensive, and network executives 
may still shy away from gay mar¬ 
keting campaigns. 

“Most gay businesses aren’t very 
large and can’t afford ads on televi¬ 
sion” he said. “What part of the au¬ 


dience is gay? Nielsen doesn’t track 
this. There is no good research on 
what favorite programs the gay 
community has,” said Wilke. “In 
this case, one person decided by gut 
instinct this is the place to be.” 

He noted that the ads running 
on Bravo marked the first time 
that advertisers took an opportu¬ 
nity on television to reach a gay 
audience. The ads were remark¬ 
able in another way: they repre¬ 
sented the first time that gay com¬ 
panies used television to market 
their products. Interactive Male, a 
gay phone chat line, and Mygay- 
dar.com, an Internet site for gay 
men, both sought to advertise 
during the Tuesday nights. 

“Bravo isn’t expensive so these 
companies can afford to buy 
cable, especially because of the 
buzz these shows had been get¬ 
ting,” said Wilke. 

The ads didn’t come without 
some controversy. Bravo pulled 
the chat line ad after it aired, citing 
the production values of the spot 
as substandard. It also rejected 
Mygaydar’s ad due to the sexual 
content on the site. Time Warner 
did air the ad on its cable system 
during late night reruns of Oprah. 

Wilke said he believes Bravo 
“got cold feet from taking money 
from these ads. They are playing 
them again, but later at night.” 

This year also marked the pre¬ 
miere of an ad which had two 
endings, one for heterosexuals and 
one for homosexuals. Online trav¬ 


el discounter Orbitz created the 
spot, called “Hotel Matrix.” 

The spot, which uses Mari¬ 
onettes and is a throwback to the 
1960s children’s show Thunderbirds, 
begins when an Orbitz manager in¬ 
forms his employee, “A group of 
guys need a hotel in Miami for a 
party weekend, and money’s tight.” 

The next scene is of an Asian 
woman and a blonde man stand¬ 
ing on a balcony of their hotel. 
The woman comments how close 
they are to the beach and that the 
view is magnificent, and the man 
agrees, saying, “It certainly is...” 

Looking through binoculars, he 
is actually looking at another man 
lounging by the pool. Watching this, 
the Orbitz manager says, “Eye candy! 
The party boys will be pleased! An¬ 
other mission accomplished.” 

The second version of the ad 
drops the lingering stare at the 
poolside man and doesn’t include 
the reference to circuit parties. 

Orbitz - a joint effort by Amer¬ 
ican, Continental, Delta, North¬ 
west, and United airlines - created 
a dedicated gay travelers section a 
year ago that is now big business. 
When Wilke asked Jeff Marsh, the 
Chicago-based travel company’s, 
openly gay director of marketing 
strategy and promotions, about the 
ads, he said, “I’m trying to show 
Orbitz is a gay-friendly company, 
not just bring traffic to our site.” 

The ad ran not only on Bravo, 
but on BBC America during the 
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Greg Gormaft, DC 



CHINA TOUR SPECIALISTS 


BEIJING • 7 days/5 nights $885.00 @ 

^ YANGTSE DELIGHT ■ 9 days/7 nights $1,599.00 @ 



Phone:(915)433-4415 • Fax: (415) 433-4418 

IxBusixess 

Email: jetonsf@yahoo.com • Website: www.jet-onchina.com 

V) Yarn 

We can also customize your travel needs! CST1000047-10 


101 REASONS to use 

Jim Laufenberc 
and Lisa Camozzi 


AS YOUR REALTORS 


m m _ $m ^ 

in TOP CALIBER. #1 mm in m Francisco’s top selling office. 


[ 2 |T0U6H NEGOTIATORS, committed to settins you top dollar. 
I 4 | LOYALTY, building trust for life. 


DEPENDABILITY. WE’SE on the spot when you need us. 


1 6-1 01 1 CALL TODAY TO LEARN MORE!** . -415-621-4114 

jlm@s1-r6alty.com 


r Bring your smile into 
The 21st Century 

All phases of General & Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Lars Lindgren, D.D.S. 

Clement Lo, D.D.S. M.RH. 

3349 17th St. 4851 Mission Street 

Francisco, CA 94110 San Francisco, CA 94112 

415.861.9000 415.841.9200 

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED 


Is your chiropractor 

Engaging? 

Or do you leave with more questions than answers? 


GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankie Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle &. Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries &. Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening 8i weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

m 587-7000 m 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Sera) 


We invite you to experience 

compassionate chiropractic care 

in the comfort of our beautiful home in the Mission. 


Active Release Technique 
Sports Chiropractic 
Soft Tissue Injuries 
Joint Injuries/Pain 
Headaches/Neck Pain 


415 . 642.4363 


2762 21st Street 

in the Mission 


Brian Rizzo, DC 
















































4 BAY AREA REPORTER 18 December 2003 





lull IS 



* !§! ! a 

Street Address: 

6 oi Dolores Street ( 19 TH St. 6 Dolores) 

PHONE: 4i5.97O.8i49 
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Give great 
gifts this year 
for $5-$25 


Huge selection of cuddly 
Teddy Bears. Also, soaps, 
candles, gift sets & other 
unique stocking stuffers. 


415.920.6980 • WWW.AHNSF.COM 


We want to be your 
family practice. 


ANIMAL HEALTH NETWORK, INC. 

understands that your pet is a part of your 
family. Thar’s why we provide the 
individualized care you would expect for any 
member of your family. 


You’ll feel good knowing in a world of volume and bargain pet care, ANIMAL 
HEALTH NETWORK puts quality, service and your family above all else. 

We offer traditional Western medicine along with Chiropractic, Advanced Dental, 
Chinese Herbology and Homeopathy. 


We are located in the Diamond Heights Shopping Center with plenty of fire parking. 


5264 DIAMOND HEIGHTS BLVD. SF CA 94131 


Open Daily 12-7 / Closed Tues / 415-431-FLEA 
2344 Market Street / Between Castro & Noe 


CASTRO FLEA^^ 

MARKET 


San Francisco rolls 
out rapid HIV testing 



Faith Gaither-Davis, left, HIV services manager for Glide Health 
Services, and Peter Morris, who manages the rapid HIV test pilot project 
for Glide, demonstrate the test. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


fter a successful four- 
, month trial at Glide Health 
W m, Services, the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health is 
expanding rapid HIV testing to 15 
locations throughout the city over 
the next 12 months. 

Health officials stress that the 
rapid tests are not supplanting 
more traditional tests, such as 
blood draws or oral tests, which 
can take one to two weeks before 
results are known. Rapid testing is 
being offered as another option 
for people who want to know 
their HIV status. 

“Certain people may be more 
comfortable with rapid testing 
and some may want to stay with 
standard tests,” said Teri Dowling, 
coordinator of the health depart¬ 
ment’s HIV counseling and test¬ 
ing. “Rapid testing doesn’t elimi¬ 
nate other tests being available.” 

The test, made by OraSure 
Technologies and approved by the 
federal Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration on November 7, 2002, is a 
simple finger prick, similar to a 
blood sugar test. Within an hour 


of being pricked, a person can 
know their HIV status with 99 
percent accuracy. 

For those who test positive, a 
second blood test is administered 
and a follow-up visit is scheduled 
for a week later. Despite the need 
for a second test, Glide health of¬ 
ficials said they have found the test 
to be extremely accurate in detect¬ 


ing HIV. During FDA clinical tri¬ 
als, only one false-positive was 
found among 3,000 tests. 

“Clients accept this result as an 
HIV-positive result. They start in¬ 
corporating that into their life im¬ 
mediately,” said Peter Morris, a so¬ 
cial worker who oversaw Glide’s 
pilot test program. “If people 
page 19 ► 


Adoption.com sued for 
antigay discrimination 


by Zak Szymanski 


W ho knew that shopping 
for a family could be so 
easy? A few clicks around 
Adoption.com, the nation’s largest 
Internet business of its kind, and 
customers can view the pictures 
and profiles of hundreds of 
prospective parents and children 
in need of a home. 

But for all its consumer-friend¬ 
ly features, the site has one major 
obstacle for thousands of qualified 
people looking to adopt: it does 
not accept profiles from same-sex 
couples. 

On Tuesday, December 16, the 
National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, in conjunction with the 
law firm Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP, filed a complaint in 
San Francisco Superior Court 
against Adoption.com for its re¬ 
fusal to accept the profiles of 
same-sex couples who qualify as 
worthy and deserving potential 
parents. The lawsuit alleges that 
Adoption.com, by excluding all 


same-sex couples from using its 
services, violates California law 
that prohibits businesses from dis¬ 
criminating on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 

Offensive as the site may be by 
presenting people as commodi¬ 
ties, the real issue, said NCLR Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Kate Kendell, is 
that Adoption.com is “a huge site, 
with numerous portals that pro¬ 
vide comprehensive information 
and resources to couples who are 
seeking adoption.” 

The lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of Michael and Richard Butler, a 
gay couple from San Jose who are 
registered domestic partners in 
California and have been together 
for eight years. They are licensed 
and approved as potential adop¬ 
tive parents by the state of Cali¬ 
fornia, but upon submitting their 
information to Adoption.com, 
were turned down because of 
their sexual orientation. 

Kendell said that originally, 
there was no language on the site 
prohibiting same-sex couples 
from using the service. Once the 


legal issues were brought to Adop- 
tion.com’s attention with regard 
to the Butlers, the site’s eligibility 
requirements were carefully con¬ 
structed to welcome “traditional” 
families, and only those who are 
“legally married” in a union rec¬ 
ognized by all 50 states. 

“Using marital status as an ex¬ 
clusion is a red herring, a stand-in 
for hostility toward lesbian and 
gay couples,” said Kendell. “It is 
not a permitted basis for exclusion 
since there is no way for lesbian 
and gay couples to meet that re¬ 
quirement.” 

Adoption.com is based out of 
Tempe, Arizona, but its services 
reach potential parents across the 
country. Applying cyberspace to 
real space is a “somewhat untest¬ 
ed area of the law,” according to 
Kendell', but Adoption.com 
“specifically targets California and 
intentionally induces prospective 
adoptive parents from California 
to use their services. 

“Simply because it is not bricks 
and mortar does not give them a 
page 11 ► 


WINTER SOLSTICE 

An Interfaith Celebration 
for Buddhists, Pagans and Friends 

including music from the Spiral Dance Chorus 

Monday, December 22, 2003 
7:00 PM 


Q * at MCC San Franci: 

Interfaith Buddhist Spirituality in the tradition of 
www.qsangha.org | qsangha@mccsf.org | 415/ 


Coming in 2004 at Q-Sangha: 

Peace Is Every Step 

The Life and Work of Thich Nhat Hanh 
Film Screening | Monday, January 19, 7:00 PM 

Lunar New Year 

Q-Sangha One-Year Anniversary 
Monday, January 26, 7:00PM 

Door of Compassion 

Documentary Interview with Thich Nhat Hanh 
Film Screening | Monday, February 2,7:00 PM 


h Nhat Hanh 

i.2750 | 150 Eureka Street, in The Castro 
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New Year’s parties ring 
in funds for nonprofits 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


wo New Year’s Eve parties, 
one for lesbians and one for 
leathermen and bears, will 
not only celebrate 2004 in style 
but raise needed funds for worthy 
community causes. 

After the runaway success of last 
year’s inaugural party, Friction 
NYE is back for a second night of 
dancing to the sounds of DJ Matt 
Consola. The invitation-only party 
is a fundraiser for the AIDS Emer¬ 
gency Fund and the Positive Re¬ 
source Center. Only 300 people will 
be allowed in through the doors. 

Hosted by the producers of the 
monthly T-dance party Fusion, 
which is aimed at the leather and 
bear crowds, Friction NYE costs 
$30 in advance. Tickets will not be 
available at the door. 

This year’s event will take place 
at a new club space called Terra at 
511 Harrison Street, formerly 
Spectrum Gallery. The New Year’s 


Eve event will be the club’s debut. 

As the case with last year’s 
party, 100 percent of the ticket 
price will benefit the two charities. 
Last year’s event sold out in one 
week and raised more than $3,000 
for AEF and PRC. Tickets are 
available exclusively at The Bark¬ 
ing Frog at 2215 Market Street. 
For more information see 
www.frictionevents.com. 

Across town at the Carnelian 
Room, the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights and Bay Area 
Community of Women are host¬ 
ing their own lesbian New Year’s 
Eve party to ring in 2004. Dubbed 
“Dancin’ On Top of The World” 
the party will take place in the el¬ 
egant ballroom and bar atop the 
Bank of America Building. 

More than 780 feet up in the 
air on the 52nd floor, the ball¬ 
room overlooks Coit Tower, the 
Transamerica Pyramid, the Bay 
Bridge, and San Francisco Bay. 
Perched over the waterfront, the 
locale offers dramatic views of the 


city’s annual fireworks display at 
midnight. 

The party will take place from 
8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. and tickets 
cost $95 per person. The evening 
will include dancing, gourmet 
hors d’oeuvres, and a champagne 
toast. 

The two organizations have 
also brokered a deal with the near¬ 
by Omni Hotel. A double-occu¬ 
pancy room which normally runs 
$329 will be offered for $165 to 
those attending the party and in¬ 
cludes valet overnight parking. To 
make a reservation, call (415) 677- 
9494, ask for in-house reserva¬ 
tions, and mention the NCLR and 
BACW New Year’s Eve room 
block. 

The proceeds for the event will 
benefit the two group’s A Fund of 
Our Own. To purchase tickets, go 
to www.ticketweb.com and enter 
the keyword “nclr.” Tickets can 
also be bought by calling 1-866- 
468-3399. ▼ 



Gay Asian chorus presents holiday concert 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


he Gay Asian Pacific Al¬ 
liance’s Men’s Chorus will 
bring an international flare 
to the annual holiday concert 
season when it takes to the stage 
this weekends 

The concert, “A Night Divine,” 
will take place tomorrow night 
(Friday, December 19) and fea¬ 
ture traditional holiday songs 
from around the world. The 
hourlong performance will in¬ 
clude classical pieces as well as 
pop standards, folk tunes, and 
gospel-inspired songs. 

Members of the choral group 
have a multilingual repertoire, 
which includes songs in Man¬ 
darin, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Kore¬ 
an, Japanese, Hawaiian, English, 
Latin, French, and Italian. A hall¬ 
mark of the holiday concert is the 
sing-a-long, where the audience 
can join in as the chorus sings 
Christmas carols sung in Asian 
languages. 

Entering its 15th anniversary 
year, the GAPA Men’s Chorus was 
begun in 1989 to provide a show¬ 
case for the vocal musical talents 
of gay Asian Pacific men. The 
chorus is one of the first ethni¬ 
cally-based gay choral groups. 

Through this cultural pro- 


GAPA members host their holiday concert Friday. 


gram, GAPA has worked to en¬ 
courage artistic expression with¬ 
in the gay Asian Pacific commu¬ 
nity. Since it was formed, the 
choral group has promoted gay 
Asian Pacific achievement in the 
arts within both the broader gay 
community and the general 
Asian Pacific population. 


Tickets for the show are $5 
and include admission to a post¬ 
show reception. The performance 
begins at 8 p.m. at Bethany Unit¬ 
ed Methodist Church, 1268 Clip¬ 
per Street at Sanchez in Noe Val¬ 
ley. 

To make reservations, e-mail 
gapachorus@aol.com. ▼ 
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The end of an era 


' here is great sadness here at the Bay 

- Area Reporter. We have lost our 
founder, and the greater gay commu¬ 
nity lost a leader, when publisher Bob Ross 
died December 10 after battling diabetes. He 
was 69. 

At our annual holiday party Tuesday 
night, the drinks were flowing as were the 
tears - many of us had stories to share about 
Bob, who started the newspaper in 1971 and 
built it into a powerhouse within the gay 
community. 

Bob was a leader in the truest sense of 
the word. He gave many of us the opportu¬ 
nity to use our talents to keep the LGBT 
community informed through the paper, 
and he supported many gay and AIDS char¬ 
ities, as well as other cultural institutions in 
the city, with generous financial donations. 
The B.A.R. arguably paved the way for nu¬ 
merous other gay newspapers across the 
country, as the success of the paper proved 
that there was a readership eager for news 
and advertisers willing to support it. 

Not everyone, of course, agreed with 
Bob. Tn recent years, the newspaper’s en¬ 
dorsements for local political offices and 
propositions would often bring a firestorm 
of criticism and many letters to the editor. 
The more progressive members of the com¬ 
munity in particular were often at odds with 
Bob. 

At times we were too. Bob was of an ear¬ 
lier generation, and sometimes that came 
through loud and clear. He especially de¬ 
tested the use of the word “queer.” Having 
the word appear in headlines was one of the 
cardinal gaffes. “I’m not queer, and when I 
am queer, I’ll let you know, dammit,” was an 
outburst we heard from him many times. 
Lately, some in the community have been 
identifying as queer, in part to take back the 
word that had been used as an insult. Over 
time, he seemed less angry if we referred to 
“queer youth,” and that would be okay; he 
understood that young people were identi¬ 
fying themselves that way. But adults his age 
weren’t queer, no siree. Never mind that sev¬ 
eral of his peers used the word to describe 
themselves when talking with us or writing 
letters. And we’d include that word in the 


stories, somehow hoping that Bob would 
see the comments and realize that other 
people his age did use the q-word. 

And the stories about Bob’s legendary 
temper are true as well. Staffers still remem¬ 
ber the infamous “potato throw” at 
the holiday party several years ago 
when Bob was served a baked 
potato still in the foil and , 
promptly hurtled it across the 
room. 

But for all of that, there are many 
fond memories and many stories of 
Bob’s involvement with local LGBT or¬ 
ganizations. He loved the com¬ 
munity here,<and was angered 
by the religious right’s con¬ 
stant efforts to discriminate 
against us and spew hateful rhetoric. He 
didn’t back down when local politicians 
made their mistakes and put the communi¬ 
ty in the crosshairs. 

A former Navy man, he wanted gays to 
serve openly in the military and knew they 


had served in the armed forces for years - as 
he had himself. 

Most of all, however, the founding of the 
newspaper gave gays a voice and a sense of 
community, and helped keep people in¬ 
formed in an era of police raids, violent gay 
bashings, and rampant discrimination. 
Gay men often said, “Grab a girl” 
when the police were on their way, 
general manager Mike Yamashita re¬ 
counted during an emotional speech 
to the staff Tuesday. When the paper 
started, gays couldn’t hold hands while 
J walking down the street in San 
Francisco, he tearfully added. 

Yes, Bob had a vision, and 
he allowed the paper to grow 
into the respected publication 
that it is today. 

We will continue putting out the paper 
every week, and aim higher as the commu¬ 
nity moves forward without one of its most 
influential leaders. 

We miss you, Bob. T 




The final battle is here 


by Molly McKay & Davina Kotulski 


s two of many activists who have been 
fighting for years to secure civil mar¬ 
riage rights for same sex couples, we 
can hardly believe the visibility this issue is 
finally getting within the non-gay commu¬ 
nity. Forget football, America’s new favorite 
pastime is voting in online Internet polls 
about whether gay people should be permit¬ 
ted entry into the institution of marriage. 

The number of “gay” weddings one has 
attended is now a sign of social status dis¬ 
cussed at non-gay cocktail parties. Your 
non-gay friends and families are bombard¬ 
ing your e-mail account with supportive ar¬ 
ticles they have forwarded to you. The in¬ 
formal gay-straight alliance movement is in 
full swing and we see the weight of public 
opinion finally tilting our way. 

A large number of non-gay Americans 
have enthusiastically swept gay people off 
their feet and stand positioned to carry us 
across the threshold into our dream home 
of full citizenship. But, are the majority of 
voters truly ready to fulfill their promise, or 
will they get cold feet, step backwards, claim 
not to be ready, and ask if we wouldn’t 
rather just continue to live together a bit 
longer to be sure we are all ready for this 
new commitment to one another? 

There are also still some in the gay com¬ 
munity dragging their feet on the marriage 
issue. Some equate the “gay lifestyle” with 
freedom from traditional institutions like the 
military and marriage; some are still not com¬ 
fortable with the implications of community 
property and divorce court despite 10 years 
of living together. We have heard comments 
that this is just the “good gays” wanting the 
white picket fences and happily evers that 
“real queers” should sneer at. We’ve had 
friends complain that their mothers have 


caught wind of the reality that being gay no 
longer forecloses grandchildren and are now 
publicly campaigning for their partners to 
consider adopting children. The non-gay 
community isn’t the only community under¬ 
going a cultural war on same-sex marriage. 

The Lawrence decision was a litmus test 
indicating the community’s coming of age. 
The holding of Lawrence striking down 
sodomy laws because it “demeans and 
stigmatizes” gay people held the 
promise of a new day, which was 
fulfilled just five months later with 
the Massachusetts marriage deci¬ 
sion. 

What’s in store for 2004? The 
final battle is here. Like it or not, 
ready or not, the time is 
now. The Massachusetts 
marriage decision is dif¬ 
ferent than its precursors 
in Hawaii and Alaska, in part because its 
state Constitution cannot be amended until 
after the deadline imposed by the court to 
start handing out marriage licenses, and also 
due in part to the change in non-gay atti¬ 
tudes following marriage in Canada, the 
historic civil rights tone of the Lawrence de¬ 
cision, Will & Grace , and some supportive 
Democratic presidential candidates. 

The conservatives, after losing out on in¬ 
terracial marriage, no-fault divorce, birth 
control, and abortion, have now declared 
that continuing the heterosexual-only poli¬ 
cy on civil marriage licenses is the final 
stand against the Apocalypse. The proposed 
Federal Marriage Amendment is the red 
button being pushed by panicked and des¬ 
perate religious zealots to pull the plug on 
marriage for same-sex couples. 

The major Democratic presidential can¬ 
didates, secure in the belief that having a 
policy of antidiscrimination against gays 
and lesbians while holding firm against 


marriage equality was a viable option, are 
now scrambling to hold on to the quicksand 
of this untenable middle position. The 
Massachusetts decision has crystallized the 
issue down to you either support full equal¬ 
ity, or you stand against full equality for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 

What can we do to push the boulder over 
that last hurdle and get it to roll down the 
other side crushing the mantle of legalized 
homophobia in employment, housing, mil¬ 
itary service, and marriage? 

First, do not compromise in 
your own language and conver¬ 
sations with non-gay people. 
Stop saying “my domestic part¬ 
ner” and start saying “spouse.” 
So what if it is not yet 
legally accurate - what is 
the harm? 

Second, don’t sell the 
rest of us out. Domestic partnerships are 
not enough and neither are civil unions. 
Civil marriage is not a religious issue, it is a 
state sponsored contract that affords het¬ 
erosexual couples access to hundreds of 
state rights and over a thousand federal 
rights. The proposed FMA threatens to 
undo the separation of church and state, a 
core value that has permitted our country 
to flourish. 

Third, hold fast to discussing marriage at 
the family holiday gathering, be gentle or be 
firm, whatever your style, but don’t give any 
ground on this issue. Bring your fiance or 
spouse home for the holiday and gently cor¬ 
rect the relatives when they refer to him/her 
as your “friend” or “roommate.” 

Finally, get engaged with all non-gay 
people. Talk about marriage with your 
neighbors, family, co-workers, and grocery 
clerk. Get them to donate money, time, and 
letters to the cause. Most non-gay people 
page 19 ► 



































Loss of a community leader 

We at Falcon Studios are deeply saddened by the 
news of Bob Ross’s passing. He was a wonderful busi¬ 
ness partner to us over the years, and a great friend to 
me personally. I had the good fortune to meet Bob 
back in the early 1980s when I was dancing with the 
San Francisco Tap Troupe. From then on, Bob always 
seemed to be in the audience wherever we appeared, 
beginning what would become a long and close rela¬ 
tionship that lasted until his death. Bob was also a 
longtime friend of Chuck Holmes, Falcon’s founder, 
and used his business contacts and the B.A.R. to help 
bring greater acceptance of our business in the com¬ 
munity at large. After Chuck’s passing, Bob constant¬ 
ly supported our efforts to make life a little easier for 
others through the various charities that Falcon sup¬ 
ported. On a personal note, I will remember Bob best 
for the colorful anecdotes he supplied about the own¬ 
ing and running the PS Restaurant and Casa de Crys¬ 
tal. Somehow he just never could figure out how all 
his waiters eventually made it into Falcon films. Bob 
was a great friend, an amazing businessman, and a hu¬ 
manitarian. I will never forget him. 

Terry Mahaffey, President 
Falcon Family of Companies 
San Francisco 

I remember Bob Ross 

I worked for Bob Ross for roughly four and a half 
years from 1986 to midway through 1990. 

If I were to reminisce of the fond memo¬ 
ries I have of Bob, I am sure he would 
command the gods to hurl lightning 
bolts from Valhalla at my word processor. 

However, I am going to risk the wrath 
of Valhalla - surely an operatic location 
worthy of Bob Ross - to give the man 
his due. The GLBT community would¬ 
n’t be what it is today if it were not for 
this often gruff and more often brilliant 
man named Bob Ross. 

Shortly after I became an associate editor at the Bay 
Area Reporter, Bob approached me and told me that 
one of my duties was to edit the obituary page. Anyone 
who has ever worked in mainstream journalism knows 
that writing obits is not glamorous journalism. 

Bob, however, gave me an assignment that I came 
to know as an honor. The B.A.R. obit page may very 
well have been the supreme gift of therapy to our 
community in those early days when we were ravaged 
by AIDS. 

“Don’t be fancy, honey,” Bob said with the gruff 
tone that only he could turn into sweet and sour 
sauce, “but just edit the obits for spelling and punc¬ 
tuation. Leave the gist of what their loved ones want 
to say about them the way they remember them.” 

For three years, I did just that, whether it was a life¬ 
long friend writing of his buddy who wore a T-shirt 
that proclaimed “Faggots are fantastic!” at a Gay Pride 
Parade or a retired Lutheran minister dropping off an 
obit on a rainy Saturday morning because “Paul’s 
friends said this was the way they would know.” Be¬ 
fore I worked for the B.A.R., I worked for two dailies 
in the Midwest, but I learned the meaning of “com¬ 
munity journalism” when I worked for Bob Ross. 

I also remember an incident which revealed the 
power of the B.A.R. after less than two decades in 
business. We printed an article about a research group 
hired by the Republicans. We quoted one of the re¬ 
searchers who said how “embarrassing” Representa¬ 
tive William Dannemeyer - then a rabidly antigay 
congressman from Southern California - was to the 
party. 

A few days after the article appeared, we received a 
call late in the afternoon. For 10 minutes, Dan¬ 
nemeyer railed at 10,000 decibels at our receptionist, 
Ann West. The “Mister Bluster” of Congress had 
learned that Bob Ross’s paper had some clout. 

Anyone who has ever seen the B.A.R. in its early 
existence knew the paper had come a long way from 
the days when it reported bar gossip. Whether it was 
about politics or medicine or entertainment or yes, 
obits, bare chests, and full-length gowns, the B.A.R. 
had become the complete example of a community 
newspaper. 

We all owe a lot to you, Bob. 

Will Snyder 
San Francisco 

Bob Ross remembered 

Bob was a cherished part of San Francisco. His vi¬ 
sion, integrity, talent, and ability gave focus to the 
LGBT movement as he realized the potential strength. 
He was a leader in so many areas , AIDS, the Federa¬ 
tion of Gay Games, and the Tavern Guild, which con¬ 
tinues to serve all of us through the Community 
Thrift Store. He embraced other causes such as the 
San Francisco Ballet and Meals on Wheels. 

He was a strong man, a decisive man, a man of loy¬ 
alty to friends and ideas. He was always there when he 
was needed. I recall one of the first Gay Pride Parades 
when he escorted us in his convertible to be in the 
forefront of the day. Bob and my husband, the late 
Senator Milton Marks, discussed LGBT legislation 
throughout the early pioneering days of my husband’s 


legislative tenure. He knew that Bob had the pulse of 
the community and the wisdom to lead. 

I rejoice in Bob’s life. He knew what to do. He did 
it in courageous fashion. 

Others can also write about his manifold accom¬ 
plishments. For me my cherished memory is of our 
friend who was ever a loyal friend, part of our family. 
Such a personal relationship is especially meaningful 
for all of us in political life. My children felt this bond 
from their earliest days. Each of them, Milton, Carol, 
and David join me in shared sorrow. We shall hold 
him in our hearts as we follow his example in com¬ 
munity service. 

In the Jewish religion when a fine person dies, we 
say, “May he (or she) be inscribed for blessing.” May 
Bob be so inscribed. 

Carolene Marks 
San Francisco 

Democrats must change 

As the National Democratic Party celebrates the 
victory of Gavin Newsom and the local media de¬ 
scribes him as a “rising star,” I think it’s very impor¬ 
tant to note that the majority of San Francisco De¬ 
mocrats voted for Matt Gonzalez. It’s clear that the 
margin of victory can be credited to the city’s Repub¬ 
licans, who overwhelmingly supported Gavin New¬ 
som. This is not something the Democratic leaders 
should be proud of. 

Although Gavin’s status has been elevated, he lacks 

a local mandate within his own party, and thus, 
he may be standing on a house of cards. 

I Meanwhile, frustrated progressive Democ¬ 
rats will continue to leave the party in dis¬ 
gust. If the Democrats want to stop this 
attrition, they need to stand behind can¬ 
didates who more fully represent the val¬ 
ues of the whole party. 

Tom Scott 
San Francisco 

Next time, vote absentee 

Advice to my fellow queer supporters of Matt 
Gonzalez: next time, please vote absentee. 

Gavin Newsom gained many votes, perhaps his 
winning 5 percent, by encouraging supporters to do so. 

Anyone who voted by mail, or who voted early at 
City Hall, wasn’t discouraged by the bad weather on 
December 9, by needing to figure out the boundaries 
of their precinct, by searching for their correct (and 
perhaps obscure) polling place, by having to carve 
time out of a busy Tuesday, by having to stand in line, 
etc. “Absentee” is Latin for “less hassle, more success”. 

So all queers, and all progressives, should get perma¬ 
nent absentee voter status. Under a new California law, 
you don’t need a reason. Any voter can sign up to have a 
ballot mailed to them, automatically, for all fUture elec¬ 
tions. You can mail it back in the postpaid envelope, or 
deliver it early to City Hall, or drop it off at any polling 
place (while bypassing any line of waiting voters). 

If more of us get permanent absentee status, politi¬ 
cians will know we’re more likely to succeed in actu¬ 
ally voting (as contrasted with merely “intending” to 
vote). The two groups who have the highest voting 
rates are senior citizens and absentee voters. If you 
join the latter group, you’ll be more effective as a cit¬ 
izen. 

Tortuga Bi Liberty 
• San Francisco 

Glad Matt didn’t win 

Many thanks to the voters of San Francisco for 
wisely rejecting the candidacy of avowed Marxist 
Comrade Matt Gonzalez. If he had emerged victori¬ 
ous, one wonders after whom he would have styled 
his leadership - Lenin, Stalin or Pol Pot. 

John M. Farrell 
San Francisco 

Holiday treat 

One evening last week between seasonal rain 
showers, I noticed something unusual at the top of 
the stairs'fiy the Harvey Milk Plaza Muni station in 
the Castro. An artist was setting up racks to display 
his art. I talked to him - apparently there is a tempo¬ 
rary program during the holiday season to allow 
artists with permits to have space in the Castro. His 
name is Vernon Viehe, and he is a photographer. His 
work includes images of San Francisco, including un¬ 
usual compositions based on local architecture - 
which in some cases he has mirrored to produce a 
kaleidoscopic effect. Many of the works he had avail¬ 
able included imagery from the Castro — in fact, he 
lives in the neighborhood. While he has a Web site at 
www.vernv.com, he had many more images available 
in his display on the plaza. And I was surprised at how 
low he had the photos priced. I couldn’t resist buying 
a picture of an unconventional angle of the 
Transamerica Pyramid. 

I think that making this area available to artists is 
a great use of public space, and promotes interaction 
and community feeling. I am hopeful that this can be 
not just a seasonal feature. 

Larry-bob Roberts 
San Francisco 
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The rest of the stories 


by Paula Martinac 

JK A Jf ith all the high-profile 
W ? ' gay triumphs of the past 
1' W year, it’s clear we’ll be 
talking about 2003 for a long time. 
After all, it was the year of 
Lawrence v. Texas, of Bishop Gene 
Robinson, and of the Massachu¬ 
setts marriage decision. However, 
there were many other significant 
news stories that didn’t grab head¬ 
lines, but that hold great hope for 
the ultimate success of the gay 
movement. 

1. With the historic news from 
Canada and Massachusetts about 
gay marriage, it was easy to over¬ 
look a significant domestic part¬ 
nership measure that passed this 
year. In November, the citizens of 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, over¬ 
whelmingly voted in favor of cre¬ 
ating a local domestic partners 
registry. What’s the big deal? The 
registry was created through a 
voter initiative, not by the city 
council, marking the first time 
ever that a pro-gay ballot initiative 
passed anywhere in the coun 
try. Usually gay organiza¬ 
tions and activists are ex¬ 
pending resources fighting 
off the ubiquitous antigay 
ballot initiatives that 
have plagued our com¬ 
munity. But the 
local group 
Heights Fami¬ 
lies for Equality, 
with support from the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, built 
a coalition of both gay and 
straight volunteers and took the 
important issue of lesbian and gay 
family recognition directly to the 
people of Cleveland Heights - and 
won. 

2. Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund scored a major 
triumph and garnered a lot of 
publicity last June when the U.S. 
Supreme Court struck down 
sodomy laws. But Lambda Legal 
wins smaller cases all the time, 
and these may also have wide 
ramifications. Just this fall Lamb¬ 
da successfully settled a suit 
against the state-of Georgia and 
the United Methodist Children’s 
Home in Decatur. The Methodist 
home had been using state tax¬ 
payer dollars for its social service 
work, then discriminating in its 
hiring policies against both gay 
people and Jews. The settlement - 


in which the state 
agreed not to fund reli- i 

gious groups that dis- ^ 
criminate and the home 
committed to a nondis¬ 
crimination policy - will have 
a significant impact on the 
debate over President , 
Bush’s controversial and . 
problematic “faith- 
based initiatives.” 

3. You may have 
read about 
another . 





against 
Cirque 

du Soleil filed this 
summer on behalf 
of Matthew Cusick, an HIV-posi¬ 
tive gymnast. But Lambda had a 
much smaller HIV-related tri¬ 
umph this year. After Cecil Little, a 
50-year-old Louisiana stroke vic¬ 
tim, was discharged from 
the hospital, six nearby 
nursing homes turned 
him down for admittance 
because he is HIV-posi¬ 
tive. Little had to enter a 
home 160 miles away, mak¬ 
ing it difficult 
for family 
members to 
visit him. Faced 
with a Lambda suit and an inves¬ 
tigation from the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices, one of the six facilities final¬ 
ly agreed to admit Little - a small, 
personal victory for him and his 
family. But Lambda sees nursing 
home discrimination as a growing 
national problem, one that will 
become more acute as people with 
HIV continue to live longer and 
gay baby boomers reach their se¬ 
nior years. 

4. There’s been a lot of atten¬ 
tion paid to polls showing African 
Americans overwhelmingly op¬ 
posed to same-sex marriage rights 
because of religious beliefs. But we 
hear almost nothing when impor¬ 
tant alliances are formed between 
the African American and gay 
communities. This past summer, 
on the 40th anniversary of the 
Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., NGLTF Executive 


Director 
Matt 
Fore- 
man 

was called 
on to speak 
at the rally on be¬ 
half of the GLBT 
community. 
This historic 
invitation 
V recognized 
the important 
role that Ba¬ 
yard Rustin, a 
gay man, 
played in orga¬ 
nizing the 1963 
March on Washington. 

5. The introduction 
of the Republican- 
5 sponsored Federal 
Marriage Amendment 
into Congress may 
make us forget that we 
have staunch allies on both sides of 
the aisle. This fall Representative 
Christopher Shays (R-Connecti- 
cut) joined Representative Tom 
Lantos (D-California) to introduce 
a bipartisan resolution condemn¬ 
ing human-rights violations based 
on sexual orientation or gender 
identity. The resolution would aug¬ 
ment the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights passed by the Unit¬ 
ed Nations in 1948 - a policy ig¬ 
nored in scores of countries 
around the globe when it comes to 
GLBT people, who may be impris¬ 
oned, tortured, or even executed 
simply for having consensual adult 
sex. This attempt to extend the res¬ 
olution to include queer people is 
recognition that “the United States 
has a tremendous responsibility to 
speak out and protect those who 
may not be able to protect them¬ 
selves,” said a Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign spokesperson. 

These are just five stories many 
of us missed while we were cele¬ 
brating the year’s landmarks. They 
indicate that the geography of gay 
rights is made up not just of in¬ 
credible peaks, but of many small¬ 
er hills that also offer a view to the 
future. ▼ 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of Q Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PMcolumn@aol.com. 



T he Lesbian Health Research Center at the University of California, San Francisco held a holiday bene¬ 
fit gala dinner and dance party Saturday, December 13 at the Ramada Hotel in San Francisco. From 
left, co-directors Suzanne Dibble, RN and Dr, Patricia Robertson; co-founder Dixie Homing; Supervi¬ 
sor Bevan Dufty; and Jan Corlett, Ph.D., co-chair of the LHRC Community Leadership Circle. The center's 
mission is to enhance clinical practice and inform policy about the health care needs of and delivery of ser¬ 
vices to lesbians, bisexual women, and transgenders through research, postgraduate education and train¬ 
ing, and public service. For more information, visitwww.lesbianhealthinfo.org. 
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Bob Ross, left, and Wayne Friday in Sacramento in 1978 during a march against the Briggs initiative that 
would have banned gays from being teachers. The measure went down to defeat in November 1978, just weeks 
before Supervisor Harvey Milk was murdered. 


Newsom keeps S.F. 
in Democratic hands 


by Wayne Friday 


hough last week’s mayoral 
runoff election was closer 
than some had expected, 
Democrat Gavin Newsom scored 
a comfortable 5-percentage point 
win over Green Party candidate 
Matt Gonzalez and San Francis¬ 
co is still a very Democratic city. 

Clearly, the Gonzalez cam¬ 
paign can claim a victory of sorts 
in that the 20-point edge 
that Newsom had after 
the general election in 
November was reduced 
dramatically, but the 
15,000 vote plurality 
was by no means the 
closest San Francis¬ 
co mayoral race in 
recent histo¬ 
ry since the 
late Mayor 
George 

Moscone defeated his Republican 
challenger, John Barbageleta,by 

only 4,000 votes some 26 years 
ago. The Newsom campaign was 
clearly better organized, much 
better financed, and the results last 
Tuesday showed that organization 
and money will trump political 
fervor, or “buzz” as political writ¬ 
ers insist on calling it, every time. 

Board of Supervisors President 
Gonzalez and his supporters, 
however, can indeed take pride in 
a campaign that was put together 
quickly, underfunded badly, and 
still managed to come within 6 
percentage points of pulling an 
upset. 

Can Newsom govern success¬ 
fully after such a divided election? 
Of course he can, and I have no 
doubt that he will. Mayor-elect 
Newsom should sit down - soon 
- with his defeated opponent and 
seriously discuss where he and the 
board president want this city to 
go; Gonzalez has a lot to offer the 
new mayor and Newsom would 
be smart to listen to him and his 
ideas. 

Gonzalez truly ran a very im¬ 
pressive campaign but in the end 
one had the feeling that all of 


those thousands of house signs 
that appeared suddenly, the cars 
strategically placed on street cor¬ 
ners and near voting places, and 
the roaming band of young Green 
Party imports carrying his signs 
somehow gave a false impression 
of a groundswell. 

Newsom and the Democrats 
won and Gonzalez and his Green 
party lost, but both can be proud 
of the campaigns they undertook 
and, particularly of the gracious 
election night statement 
both men made. Gonza¬ 
lez was truly cool as he 
thanked his supporters 
and promised to “work 
with the new mayor 
when he agreed with 
him” and to speak out 
when he disagreed; and 
that is as it prob¬ 
ably should be. 
Both are bright 
young men who 
have much to offer San Francisco. 

The board colleagues who sup¬ 
ported Gonzalez were also ex¬ 
tending their hands to the mayor- 
elect, particularly Gerardo San¬ 
doval, who told reporters on elec¬ 
tion night that “most of us are 
open to working with the new 
mayor ... none of us want to be 
spending our time at City Flail if 
nothing is going to get done.” San¬ 
doval acknowledged that both the 
Board of Supervisors and the 
mayor’s office had a common goal 
by saying, “It’s impossible to 
achieve much without the board’s 
cooperation,” and promised his 
support of the new mayor. 

Though only two of Newsom’s 
colleagues - Supervisors Bevan 
Dufty and Fiona Ma - endorsed 
his candidacy, cooperation with 
the new mayor was clearly on the 
minds of the supervisors, with the 
possible exception of the seem¬ 
ingly ever-angry Chris Daly, who 
addressed the Gonzalez election 
night crowd by angrily bellowing, 
“If he [Newsom] wants to give big 
breaks to downtown businesses, if 
he wants to scapegoat immigrants 
and the poor, we’ll take his legs 
out.” That, however, is pretty 


much what most of San Francisco 
has come to expect of Daly. 

On the subject of his fellow su¬ 
pervisors, I suspect that a couple 
of them are seriously considering 
re-registering with the Green 
Party; it would be the honest thing 
to do. Other “loyal” longtime De¬ 
mocrats also bolted to the Green 
Party and it hasn’t gone unnoticed 
that former Mayor Art Agnos, 
once a Democratic Party power¬ 
house in Sacramento, publicly en¬ 
dorsed the Green Party candidate 
(though it’s questionable how 
much that one mattered). Former 
S.F. County Democratic chairper¬ 
son Carole Migden clearly 
snubbed Democrat Newsom (and 
marched in the recent Milk- 
Moscone candlelight memorial 
with Gonzalez) but Migden is 
safely headed for a state Senate 
seat and will no doubt remain a 
loyal Democrat. Migden is a smart 
(and very effective) politician and 
some who know her say she was 
merely “playing it safe” by trying 
to appease the Milk Democrat¬ 
ic/Green Club. 

Still, Gonzalez clearly picked 
up the votes of many, many De¬ 
mocrats in this heavily-Democra¬ 
tic city as the Green Party’s regis¬ 
tration the last time I checked was 
somewhere around 4 percent. Is 
San Francisco about to become a 
hot-bed for the Green Party? I 
doubt it. 

District Attorney Terence 
Hallinan, who reportedly was 
heard saying to reporters recently, 
“To hell with the Democratic 
Party,” went down to a decisive de¬ 
feat at the hands of a former pros¬ 
ecutor, Deputy City Attorney Ka- 
mala Harris, and the talented 
Harris not only defeated the hap¬ 
less Hallinan, she trumped him by 
more than 31,000 votes, or 13 per¬ 
centage points. Harris ran a good 
campaign, was clearly the better 
candidate, and in the end even 
negative campaigning, the help of 
Heidi Fleiss (what was that 
about?), and a last-minute en¬ 
dorsement of sorts in the form of 
a door-hanger from Bill Fazio 
next page ► 
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Who was Edith Piaf? 


by Liz Highleyman 


December 19, 1915 (88 years ago 
this week): Chanteuse Edith Piaf 
is born in Paris. 

rench chanteuse Edith Piaf - 
often called “the Little Spar¬ 
row” - gained renown as one 
of the most famous singers of her 
era. And, like other tragic female 
divas, Piaf has been regarded as an 
icon by many gay men. 

Piaf - nee Edith Giovanna 
Gassion - claimed she was born 
on a street corner in Paris’ 
Belleville neighborhood in De¬ 
cember 1915. She was neglected 
by her mother, a cafe and street 
singer and sometime prostitute. 
Her father, a traveling acrobat, 
arranged for young Edith to live 
with his mother, who worked in a 
Normandy brothel, until she 
reached the age of 7, when he 
made her part of his act. At 15, 
Piaf struck out with her half-sis¬ 
ter, Simone Berteaut, singing in 
the streets of Paris for money. The 
teenage Piaf became pregnant and 


gave birth to a daughter, who died 
of meningitis at age 2. 

In 1935, Louis Lepl£e, the pro¬ 
prietor of an elegant Champs 
Elysees nightclub, discovered Piaf 
singing in the street and coaxed 
her onto the stage despite her shy¬ 
ness. The tiny woman with the 
huge voice soon captured the 
hearts of Parisians with her 
poignant ballads. The fol¬ 
lowing year, Leplee was 
murdered, and Piaf, along 
with other denizens of the 
criminal underworld with 
whom she associated, was 
briefly considered a suspect. 

With the club 
closed, Piaf began an 
affair with an aspiring 
musician who helped 
her secure work at some of Paris’ 
most prestigious music halls. She 
later took up with Paul Meurisse, 
a young singer who introduced 
her to the upper-class, intellectual 
milieu. She became friends with 
celebrities such as actor Maurice 
Chevalier and playwright Jean 
Cocteau, who in 1940 wrote a play 
for Piaf based on her stormy rela¬ 


tionship with Meurisse. 

World War II had a profound 
effect on the artistic scene in Paris. 
Once the Nazis occupied France, 
all performers were required to 
have their material approved by 
German censors. Piaf was popular 
among the Germans, performing 
for high-ranking officers and en¬ 
tertaining members of the 
Gestapo at her apartment. 
Some Parisian antifascists 
felt she was too popular 
and suspected her of col¬ 
laboration, but she 
claimed to be part of the 
resistance and helped at 
least one person, 
Jewish composer 
Michel Emer, escape 
occupied France. 
Hugely famous by the war’s 
end, Piaf began a series of rela¬ 
tionships with younger men, play¬ 
ing the role of mentor as well as 
lover. Among these were actor 
Yves Montand, who met Piaf 
when they were both performing 
at the Moulin Rouge. In 1946-47, 
Piaf first toured the United States 
where - after an initially cool re¬ 
ception - she soon took the coun¬ 
try by storm. She befriended 
celebrities such as Orson Welles, 
Judy Garland, and Marlene Diet- 
rich, who remained a friend foT 
life and was reputedly her lover. 

In 1949, another of Piaf’s 
lovers, a Moroccan boxer, was 
killed in a plane crash, and beset 
by grief, she turned to alcohol. 
Further misfortune followed two 
years later when Piaf was involved 
in an automobile accident. Al¬ 
though her injuries healed, she be¬ 
came addicted to morphine. She 
began performing under the in- 


Our Man Friday 

◄ previous page 

(talk about sore losers) couldn’t 
pull “Kayo” through this time. 
Harris, a huge winner last week, 
will be just what the San Francis¬ 
co District Attorney’s office needs 
after eight years of Hallinan de¬ 
stroying that important office and 
she takes over the job with a clear 
mandate from the city’s voters. 

Congratulations are clearly the 
order of the day for both Gavin 
Newsom and Kamala Harris - last 
week’s big winners - but a special 
nod to Matt Gonzalez for running 
a good campaign and taking his 
defeat with grace; had Gonzalez 
remained a Democrat in this 
heavily-Democratic city he might 
very well have won the election. 

Politics and people 

California’s new first lady, 
Maria Shriver, left little doubt 
about she really thinks of Sacra¬ 
mento when she told a luncheon 
group of some 250 women last 
week in the capital city that she 
and the governor have no plans to 
move their family to Sacramento 
any time soon. Shriver lamented 
the absence of a home for the gov¬ 
ernor by complaining that, “Even 
if I were going to move here, I 
have nowhere to move to,” adding 
that, “in all honesty, I don’t see 
myself moving here, taking my 
kids out of school. What I do plan 
on doing is coming here hopeful¬ 
ly once or twice a week.” Don’t 
blame you, Maria, we’d all prefer 
a mansion in Beverly Hills to liv¬ 
ing in Sacramento. As for Gover¬ 
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger, he 
has to make do with a 2,000- 
square-foot presidential suite at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel while he 
is in the capital. 

City Hall wags already specu- 
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Edith Piaf 


fluence of alcohol and drugs, 
sometimes injecting herself 
through her clothes before taking 
the stage. “During these periods 
there was within me a kind of in¬ 
vincible need to destroy myself,” 
she later wrote. “Then, when I had 
sunk to the bottom of my abyss, 
when everyone thought I was lost, 
suddenly I would find within my¬ 
self the will to climb up the slope 
again.” 

Despite her troubles, Piaf con¬ 
tinued her successful singing and 
acting career throughout the 
1950s. Although she collapsed on 
stage several times, she also gave 
many stunning performances. 
Piaf also continued her long string 
of love affairs, and, at age 47, scan¬ 
dalized French society by marry¬ 
ing an up-and-coming Greek 
singer 20 years her junior. 

Even as her health failed, Piaf 
refused to give up her work, per¬ 
forming until the year before her 
death. “For me, singing is a way of 
escaping,” she explained. In Octo¬ 
ber 1963, Piaf succumbed to can¬ 
cer. Although the Catholic Church 
denied her a religious service, 


thousands of mourners joined 
Piaf’s funeral procession, and her 
grave is among the most visited at 
Paris’ P£re Lachaise cemetery. 

Piaf always had a strong cult 
following, and many of her most 
devoted fans have been gay men 
who both admired her glamour 
and identified with the pathos and 
resilience she embodied. In the 
days before Stonewall, the diva 
was “the homosexual’s proxy,” 
writes gay cultural critic Daniel 
Harris, “offering them a tough-as- 
nails persona they can assume like 
a mask during emotionally trying 
experiences.” 

Piaf’s music remains popular 
to this day, and the name of her 
best-known song, “Non, je ne re- 
grette rien” (“No Regrets”), was 
adopted as the title of a 1992 film 
by Marlon Riggs about black men 
and AIDS. ▼ 


Liz Highleyman is a freelance 
writer and editor who has 
written widely on health, 
sexuality, and politics. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PastOut@black-rose.com. 


Suggested reading 

Berteaut, Simone. 1969. 
Piaf (Harper and Row). 
Harris, Daniel. 1997. The 
Rise and Fail of Gay Culture 
(Hyperion). 

Piaf, Edith, Jean Noli, and 
Margaret Crosland. 1995. 
My Life (Peter Owens). 


lating as to who Mayor-elect 
Gavin Newsom will appoint to his 
District 2 seat when he takes over 
Room 200; some close to the new 
mayor say that Janet Reilly 
would probably be a popular 
choice while Meagan Levitan 
probably wouldn’t be. 

And yes, I know about Matt 
Gonzalez reportedly insisting that 
instead of being a true Greenie, 
he’s actually a Marxist. According 
to the San Francisco Independent’s 
political columnist Samson 
Wong, Gonzalez wrote a Valen¬ 
tine’s Day poem entitled “My 
Green Manifesto” in which he ap¬ 
parently wrote these lines: “I shall 
vote Green because I love the So¬ 
cialists” and “I shall vote Green 
because I read The Communist 
Manifesto and liked it.” Say what, 
Matt? Hey, we need not point out 
that Karl Marx wrote The Com¬ 
munist Manifesto, so if Supervisor 
Gonzalez wants to be a Marxist, 
who are we to argue - and you 
think this isn’t a city of strange 
politics? 

While Governor Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger showed his skills at cutting po¬ 
litical deals in getting his revived 
fiscal plan on the March ballot, the 
guv clearly blinked in the budget 
confrontation with the Democra- 
tic-controlled Legislature, and 
pretty much ignored the Republi¬ 
can legislative leaders. Unlike the 
Assembly, which had unanimous¬ 
ly endorsed the $15 billion budget 
plan, the state Senate’s assent 
came without a vote to spare. All 
of the state senate’s 25 Democrats 
backed Schwarzenegger’s plan, 
joined only by Senate GOP leader 
Jim Brulte (Rancho Cucamon¬ 
ga) and Richard Ackerman 
(Irvine), who is expected to re¬ 
place Brulte as party leader next 
year. Twelve Republican senators 
voted no, with one, Senator 
William “Pete” Knight (Palm¬ 


dale), abstaining. 

During an appearance in San 
Francisco last week, Democratic 
presidential candidate Senator 
John Edwards of North Caroli¬ 
na sidestepped an audience ques¬ 
tion about gay marriage, obvious¬ 
ly a high-profile issue in a city 
where gays and lesbians hold a lot 
of political power and cultural in¬ 
fluence. Edwards said the mili¬ 
tary’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” pol¬ 
icy needs a “real look” and that 
laws barring discrimination and 
hate crimes against gays should be 
enacted. Later, Edwards told re¬ 
porters he opposes gay marriage 
but believes states should have the 
power to institute it if they desire; 
he also said he supports civil 
unions for same-gender couples 
and opposes a constitutional 
amendment banning gay mar¬ 
riages. 

Bob Ross 

The gay rights movement lost 
a monumental figure last week 
with the death of Bay Area Re¬ 
porter publisher Bob Ross, and I 
lost a friend of 33 years. Bob was 
many things to many people; to 
me, he was a mentor, a good 
friend, a person with whom I 
often disagreed, but a man who 
remained a friend through the 
best and worst of times. If you 
gained Bob Ross’s inner friend¬ 
ship, the man would put his hand 
in the fire for you. It was Bob who 
first introduced me to Harvey 
Milk back in 1973, during Milk’s 
first run for supervisor, and I re¬ 
tained his friendship ever since. 
Being Bob’s friend wasn’t always 
easy, but it was always worth the 
effort. He was a hell of a man, and 
few will probably ever know all 
that he did for our community. I 
will miss him very much. Rest 
peacefully, Bob. 

And how was your week? ▼ 
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Steals on wheels 


by Jane Warner 


: ; iesel clothing, Market and 
Castro, and All American 
Boy, 463 Castro, December 
11,1:51 p.m.: On several different 
occasions, a man using a getaway 
skateboard allegedly shoplifted 
from Diesel clothing in the Castro. 
The suspect - described as a white 
male in his 30s, wearing baggy 
clothing - would enter the store, 
grab an armful of goods, and then 
skate out the door before anyone 
could stop him. To the great frus¬ 
tration of the staff, the man was 
able to do this four separate times, 
stealing over $4,000 worth of 
clothing. On December 11, how¬ 
ever, the manager spotted the sus¬ 
pect lingering outside the store 
and called 911. Hearing the police 
broadcast, an officer on routine 
patrol near 18th and Castro saw 
the shoplifter skate eastbound on 
18th with an armful of jackets. 


The suspect ignored the officer’s 
commands to stop and continued 
skating toward Noe Street. The of¬ 
ficer radioed for backup and 
chased the fleeing suspect on foot. 
Several other officers respond¬ 
ed and apprehended the 
thief at Church and 
18th. The manager of 
Diesel was brought to 
the scene, where she 
positively identified 
the man as her repeat 
thief. The jackets, 
however, did not 
belong to Diesel. 

“Great,” said the of¬ 
ficer, “now I don’t 
know who these jackets belong 
to.” 

“I took them from the store 
next to Cliff’s,” the thief offered. 
The jackets were shown to a clerk 
at All American Boy, a clothing 
store next to Cliff’s Variety Store, 
who identified them as belonging 
to the store. The clerk said the 


jackets were hanging on rack out¬ 
side the store. The suspect, 30, was 
taken to Mission Station and 
booked for numerous counts of 
theft. A computer check revealed 
he was on probation for six 
previous shoplifting con¬ 
victions. 

Family outing 

The Cafe, and 
Chevron, 2300 block of 
Market Street, Decem¬ 
ber 14, 1:40 a.m.: 
While inside the 
Cafe bar, a woman 
was approached 
by her ex-girl- 
friend who told her she wanted to 
talk. When the woman declined to 
have a conversation, the ex 
grabbed her by the arm, and a 
pushing match ensued. Several of 
the woman’s friends intervened 
and the disgruntled ex left the bar. 
A short time later, however, she re¬ 
turned with her older brother 


who approached the woman and 
her friends and allegedly began to 
fight again. The bar staff broke up 
the scuffle and escorted them out¬ 
side as the bar was closing. While 
patrons from the bar lingered out¬ 
side after closing, the woman’s 
brother drove into Chevron’s 
parking lot in a red Saturn, with 
his sister in the passenger seat, and 
began to rev the engine. “I’m 
going to kill you motherfuckers,” 
he screamed out the window of 
the car, then drove at a reckless 
speed directly toward the crowd of 
people. As several people ran for 
cover, the suspect struck two men 
he had fought with inside the bar 
with the bumper of his vehicle. 
Both men fell to the pavement 
and the suspect sped out of the 
gas station, driving eastbound on 
Market. Several people called 911 
on their cell phones, and the sus¬ 
pect returned a few minutes later, 
again chasing people with his car. 
At one point, a man tried to stop 


the driver by reaching in through 
the window, but he was thrown 
from the vehicle, and the suspect 
drove off at a high rate of speed 
eastbound on Market. Respond¬ 
ing police gave chase and pulled 
the car over at Market and Gough. 
The suspect, 27, and his sister, 22, 
were booked for three counts of 
battery, two counts of aggravated 
assault with a vehicle, and crimi¬ 
nal threats. 

Tooled box 

Red Qrill, 4063 18th Street, De¬ 
cember 13, 9 a.m.: The owner of 
the restaurant arrived at work in 
the morning and found the up¬ 
stairs office door pried open. As he 
entered the room, he discovered it 
had been ransacked and the safe 
had been pulled away from the 
wall. The door to the safe had 
been removed and a crowbar was 
nearby. The owner estimated that 
two day’s worth of receipts and a 
large amount of petty cash was 
missing. The owner went down¬ 
stairs to talk with his kitchen staff 
members, who were unaware of 
the break-in as they had not gone 
upstairs. They told the owner that 
when they arrived for work in the 
morning, the rear gate was slight¬ 
ly ajar. The owner called police, 
and responding officers dusted for 
fingerprints. There are no known 
suspects. ▼ 


Study finds HAART reduces 
HIV transmission by 60 percent 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


he introduction and wide¬ 
spread use of highly active 
n antiretroviral therapy 
(HAART) for HIV-infected per¬ 
sons in San Francisco in the late 
1990s reduced their risks of in¬ 
fecting partners by 60 percent, ac¬ 
cording to a study conducted by 
researchers from the San Francis¬ 
co Department of Public Health 
and the University of California, 
San Francisco. 

“While we found that anti¬ 
retroviral use alone may account 
for a 60 percent reduction in risk 
of HIV transmission, a concur¬ 
rent increase in risk behavior 
meant that rates of new infections 
did not decline sharply, but re¬ 
mained roughly stable for the pe¬ 
riod studied,” said study lead in¬ 
vestigator Travis Porco, the senior 
epidemiologist with the surveil¬ 
lance and epidemiology section of 
the Tuberculosis Control Branch 
of the California Department of 
Health Services. At the time the 
study was conducted, Porco was 
an epidemiologist with DPH. 

The study results bolster argu¬ 
ments made by AIDS activists that 
federal and state governments 
need to fully fund ADAP, the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program. 
Congress has failed to adequately 
fund the program for years. 

As of December, 16 states had 


imposed waiting lists for their 
ADAP programs. California ac¬ 
tivists are already using the study 
to fight Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s proposal to cap 
ADAP enrollment. 

“It will definitely be at the cor¬ 
nerstone of our arguments as we 
ask the governor and Legislature 
for funding,” said Dana Van 
Gorder, director of state and local 
affairs for the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation. 

“We have always argued with 
respect to ADAP that funding it 
was not only important to pre¬ 
serving lives of those infected but 
also played an important role in 
prevention,” said Van Gorder. “But 
we have not had quality data to 
prove it. This study provides the 
data to back up our argument.” 

The study, to be published in 
the January 2,2004 issue of AIDS, 
analyzed data from 1994 to 1999 
from the San Francisco Young 
Men’s Health Study, which fol¬ 
lowed young gay men who were 
initially uninfected with HIV. Par¬ 
ticipants were asked about their 
sexual practices and tested for 
HIV at four follow-up visits, 
which included two before the 
widespread introduction of 
HAART for people with HIV in 
San Francisco and two later visits. 

The study estimated the 
chances that a HIV-uninfected 
person would become infected by 
a sexual partner after factoring in 


Adoption.com 

M page 4 

free pass to engage in what other¬ 
wise would be unlawful discrimi¬ 
nation,” she added. 

Representatives from Adop¬ 
tion.com were not able to com¬ 
ment on the lawsuit at press time. 

Neel Chatterjee, a partner at 
Orrick, noted that in the end, it is 
children and parents of all kinds 
who are hurt by such narrow def¬ 
initions of what makes a suitable 
family. 

“We seek to end the policy of 
excluding members of the gay and 
lesbian community from equal ac¬ 
cess to Adoption.corn’s services. 


These discriminatory practices do 
not serve the interests of children 
or biological parents looking for 
suitable adoptive parents in Cali¬ 
fornia,” said Chatterjee. 

In the meantime, the Butlers 
have a personal Web site at 
www.butlerfamilysite.com where 
those looking to give their child up 
for adoption can learn more about 
the Butler’s own family values. 

“Thank you for taking the time 
in getting to know us. We share 
your hopes for your child and ad¬ 
mire your courage in making this 
difficult decision,” states the But¬ 
lers’ site. “We understand that you 
do this with a great love and self¬ 
less desire to provide your child 
with the best possible home.” T 


sexual practice and condom use. 
Researchers found a per partner¬ 
ship decline of 60 percent in risk 
of becoming infected that oc¬ 
curred following the introduction 
and the widespread use of 
HAART by HIV-infected persons 


in San Francisco. 

“The important thing to note 
here is nobody has had any esti¬ 
mate as to how treatment might 
play out in reducing infection 
rates in a community. Sixty per- 
pa ge 18 ► 


The San Francisco Patrol 
Special Police, which 
exclusively serves the Castro 
District, can be reached at 
(415) 559-9955. 



Don’t piss it away. 


Your opportunity to advertise with us this Holiday Season that is. 

Holiday Deadlines are as follows: 
Issue 52, Street Date December 23rd...the deadline was 
yesterday, December 17th at noon - you missed it. 
But, you can stilll make Issue 01, Street Date December 30th... 
the deadline is Tuesday, December 23rd at noon for ALL ads. 
Call 415,861.5019 or email BARadv@aol.com for details. 
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Friends, colleagues remember Bob Ross 


by Cynthia Laird 


■ it jf hether it was fighting for 
uu equal rights for gays and 
V V lesbians or helping guide 
government and charitable orga¬ 
nizations, Bay Area Reporter pub¬ 
lisher Bob Ross cut a wide path 
during his more than 40 years in 
San Francisco, friends and col¬ 
leagues agree. Not only did he 
publish one of the country’s oldest 
and largest gay newspapers, but he 
was involved in numerous chari¬ 
ties and served on various' civic 
organizations. 

Mr. Ross died December 10 of 
complications from diabetes. He 
was 69. 

Outside of the newspaper, one 
of Mr. Ross’s cherished jobs was 
his 18-year tenure on the board of 
the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway, 
and Transportation District, in¬ 
cluding a two-year stint as presi¬ 
dent of the board. He was first ap¬ 
pointed by the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors in March 
1983 and served until March 
2001. 

“Bob has this unusual legacy 
here,” said Celia Kupersmith, gen¬ 
eral manager of the bridge dis¬ 
trict. “The general manager prior 
[to myself] retired in 1998 and 
Bob was involved in leading the 
hiring search for a new general, 
manager. 

“A year later, the CFO, district 
engineer, and district secretary re¬ 


tired, so that was four senior, se¬ 
nior officers that the board had to 
replace and Bob Ross led the ef¬ 
forts to hire every one of us. It was 
a huge effort. The senior manage¬ 
ment that had been, stable for 15 
years turned over in 18 months,” 
Kupersmith said. 

She credited Mr. Ross with 
“going a different way” in the hir¬ 
ing process. 

“The district had never had a 
woman in senior management 
and Bob led that,” she said. 

She said Mr. Ross also wanted 
to hear about new ideas. “He 
would say something like ‘We have 
to have new ideas. I want new 
ideas.’ I heard that speech from 
him many times.” 

Another important legacy he 
left the bridge district, Kuper¬ 
smith said, was his insistence that 
the district be fiscally responsible. 

“The district hadn’t always 
been that way,” she recalled. “At 
the end of the 1990s he led efforts 
to develop a strategic plan. He saw 
the fiscal crisis coming.” 

Since Mr. Ross left the district’s 
board two years ago, the bridge 
board has had to institute service 
reductions and fare increases to 
grapple with its budget deficit. 

“When the hard times hit, we 
were so much better prepared,” 
said Kupersmith. 

As part of his duties as a bridge 
district director, Mr. Ross was also 
involved with transportation is¬ 
sues at the national level, lobbying 
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B.A.R. publisher Bob Ross, right, talks with former San Mateo County Supervisor and current Project Open 
Hand Executive Director Tom Nolan, left, and U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein. 


politicians in Washington, D.C. 
and attending annual transporta¬ 
tion meetings. 

“Whether it was bus issues or 
ferry transportation issues, he was 
out there pushing things from a 
national perspective,” Kupersmith 
said. 

In the world of gay publishing, 
one of Mr. Ross’s colleagues was 
Mark Segal, publisher of the 
Philadelphia Gay News. In an e- 
mail message, Segal fondly re¬ 
called Mr. Ross. 

“Bob and I worked together in 
numerous press organizations 
over the past 20 years, and on 
most issues, we were allies,” Segal 
said. “But if you were Bob’s friend, 
you often found yourself debat¬ 
ing. Those debates with Bob were 
passionate, and often brought a 
compromise that enriched our 
community. 

“San Francisco has lost a leader, 
the Golden Gate Bridge its cham¬ 
pion, and the gay press one of its 
pioneers. But I have lost a dear 
friend whose memory I’ll cherish, 
and whose raspy, cantankerous 
style will always be with me.” 

Mr. Ross was involved with the 


Imperial Council of San Francis¬ 
co, and was chosen Emperor VII 
in 1978. Absolute Empress XXV 
Marlena, owner of Marlena’s bar 
and a longtime friend of Mr. 
Ross’s, expressed sadness at his 
death. 

“He was just a great, great 
friend,” Marlena told the B.A.R. 
“We’d been friends for 25 years 
and he was one of those people in 
my life that I loved and respected. 
I really loved him and I’m going to 
miss him.” 

San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Kay Tsenin, another long¬ 
time friend, pointed to Mr. Ross’s 
love for the city. 

“He did things because they 
needed to be done, or they needed 
support, or they needed money,” 
Tsenin told the B.A.R. 

Mr. Ross, Tsenin said, operated 
on the philosophy that “you don’t 
just have a right to live here, you 
have to make it better.” 

“I think he gave a tremendous 
amount to all of San Francisco, it 
was not limited to the gay com¬ 
munity, but to the city as a whole,” 
she added. 

Dennis Conkin was the first 


full-time staff reporter Mr. Ross 
hired in 1992. Conkin, an award¬ 
winning investigative reporter, 
initially turned down the job. 

“Bob had asked me a few years 
earlier and I said no, wanting to 
remain a freelancer,” Conkin said. 
“Economically, that was one of the 
stupidest decisions I’ve ever made. 
But, young and foolish, I wanted 
my hippie independence. I knew 
instantly that I’d made the wrong 
decision. He just sort of cocked his 
eye at me and flatly refused to 
bring it up again for a couple of 
years. I made a “cfruple of hints 
about having changed my mind 
but to no avail. 

“I practically lived in the news¬ 
room by that time anyway, but I 
kept on making freelancer’s wages. 
When he finally brought it up 
again, of course I said yes. Noth¬ 
ing changed, it was the same old 
reporter’s life, except I got a busi¬ 
ness card and a weekly paycheck I 
could live on.” 

Conkin retired from the paper 
in 1997 and now works as an aide 
to Supervisor Bevan Dufty. But he 
remembered Mr. Ross’s famous 
temper. 

“He didn’t suffer fools and 
could come across like a real jerk 
sometimes. Cranky, opinionated, 
outrageous. Some of it surely 
must have been the blood-sugar 
thing. But we all loved ‘Mother,’ as 
we called him, and we’d just roll 
our eyes, grit our teeth, and keep 
on working. We had a communi¬ 
ty to serve and he knew it. 

“In the long run, the paper 
wasn’t about any of us, it was 
about the community that we all 
care about so much. It’s a tremen¬ 
dous, deep, and very personal loss 
for me.” T 
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Bob Ross 

◄ page 1 
er and owner. 

Over the years, the newspaper 
grew in stature and influence 
within the local and national gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
communities. During the early 
years of the AIDS epidemic, the 
B.A.R. was often the only source 
of news about the disease before it 
was covered in mainstream publi¬ 
cations. The newspaper became 
famous for running obituaries of 
those who had died of the disease, 
and on August 13, 1998, ran a 
front-page story headlined “No 
obits” when, for the first time 
since the epidemic started, there 
were no obituaries in that week’s 
issue. That news was reported in 
media outlets across the country. 

It was fitting that the paper’s 
initials were B.A.R ., as the paper 
was first distributed in the city’s 
gay bars. 

“Gay bars - when they weren’t 
being raided - were the one place 
where everyone could meet and 
be themselves,” Mr. Ross said in a 
2001 interview with the B.A.R. 

Mr. Ross supported the late Su¬ 
pervisor Harvey Milk during 
Milk’s political campaigns, and 
raised money for Milk by hosting 
auctions. 

Wayne Friday, the B.A.R.’s po¬ 
litical columnist, and a friend of 
Mr. Ross’s for more than 30 years, 
noted that Mr. Ross started his ca¬ 
reer in San Francisco as a chef at 
the old PS Restaurant on Polk 
Street. Mr. Ross also worked at a 
couple of other restaurants, Friday 
said. 

Marcus Hernandez, the 
B.A.R.’s leather columnist, re¬ 
counted that Mr. Ross was a mem¬ 
ber of the old Barbary Coasters 
motorcycle club, and that was how 
he started his involvement in the 
leather community. 

“Every year the Barbary Coast¬ 
ers would have a weekend run and 
he’d cook the meals,” Hernandez 
said. 

Mr. Ross was crowned Emper¬ 
or VII in September 1978 by the 
Imperial Council of San Francis¬ 
co, a social and fundraising orga¬ 
nization. 

It was because Mr. Ross was 
Emperor that then-Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein would not appoint him 
to Milk’s seat after the gay super¬ 
visor was assassinated on Novem¬ 
ber 27,1978. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
Milk’s murder, Mr. Ross and au¬ 
thor Frank Robinson were named 
by Milk in his famous taped “po¬ 
litical will” as people whom the 
mayor should appoint to succeed 
him, should he die in office. Milk 
also mentioned Anne Kronenberg 
and Harry Britt. 

“I wanted the job,” Ross said in 
an interview earlier this year. “Di¬ 
anne could not appoint me be¬ 
cause I was Emperor, so she put 
Harry in. The day we buried Har¬ 
vey at sea, the ship pulled in and 
Harry jumped off the ship - he 
was going to see Dianne.” 

Mr. Ross sometimes thought 
about what would have happened 
had he been named to replace 
Milk as supervisor. 

“I’ve often wondered what 
would have happened,” Mr. Ross 
said earlier this year. “Would I still 
be involved with the paper? 
Would I have gone off on a polit¬ 
ical path? Who knows.” 

Even those who were often at 
odds with Mr. Ross recognize his 
contributions to the community. 

“We had our differences,” rain¬ 
bow flag creator Gilbert Baker 
told the B.A.R. last week. “But he 
was a huge hero.” 

Robert Haaland, president of 
the Harvey Milk LGBT Democra¬ 
tic Club, told the B.A.R. that while 


the club often disagreed with Mr. 
Ross’s politics, he appreciated the 
newspaper. 

“It’s an invaluable contribution 
to the community to have a news¬ 
paper that focuses on our issues 
that are often ignored in the 
mainstream media,” Haaland said. 

Cleve Jones, founder of the 
Names Project AIDS Memorial 
Quilt, said that he and Mr. Ross 
“argued about everything.” 

“It really is the end of an era,” 
Jones said. 

Paper will continue 

Horn told the B.A.R. Tuesday, 
December 16 that the corporation 
that owns the paper, Benro Enter¬ 
prises, is a part of the living trust 
established by Mr. Ross. 

“The trust will continue to op¬ 
erate the paper,” Horn said, “and 
any benefits or profits will go to 
Bob’s foundation.” 

The Bob Ross Foundation was 
set up years ago and served as the 
vehicle through which Mr. Ross 
made his charitable contributions. 

“Bob left his entire estate to his 
private foundation,” Horn ex¬ 
plained. “What Bob didn’t need in 
life he gave away, and in death he 
gave it all away. 

“It will probably take one year 
to administer Bob’s estate but ul¬ 
timately all assets will end up in 
the foundation and be used strict¬ 
ly for charitable purposes.” 

Horn said that legally, nothing 
has changed. 

Horn said that Mr. Ross gave 
generously to various gay organi¬ 
zations, as well as the San Francis¬ 
co Ballet, Meals on Wheels, and 
the Episcopal homeless shelter, to 


name a few beneficiaries. 

Charitable work 

In addition to the newspaper, 
Mr. Ross was involved in numer¬ 
ous organizations. He was a found¬ 
ing member of the Council on Re¬ 
ligion and the Homosexual, and 
the Society for Individual Rights, 
both early groups that sought to 
increase civil rights for gays and 
lesbians. A friend of lesbian pio¬ 
neers Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, 
Mr. Ross was made an honorary 
member of their organization, the 
Daughters of Bilitis. 

“We weren’t very close these 
last few years, but he was very 
helpful in the early days,” Lyon 
told the B.A.R. 

Lyon said that Mr. Ross had a 
talent when he served as auction¬ 
eer at charity events. 

“People would donate all kinds 
of stuff and he would auction the 
items off. He was just terrific,” she 
recalled. 

While Lyon said that she and 
Martin sometimes disagreed with 
Mr. Ross’s candidate endorse¬ 
ments for local political races, 
Lyon said he will be missed. 

“It’s a great loss to our com¬ 
munity - and the city, too,” she 
said. 

Mr. Ross used his formidable 
fundraising skills to help numer¬ 
ous charitable groups over the 
years. He raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for charities, 
political campaigns, and other hu¬ 
mane services. His public service 
has been recognized by the Cali¬ 
fornia state Assembly and state 
Senate, San Francisco’s mayor-and 
Board of Supervisors, and many 


other civic and private organiza¬ 
tions. 

Mr. Ross also helped found the 
Tavern Guild, which organized 
gay bars to combat the influence 
of organized crime and police 
raids aimed at them. For more 
than 10 years he served as an offi¬ 
cer and president of this organiza¬ 
tion. The Tavern Guild grew into a 
well-known fundraising group 
that benefited gay charities. 

Mr. Ross cared deeply about 
the community and its well-being. 


He was a founding member of the 
former Operation Concern (now 
New Leaf: Services for Our Com¬ 
munity), a community mental 
health service. When the AIDS 
epidemic ravaged the gay commu¬ 
nity, Mr. Ross joined the board of 
the AIDS Emergency Fund and 
continued to strongly support 
that organization. 

He also served as a president 
and board member of Meals on 
Wheels, which delivers meals to 
homebound seniors, and was a 
board member and former vice 
president of the Castro Lions. 

Mr. Ross supported athletes in 
the community; he was a director 
of the Gay Olympic Games (now 
Federation of Gay Games). 

Over the years, Mr. Ross sup¬ 
ported candidates for a variety of 
political offices and he served on 
various finance and election cam¬ 
paign committees. 

Mr. Ross loved the ballet and 
the opera; he served on the San 
Francisco Ballet Board of Trustees 
for many years. 

Mr. Ross was also a longtime 
member of the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Highway, and Transporta¬ 
tion District Board of Directors 
and served as president of the 
board. 

Mr. Ross was born in New York 
City on April 2, 1934. He moved 
to San Francisco in 1956 upon 
discharge from the U.S. Navy. His 
service in the Navy led him to 
support the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network, which 
works with gays and lesbians dis¬ 
charged under the homophobic 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. 
One of SLDN’s goals is to end 
DADT. 

Mr. Ross is survived by many 
friends and family members. A 
memorial service will be held 
Sunday, January 11 at 5 p.m. at the 
Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Av¬ 
enue, in San 1 Francisco. ▼ 
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The year in review: Sodomy, 
Santorum, and straight guys 



by Bob Roehr 


P he U.S. Supreme Court 
added a fitting capstone to a 
1 month of gay Pride celebra¬ 
tions when, on June 26, it struck 
down sodomy laws that remained 
on the books in 13 states. The de¬ 
cision was Lawrence v. Texas. 

In one sense the ruling had 
more of a symbolic impact than a 
legal one. Sodomy laws were sel¬ 
dom used to directly prosecute sex¬ 
ual acts but they often were used to 
stigmatize gays and lesbians as 
criminals and by extension to deny 
them equal treatment under the 
law in matters ranging from em¬ 
ployment to child custody. 

Perhaps the most satisfying 
portion of the decision was its 
blunt and complete rejection of 
the 1986 court decision that had 
allowed states to regulate sodomy. 
“Bowers was not correct when it 
was decided, and it is not correct 
today. It ought not to remain 
binding precedent. Bowers v. 
Hardwick should be and n'ow is 
overruled,” Justice Anthony 
Kennedy wrote for the majority. 

No less satisfying was the 
broad language of the decision 
that embraced gay and lesbian 
Americans as equal citizens, ful¬ 
filling the promise of “Equal jus¬ 


tice under law” that is carved into 
the gleaming white marble atop 
the court building. 

“The petitioners are entitled to 
respect for their private lives,” 
wrote Kennedy. “The State cannot 
demean their existence or control 
their destiny by making their pri¬ 
vate sexual conduct a crime. Their 
right to liberty under the Due 
Process Clause gives them the full 
right to engage in their conduct 
without intervention of the gov¬ 
ernment.” 

“This is a historic, transforma¬ 
tive decision ... it was a recogni¬ 
tion of gay people’s humanity,” 
said Ruth Harlow, the attorney for 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund who guided the case 
through the legal system. 

“This is constitutional rights in 
our real lives, in our homes, in our 
relationships,” she said. It “changes 
the landscape. It sends a signal to 
not only courts but also to legisla¬ 
tures that we deserve equality and 
full respect.” 

The sodomy provision of Arti¬ 
cle 125 of the Universal Code of 
Military Justice is perhaps the last 
standing sodomy law in the U.S., 
and an underpinning of the anti¬ 
gay military policy known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Loren 
Stephen Loomis used the 


Lawrence decision to appeal his 
discharge from the military, in a 
case filed on July 7 in the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. That decision is ex¬ 
pected in early 2004, though the 
case may be decided on non-con¬ 
stitutional grounds. 

Politics 

It was a very quiet year in Con¬ 
gress in terms of legislation di¬ 
rectly affecting the GLBT commu¬ 
nity; rhetoric was another story. 

The Republican leadership of 
both houses made sure that nei¬ 
ther hate crimes legislation nor 
the Employment Non-Discrimi¬ 
nation Act came up for a vote. In 
past years a hate crimes measure 
had been attached to an appropri¬ 
ations bill in the Senate, though it 
didn’t survive a conference with 
the House. 

But this year many of those 
bills have not yet been approved, 
despite the fact that the fiscal year 
started on October 1, and much of 
the government is operating on a 
continuing resolution. The silver 
lining is that social conservatives 
have been equally restricted in of¬ 
fering their antigay amendments. 



Senator Rick Santorum 


Senator Rick Santorum (R- 
Pennsylvania) generated a 
firestorm of controversy in April 
with his homophobic remarks. 
Anticipating the possibility of the 
Supreme Court striking down 
sodomy laws, he said, “You [then] 
have the right to bigamy, you have 
the right to polygamy, you have 
the right to incest, you have the 
right to adultery. You have the 
right to anything.” 

Longtime gay activist Frank 
Kameny said, “It’s obvious that 
[Santorum] is a moral fascist, and 


is becoming the voice of the 
‘American Taliban.’ He is one of 
the evermore strident family fa¬ 
natics. What he misses, among 
many other things, is that society 
exists for the individual; the indi¬ 
vidual does not exist for society.” 

“John F. Kennedy drew a dis¬ 
tinction between his public role as 
president of a diverse country and 
his own private religious convic¬ 
tions, Santorum explicitly argues 
the opposite,” wrote gay conserva¬ 
tive Andrew Sullivan on his blog. 
“How can we have any hope of 
creating a democratic government 
in Iraq free from domination by 
repressive religion if we cannot 
free our own laws of official faith- 
based biases inflicted on our fel¬ 
low citizens? ” 

So it was more than a bit iron¬ 
ic when the Reverend Steve Tor¬ 
rence stepped to the podium of 
the U.S. Flouse of Representatives 
to deliver the opening prayer on 
May 1, the U.S. National Day of 
Prayer. He wore the crisply 
pressed uniform of the Key West 
Police Department, where he 
serves as a police officer and chap¬ 
lain. He is a former pastor of the 
MCC church in Key West. 

He was the first clergyman 
from the Metropolitan Commu¬ 
nity Church to have that honor, 
and he is believed to be the first 
openly gay person to deliver that 
prayer. “It is important to have di¬ 
versity in Congress and it is im¬ 
portant to understand that sexual 
orientation does not determine 
one’s faith,” said Representative 
Ileana Ros-Lentinen the south 
Florida Republican who invited 


Torrence to offer the prayer. 

The promotion of General 
Robert T. Clark, the man in charge 
of Fort Campbell, Kentucky when 
Private First Class Barry Winchell 
was murdered in an antigay as¬ 
sault in 1999, continued to twist 
slowly in the wind for much of the 
year. It was approved only in No¬ 
vember, some 14 months after the 
nomination was first made. 

C. Dixon Osburn, executive di¬ 
rector of the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network, which led 
the fight to deny Clark his promo¬ 
tion, was “disappointed” though 
not surprised by the confirmation. 
He took solace in the fact that, 
“For the first time in history, sen¬ 
ators have closely scrutinized an 
officer’s record on preventing 
antigay harassment.” 

The antigay policy known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” continued 
to take public hits, particularly 
over the discharge of trained Ara¬ 
bic linguists even as their services 
were needed in Iraq. And for the 
first time, in December, two retired 
generals and an admiral came out 
as gay. They are the highest-rank¬ 
ing officers ever to acknowledge 
their sexual orientation. 

Society 

Another great symbol of 
changing attitudes toward gays 
and lesbians was the election of V. 
Gene Robinson as Episcopal bish¬ 
op of New Hampshire in June, his 
confirmation by that denomina¬ 
tion’s convention in August, and 
his consecration in November. 

Archconservatives within the 
church, both domestically and es¬ 
pecially internationally, were 
apoplectic about the development 
and continue to threaten schism. 
The controversy played out 
prominently across the media, 
and as time worn on, it seemed in¬ 
creasingly silly to most Americans. 

Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
became the surprise hit of the 
summer on television and made 
waves far beyond its limited cable 
distribution on Bravo, even mor¬ 
phing over into an edited version 
on NBC. Reichen and Chip 
showed that gays could be buff, 
cooperative hunks and win The 
Amazing Race. All of that was re¬ 
inforced by news coverage, 
demonstrating that gays and les¬ 
bians are everywhere and increas¬ 
ingly are becoming part of the 
mainstream of American life. ▼ 


Editor’s note: A look back at 
2003 will continue next week. 
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Susan Stryker leaves historical society 

Nonprofit to search for new executive director 


by Zak Szymanski 


ne of the community’s old¬ 
est cultural institutions is 
undergoing some major 
changes as it struggles to maintain 
the operations basic to its mission 
statement and simultaneously 
tries to plan its future. 

The GLBT Historical Society 
of Northern California has, for 18 
years, preserved one of the world’s 
largest collections of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender histori¬ 
cal items. Under the leadership of 
Susan Stryker, Ph.D., the histori¬ 
cal society raised $2 million from 
1999-2003 and in recent years 
sponsored numerous programs 
and exhibits - including the much 
talked about “Saint Harvey” ex¬ 
hibit, a tribute to the late Supervi¬ 
sor Harvey Milk, still on display at 
657 Mission Street. The historical 
society has also technologically 
updated much of its collection 
and has begun planning the 
world’s first full-scale GLBT mu¬ 
seum. 

Stryker, 42, resigned as execu¬ 
tive director in November, offi¬ 
cially leaving the post this month 
to finish a documentary film she 
began making in 1998. Like many 
nonprofits, the historical society 
has faced financial hardships and 
subsequent staff reorganization, 
and the nature of Stryker’s duties 
had been redefined to the point 
that “it became more and more 
about turning the crank to raise 
the money, and I was frustrated I 
wasn’t able .to spend as much time 
on scholarship and research,” she 
said. 

“I realized there were many 
people who could be doing the job 
equally as well or better than I 
could, and I also reached a point 
where my film just had to get fin¬ 
ished. It just seemed like a good 
time to make the move.” 

Stryker’s upcoming documen¬ 
tary, Screaming Queens , is a full- 
length feature detailing a trans¬ 
gender uprising against police 
brutality in San Francisco’s Ten¬ 
derloin District in 1966. The pre- 
Stonewall riot had local signifi¬ 
cance, both for the larger gay 
community - there was no LGB- 
TIQQ back then, just a broad 
“gay” community that had many 
overlaps as well as disagreements 
- and for transgenders, who saw 
the creation of trans-specific re¬ 
sources shortly after the action. 

“It was the first time gen- 
derqueers really fought back,” said 
Stryker. “It’s the queens on the 
street who are right on the front¬ 
lines; they take all the heat, with 
their backs against the wall. They 


Oakland 

◄ page 2 

rounding gender identity and 
transgender issues, there was 
much concern focused on bath¬ 
room usage. 

Roosevelt Mosby, executive di¬ 
rector of the Sexual Minority Al¬ 
liance of Alameda County, told 
the council that it needed to work 
on education. As a gay man and 
leader of the queer youth organi¬ 
zation, he said he supported the 
ordinance but that work needed 
to be done. 

“Just don’t put it out there,” he 
said. “Consider a citywide task 
force so that transgenders are not 
getting hurt. What happens when 
there’s transgenders in the bath- 
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off six staff members since the 
summer, some of whom were 
salaried workers and others who 
were working due to project-spe¬ 
cific grants. Only one paid staff 
member - the society’s operations 
director - remains employed. Bao, 
a board member since 1994, noted 
that the board of directors will 
meet in January to determine the 
criteria for the next executive di¬ 
rector. 

“Choosing a new executive di¬ 
rector is a little bit of art, and a lit¬ 
tle bit of science,” he said. “I know 
one big quality they’ll be looking 
for is fundraising ability.” 

In addition to his service at the 
historical society, Bao worked for 
the API Wellness Center for nine 
years and was a board member of 
the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance. He 
is not considering serving as the 
historical society’s executive di¬ 
rector on a permanent basis, he 
said. 

As for Stryker, she will contin¬ 
ue to be an active member of the 
historical society, volunteering 
and financially contributing 
whenever she is able. Immediate 
plans include finishing her film 
and most likely, spending April 
through June in Australia as a vis¬ 
iting scholar at a university in Syd¬ 
ney. ▼ 


To donate to the society, to 
become a member, or for more 
information, visit 
www.glbthistory.org. 


room?” 

Council member Desley 
Brooks said the city must “look 
aggressively at an education pro¬ 
gram,” and noted that under the 
ordinance, the burden is placed on 
the person allegedly victimized 
when it comes to enforcement of 
the ordinance. That led to several 
council members calling for the 
re-establishment of the city’s 
Human Relations Commission, 
which was disbanded several years 
ago. But Council member Jane 
Brunner reminded the council 
that the HRC “had serious trou¬ 
ble” with no paid staff and no way 
to investigate allegations of dis¬ 
crimination. 

Overall, the council agreed 
the ordinance was a “good first 
step.” ▼ 


www.healthypenis2003.0rg 


Susan Stryker, right, with from left, Terry Henderling, Linda Alband, Dan Nicoletta, and Frank Robinson at the 
opening of the "St. Harvey" exhibit in June at the GLBT Historical Society. 


choose a permanent executive di¬ 
rector. 

“I’ll be continuing the work of 
the historical society, which is a bit 
of a challenge considering our 
much reduced staff. I’ll be relying 
on volunteers and going out and 
asking for financial help from the 
community,” said Bao. 

The historical society has laid 


have nothing to lose, so they 
fight.” 

Screaming Queens is co-written 
and produced by Victor Silver- 
man, edited by Christine Steele, 
and shot by Sophie Constantinou. 
It is expected to be released in 
2004. 

When her film project is done, 
said Stryker, she plans to pursue 
academic work, and already has 
her eyes on potential jobs at near¬ 
by colleges and universities. 

The next executive director at 
the GLBT Historical Society will 
have big shoes to fill. In addition 
to providing leadership and direc¬ 
tion to the organization, Stryker is 
also a prominent researcher, artist, 
activist, writer, teacher, and speak¬ 
er. Her credits include authoring 
the commercial bestsellers Gay by 
the Bay and Queer Pulp, released 
by San Francisco Chronicle Books 
in 1996 and 2001, respectively. She 
has served on the board of direc¬ 
tors of Frameline, producers of 
the International Gay and Lesbian 
Film Festival, and on the editorial 
review board of the International 
Journal of Sexuality and Gender 
Studies. Stryker also has held com¬ 
munity positions with the Hori¬ 
zons Foundation Strategic Part¬ 
ners Program; the San Francisco 
Museum and Historical Society 
Advisory Committee; the San 
Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency’s Mid-Market Project Area 
Committee; and the San Francisco 
Human Rights Commission’s 
transgender nondiscrimination 


task force. 

Out of love for the organiza¬ 
tion, the GLBT Historical Soci¬ 
ety’s treasurer Daniel Bao is filling 
the role of acting executive direc¬ 
tor on a volunteer basis. For the 
next six months, Bao, 37, will con¬ 
tinue to try to raise money for the 
organization while helping the 
board of directors search for and 
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‘Auntie 

by Eric Ganther 


Who: Jok Church 

What: Comics feature writer for 

children 

Where: San Rafael, California 

lot of queers aspire to make 
a living being creators. Is it 
genetics? Is it that we tend 
to live in cities? Or is it simply be¬ 
cause our heroes are characters 
like Auntie Marne, who overcomes 
the mediocre and limiting atti¬ 
tudes of the middle class to lead 
an exuberant life of art and style. I 
hear the sighing out there, and the 
familiar litany: I’ll never fund my 
retirement if I pursue my creative 
passions. I’ll be laughed at if 
I’m not perfect. I’ll just . 
work at my drudge job 
for one more year. 

Think again! Here’s a 
queer that has 
his cake and 
eats it too: Jok 
Church, gay 
man, children’s author, and vol¬ 
unteer at Under One Roof. 

Do you call yourself a cartoonist? 

No, I’m a children’s author 
whose work ends up in the Sun¬ 
day comics section of the paper. 
My feature’s name is You Can with 
Beakman & Jax. It’s distributed by 
Universal Press Syndicate. I an¬ 
swer children’s questions about 
the physical world: why is the win¬ 
dow clear, or why is the grass 
green, or why is the sky blue, or 
why, if my eyes are brown, don’t I 
see brown? You can read it in the 
the Oakland Tribune , the San Jose 
Mercury News, the Marin Inde¬ 
pendent Journal, the Santa Rosa 
Press Democrat, and the Sacra¬ 
mento Bee. 

How long have you been doing 
this? How did you get started? 

About 13 years. I used to work 
for Lucasfilm Ltd. One of my jobs 
was writing responses to fan mail 
for George Lucas. My favorite let- 


Mame’ 

ter was: “Dear George, The sewer 
line is clogged up and my Mom 
says we’re going to have to dig up 
the whole front yard. What can we 
do?” This is where I came up with 
the idea for Beakman & Jax. I was 
amazed at children who are not 
afraid to ask any question. They 
had not yet learned to not ask 
questions. And that was a power¬ 
ful thing. 

When Star Wars lost populari¬ 
ty in the late 1980s, I was laid off. 

I ended up with a drudge job. But 
I still needed to make art, so I de¬ 
vised a comic strip based on the 
insight about the kids’ 
bravery in asking ques¬ 
tions. I didn’t do it for 
money, I did it to have 
a way to make a con¬ 
tribution and use my 
creativity. I gave it to 
my local newspaper, the 
Marin Independent Journal, 
for free and 
they printed it. 

I wanted to 
sell it to other 
papers. But the papers were $1 a 
piece. So I dumpster-dived out¬ 
side the printing press and re¬ 
trieved the overprints. I cut out 
copies of my strip, taped them to - 
pieces of paper and sent them to 
newspaper editors week after 
week. I gave myself a year to be in 
10 newspapers and by the end of 
that year I was in 100. Now I’m in 
300 papers every week with 
roughly 52 million readers. 

So you make a nice living in the 
funnies? 

Yes. I make a reasonable living. 
I’m not wealthy. I don’t make 
enough money to own real estate 
in San Francisco, but I feel suc¬ 
cessful. I’m an artist who makes a 
living doing his art. I know that is 
special and rare. I also get to make 
a difference in children’s lives. 

How does the feature work? 

Kids send letters to my pub¬ 
lisher with questions like, “Why 
does the freezer make that stuff 
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Jok Church writes a comics feature for children that is syndicated in 300 
newspapers across the country. 


that looks like snow?” My pub¬ 
lisher opens the letters, sends a re¬ 
sponse card back, and forwards 
the pile onto me. 

The response card explains 
that I get 700 letters a week and 
can only publish one. I remind 
them that they have the power to 
get the answer themselves by 
going to the library. The person 
who works there - the librarian - 
wants to be asked a question. It 
makes them high. 

Back at my pile, I flip through 
the questions until one of them 
speaks to me: “What do animals 
do when they sense fear?” or ’’Why 
does spraying water on your hair 
stop static electricity?” Sometimes 
there are questions that I want to 
know the answer to, too. Other 
times the questions are pure poet¬ 
ry and I can’t not print them: 
“When snow melts, what happens 
to the white?” 

However it happens, I choose 
one question, research the answer 
and come up with the clearest 
possible way of explaining it. I 
don’t answer the question with an 
answer, I answer the question with 
a thing to do, an activity, an “ex¬ 
periment.” For example, you can 
actually make a cloud in a plastic 
pop bottle to understand what 
clouds and fog are. I tell them the 
things they need for the experi¬ 
ment; the steps to take; and then 
the explanation of what just hap¬ 
pened. I end it with a section tying 
the experiment back to the origi¬ 
nal question. 

Recently I was asked to de¬ 
scribe Einstein’s theory of relativ¬ 
ity, and I did it! It’s mostly about 
measuring stuff and stuff being in 
relation to other stuff, etc. But I’d 
never heard anybody say it the 
way I did. I felt good that I was 
able to come up with a new way of 
describing it - in the funnies! 

Do you have a lot of teachers 
using your work? 

Yes, every column is ringed by 
a dashed line with a pair of scis¬ 
sors graphic so teachers can clip 
the column out and laminate it. I 
also have eight books of collected 
columns, six of which are best¬ 
sellers. There are probably 1 mil¬ 
lion of these books out there. 

You've been involved with TV, 
what's that like? 

There was a television series on 
CBS called Beakman s Wo r/d based 


on my comic strip. There’s a huge 
difference between writing for 
newspapers and writing for televi¬ 
sion. When I write for newspapers, 
I’m the artist and I write the col¬ 
umn. I have editors that correct my 
spelling and grammar. Television is 
collaborative. And the accounting 
in show business is horrifying.,We 
had four years on the air. Of the 
$16 million spent, my profit over 
10 years was $25,000.1 could have 
made more in tips as a waiter! 

One of the difficult things 
about working on the set was 
being an openly gay man. I an¬ 
nounced that Adam was my lover 
and that my history of public gay 
activism might be cause for attack. 
In meetings in Hollywood, it’s 
pretty much people comparing 
dick sizes. I found out that when 
you come out, you lose size. And I 
believe this is still the case for those 
just starting out in Hollywood. 

What do you like about being a 
newspaper columnist/comic strip 
writer? 

I get to make a difference in 
how people, especially kids, see 
the world. My column gives kids a 
chance to learn by doing. I want 
children to do these experiments 
with their friends, family, and 
classmates. In this way, not only 
do they learn about the thing, they 
get to make something together. 
They get to make understanding 
together. And I love facilitating 
this process. 

I get to work for myself. I get to 
take ideas or whims and turn 
them into reality. All artists do 
this. It’s satisfying doing what I 
want to do and make a living 
doing it. 

What's difficult about it? 

The solitude. I work out of my 
bedroom in San Rafael, so I have 
to structure weekly activities or I 
become a bedroom-internet veg¬ 
etable. Every Wednesday I volun¬ 
teer at Under One Roof. I’ve done 
this for eight years, and as a result 
I have relationships with people 
up and down Castro Street. I love 
being in the neighborhood. It’s 
such a colorful and magical place 
to be. 

What would you recommend to 
someone interested in writing 
newspaper features that lead to 
television experience? 

The same thing I recommend 


to all artists. First, be patient be¬ 
cause it’s going to take some time 
to be able to survive solely off 
your art. Next, swim in the huge 
difference between yes and no. No 
pops up a lot and it can shut you 
down. When you ask other people 
to be involved in your art, you get 
closer to no than if you do it your¬ 
self. Don’t give them the power of 
no by asking them for money, just 
do it. This means you will be wait¬ 
ing tables or cleaning floors or 
running some weird business for 
at least a while. Yes, follow your 
bliss sounds like bullshit, but it’s 
absolutely the truth. You have to 
follow your art. 

Are you single or partnered? 

One of the benefits of being 
gay is that we get to invent a lot of 
our lives, including the kind of re¬ 
lationships we have. I have a lover 
of 31 years, Adam Kazimir Ciesiel- 
ski. We met at a gay community 
center that I lived at. I also have a 
boyfriend, his name is David 
Nicholas, he’s a bootblack in Palm 
Springs. 

Does being gay play into how you 
make your newspaper feature? 

It does. It’s part of the ability 
set that I use to do my job, but I 
don’t talk about it in my column. 
I don’t talk about sex, intimacy, or 
the bedroom. It has no place in 
my column. Children don’t ask 
about it. 

Queers have to invent them¬ 
selves. We take a unique and dis¬ 
tinctly different path in our self- 
discovery than the majority cul¬ 
ture. We’re very much aliens in the 
world. We have to look at the 
pieces and say “How can I find a 
place for myself here?” The un-gay 
are culturally supported for most 
of their lives in ways that we are 
not. And I think that being an 
alien allows you a different per¬ 
spective. Most great artists step 
back and take a look at how things 
really work and then figure out 
what is optimal. That’s a skill set 
more queers have because of this 
experience. 

Do queers have a special relation¬ 
ship with children? 

Our job is different. We hold 
up a mirror. And for me, the em¬ 
bodiment of this unique perspec¬ 
tive is Mame Dennis Burnside, 
Auntie Mame, and she lived at #3 
Beekman Place. My cartoon char¬ 
acter is named Beakman Place, in 
tribute to the role of “here’s an¬ 
other way of looking at it.” And I 
think queers are pretty much in 
charge of “here’s another way of 
looking at it.” It’s easier for us to 
go to that childlike place. 

Artists also take the self-dis¬ 
covery path, too. And you don’t 
have to be queer to be an artist. 
But we’re all aliens. It’s this process 
of having to invent yourself that 
gives you power, perspective and 
insight. 

In your opinion, how do queer 
guys work differently than 
straight guys? 

There are less assumptions 
about what’s going on. When 
you’re working at a job with 
straight people, you invariably en¬ 
counter “What did you think of 
the game?” And I reply, “I’m a ho¬ 
mosexual, and sports are optional 
for my people, and I checked no 
on my card, so I don’t know what 
you’re talking about.” This way 
you can diffuse the cultural differ¬ 
ence with self-assured humor. 

Thanks for your time, Jok. Con¬ 
tinued good luck with your comics 
feature. T 
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A. J. Esta 

1930 — 2003 


Long-time San 
Francisco resident, 
theatre critic, and 
director A. J. Esta 
died of liver cancer 
on Sunday, Novem¬ 
ber 30, while visit¬ 
ing family and 
friends in Wheeler, 
Oregon. He was 73. 
Born in Butte, 
Montana, Esta moved to the East Coast 
after earning his masters degree from 
the University of Montana, then to San 
Francisco in the ’50s to pursue a theatri¬ 
cal career with Jules Irving and Herbert 
Blau’s Actors Workshop. From the mid- 
’60s he worked with a number of local 
companies, was manager of the Inter¬ 
players, and also taught and directed at 
Lone Mountain College. An inveterate 
theatre-goer, he reviewed local produc¬ 
tions for two trade papers, Drama-Logue 
and more recently Back Stage. Among 
Esta’s innovative local works were the 
first all-male productions of Hello Dolly 
and The Women, and the original musi¬ 


cals Saddle the Unicorn, COLEcuts, 
NASHional Anthem, and Shakespeare, 
the Musical. A former member of the 
Critics Circle, he was witty and passion¬ 
ate about all things theatrical, and was 
widely respected for his support of local 
actors and productions. 

He is survived by a sister and broth¬ 
er, both of Salt Lake City. A memorial 
celebration is being planned for late Jan¬ 
uary. 

Rodney Jordan-ross 


Rodney Jordan- 
ross made his tran¬ 
sition on Saturday, 
December 6th fol¬ 
lowing treatment 
for Lymphoma. 

Born on Shaw 
AFB in North Car¬ 
olina, he was raised 
in the military in 
England and Sacra¬ 
mento, California. Rodney came to San 
Francisco in 1972 where he established a 
20-year career with Southern Pacific 
Railroad working in data communica¬ 
tions. Since 1997 he has traveled North 


America as a full-time classic RV’er with 
his partner and beloved cat “Bobbie 
ross”. 

“Rodtney” had two long term rela¬ 
tionships during his lifetime; the first as 
the dutiful “wife” of a Tunisian Jew and 
the second as the proud slave, boi, 
friend, lover domestic partner and hus¬ 
band to Phil Ross who survives him. His 
relationship was celebrated and shared 
in workshops all across America includ¬ 
ing the National Convention of Black 
and White Men Together. 

Rod performed in a Middle Eastern 
Dance Company in San Francisco for 17 
years as a male belly danseur. After his 
retirement in 1996, he became an Intu¬ 
itive Crystal and Healing Touch practi¬ 
tioner and minister. He also served the 
HIV/AIDS community across Northern 
California as Co-Chair of the Mendoci¬ 
no Community Health Center Commu¬ 
nity Advisory Board; and as a member 
of the Mountain Counties Aids Consor¬ 
tium in N.E. California. He received 
honors for his service at the HIV Drop- 
In Center in Clearlake, California. 

To quote a life-long friend: “He was 
a great person; you couldn’t ask for a 
better friend. He gave and never asked 




Bush may back FMA 


by Bob Roehr 


; resident Bush may support 
a constitutional amendment 
to prevent same-sex mar¬ 
riage. But he stopped short of en¬ 
dorsing the Federal Marriage 
Amendment, already introduced 
in both houses of Congress, in a 
December 16 interview with 
Diane Sawyer on the ABC pro¬ 
gram Prime Time. 

“If necessary, I will support a 
constitutional amendment which 
would honor marriage between a 
man and a woman,” Bush said 
near the end of the interview. 

In other language sure to 
please his social conservative sup¬ 
porters, the president said he be¬ 
lieves that the Massachusetts court 
“overreached its bounds as a 
court. It did the job of the legisla¬ 
ture. It was a very activist court in 
making the decision it made.” 

He left open the possibility of 
supporting the state option of civil 
unions for gays, a position that 
Vice President Dick Cheney sup¬ 
ported during the 2000 campaign. 
And he expressed a states’ rights 
position in terms of leaving deci¬ 
sions on marriage to the states, 
“Except and unless judicial rulings 
undermine the sanctity of mar¬ 
riage. In which case, we may need 
a constitutional amendment.” 

When asked if the 1996 De¬ 
fense of Marriage Act was suffi¬ 
cient to protect marriage, as its 
primary author former Represen¬ 
tative Bob Barr (R-Georgia) has 
argued, Bush said, “It may be un¬ 
dermined at this point.” 

He dodged the question of 
whether gays are sinners by say¬ 
ing, “We’re all sinners ... and hav¬ 
ing said that, however, I do believe 
in the sanctity of marriage... but I 
don’t see that as conflict with 


being a tolerant person or an un¬ 
derstanding person.” 

Bush’s responses in the inter¬ 
view were essentially the same 
ones he has consistently given 
throughout the year when asked 
about gay marriage. He has stated 
his belief that marriage is between 
a man and a woman and that his 
administration is studying op¬ 
tions to preserve that interpreta¬ 
tion of marriage. 

The incremental change he ex¬ 
pressed in Tuesday’s interview was 
in a greater uncertainty about 
DOMA, and in using the specific 
words “constitutional amend¬ 
ment” rather than the broader 
concept of examining all options. 

The president, however, 
stopped short of endorsing either 
the FMA that is before Congress, 
or even more restrictive language 
that would ban civil unions, which 
some social conservative extrem¬ 
ists are considering proposing. 

Bush’s comments seemed to 
please no one. 

“It’s never necessary - in fact it 
should be shameful - to insert 
prejudice and discrimination into 
the U.S. Constitution,” said Winnie 
Stachelberg, political director of 
the Human Rights Campaign. “To 
use this country’s most cherished 
document to strip away individual 
liberty and freedom would be 
nothing short of a disgrace - with 
which the vast majority of the 
American people disagree.” 

Log Cabin Republicans “has 
consistently and clearly opposed 
any effort to write discrimination 
into the United States Constitu¬ 
tion,” said Executive Director 
Patrick Guerriero. He urged the 
president “to avoid a divisive cul¬ 
ture war that will only divide the 
American family.” 

“President Bush continues to 
flirt with this antifamily amend¬ 


ment long after every Democratic 
candidate for president has con¬ 
demned it,” said Dave Noble, ex¬ 
ecutive director of National 
Stonewall Democrats. “This 
amendment isn’t about protecting 
marriage, it is about prejudice.” 

Presidential candidate Repre¬ 
sentative Richard Gephardt (D- 
Missouri) called on Bush “to end 
his alliance with bigotry once and 
for all and speak out against the 
Republican Party’s hostile elec¬ 
tion-year attempt to polarize the 
election.” He strongly opposes the 
FMA “as purely political and un¬ 
necessarily divisive at the expense 
of those who already suffer from 
discrimination.” Flowever, he 
stopped short of calling for mar¬ 
riage equality for gays. 

“We consider this a declaration 
of war on gay America,” said Matt 
Foreman, executive director for 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force. “We cannot and will not be 
silent in the face of this attempt to 
enshrine our community with sec¬ 
ond-class citizenship in this na¬ 
tion’s most scared document.” 

The far right wasn’t exactly 
jumping up and down with glee 
either. Tony Perkins, executive di¬ 
rector of the Family Research 
Council, said, “It sounds as 
though the administration would 
support civil unions, which are 
counterfeits of the institution of 
marriage.” 

Andrew Sullivan, the gay con¬ 
servative supporter of same-sex 
marriage, offered this analysis on 
his blog, calling Bush’s comments, 
“A carefully tailored piece of ob¬ 
fuscation. It seems to me that, 
from this statement, we neither 
have an unconditional endorse¬ 
ment of the FMA nor an uncate- 
gorical defense of states’ rights 
with regard to marriage. Bush 
wants to have it both ways.” T 


Gay ads 

◄ page 3 

So Graham Norton show and Ab¬ 
solutely Fabulous. 

“The genesis of this ad idea 
came when I read the storyboards 
- it was immediately apparent I 
could put a gay twist on it and 
make a gay ad,” Marsh, who noted 
the company’s gay section receives 
100,000 visits monthly, told Wilke. 

While more gay positive com¬ 
mercials are popping up on televi¬ 
sion, Wilke said “you don’t see 
them on television often because 
they are not on the air long.” 

And many ads seen in America 
play to gay stereotypes, depict straight 
men’s fantasies about lesbians, or use 


fear of transgenders for laughs. 

“GLBT stereotypes and homo¬ 
phobia still run in ads,” said Wilke. 
“Bisexuals don’t show up very 
often in our culture or our media. 
But when they do, they are usual¬ 
ly cheating on someone.” 

And the ads almost never show the 
diversity of the LGBT community. 

“For now gay people in com¬ 
mercials are almost always shown 
as a young white guy or a man 
dressed as a woman,” said Wilke. 
“The advertising industry likes to 
think it reflects society, but it does 
not. There are no overweight 
folks, there are no GLBT people of 
color out there.” 

But things are slowly changing. 
Soon the city of Philadelphia will 
begin airing a television ad specifical¬ 


ly marketing the town to gay tourists. 

“No previous city has done 
that before,” said Wilke. “Interest¬ 
ingly, San Francisco has never ad¬ 
vertised to the gay community. 
Maybe they think they have got 
too many gay people already.” 

As for the future, Wilke pre¬ 
dicts gays and lesbians will be¬ 
come a larger part of the mon¬ 
tages and vignettes in commer¬ 
cials, and less often the punch line. 

“We will see less of an exploita¬ 
tion approach and probably more 
lesbian imagery. But most likely 
from a straight male fantasy per¬ 
spective,” he said. ▼ 


To view LGBT advertising visit 
www.commercialcloset.org. 


for anything in return. I’ve never heard 
him say a bad thing about a person on 
this planet — and I never heard rodt 
complain either.” He was 51. 

A memorial project in the form of 
an on-going and interactive website is 
underway to celebrate his life. All are en¬ 
couraged to contribute stories, anti¬ 
dotes, quotes and memorabilia. Please 
communicate to: rodt@leatherweb.com. 
Donations in lieu of flowers may be sent 
to “Touch Of Light Ministry,” 5545 Old 
Highway 53 - RV-40; Clearlake, CA 
95422. A private memorial service is 
planned. Contact Ross@leatherweb.com 

“A true leatherman who stole my 
heart in which his leathers will forever 
be held in the highest honor in the 
House of Ross”. 

Robert “Tiny” Reforma 


Our community 
mourns the loss of 
its universally loved 
and loving Tiny, 
long-time activist, 
musician, author, 
bartender, mentor 
and friend to all, 
who died suddenly 
and unexpectedly at 
home in San Jose 
on Sunday, December 7,2003, his 63rd 
birthday. 

Truly a blithe spirit and gentle soul 
who never let negativity cloud his life or 
ever-present smile. Tiny often could be 
found, chalice in hand, frequently in 
leather, cavorting with patrons and 
friends in Polk Street, SoMa, and South 
Bay clubs. 

Spanning four decades as a bar¬ 
tender, the last dozen years at Renegades 
in San Jose, he also worked in banking, 
property management, and in his home¬ 
town of Modesto as a farm owner and 
labor contractor. 

But Tiny’s passions were his friends 
and community, his life-long career in 
music and entertainment with his beau¬ 
tiful tenor voice and instrumentals,, 
heard in countless area venues; and his 
Tenderloin “kids,” who will remember 
his passing out fistfuls of lotto tickets 


when he was partying, money when 
needed, and the bags which he lovingly 
stuffed with his homemade sandwiches 
and goodies during Thanksgivings and 
Christmases. 

Tiny was also the proud co-owner 
with best friend and driver, Nick Ringo 
III, of Ringo-Reforma Racing, the first 
gay NASCAR team in the nation. Nick, 
the loving son-he-never-had, is crushed, 
as are Tiny’s friends and family, at his 
passing. 

Tiny is also survived by loving sister, 
Shirl Kiar, and niece, Debbie Farrell, of 
Santa Rosa, and brother, Fred Reforma, 
of San Jose. 

A Memorial Service will take place 
on December 20th at 11 a.m. at Odd 
Fellows upstairs chapel, 122 Race St., 

San Jose, California. A reception will fol¬ 
low at Renegades Bar at 393 Stockton 
Ave. in San Jose. 

Donations to AEF, San Jose’s Billy de 
Frank Center, or an AIDS youth group 
preferred. 

Tiny, thank you for your love and 
laughter, which will continue to fill our 
hearts all of our days. 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 



Our Philosophy is simple. 

• To accommodate your wishes, your budget, and your 
attitudes about death, dying andparting rituals. 

• To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

• To do things your way, not someone rise’s way. 


Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Court • San Francisco •94118* FD-1306 

I 24 Hours (415) 7714)717 I 

Personal and dignified cremation services. Call for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune-soclety.com 

□ Please send me a free Neptune brochure. 


* Dorcnn'jl 
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BAY FITNESS & TRAINING 

We put the Personal in Training 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL 
$199.OO/Year 

sign up before January 1,2004 

• Cybex Equipment • Weight Mgmt Program 
• Certified Trainers • Pro Shop 
Additional 10% Discount on all programs before Jan 1st 

2164 Market Street • SF 415.552.2791 


HAART 
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cent is a pretty sizable number,” 
said study co-author and YMHS 
lead investigator, Dennis Osmond, 
Ph.D., UCSF professor in the De¬ 
partment of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics. 

“Unfortunately, the doubling 
of the rate of unprotected recep¬ 
tive anal intercourse by study par¬ 
ticipants offset the beneficial ef¬ 
fects of antiretroviral treatments 
becoming widely available,” said 
Osmond. “While our findings 
confirm that treatment of HIV-in¬ 
fected individuals can have quite a 
significant impact on the spread 
of AIDS, they also show that treat¬ 
ment needs to be accompanied by 
prevention interventions to re¬ 
duce risky behavior in order to see 
the benefit in reduced rates of new 
HIV infections in the communi¬ 
ty” 

Broad impact 

The study not only impacts the 
debate surrounding funding for 
AIDS care but also has implica¬ 
tions for the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s HIV ini¬ 
tiatives. In 2004, the CDC will 
begin to place more focus on test¬ 
ing people who are HIV-positive 
as well as their partners. 

While AIDS groups across the 
country agree such a strategy is 
needed, they have also sounded 
alarms that once those people are 
identified to be positive there are 
not adequate resources to proper¬ 
ly care for them. According to the 
National Alliance of State and Ter¬ 
ritorial AIDS Directors, as of No¬ 
vember 1 there were already 679 


people across the country unable 
to access ADAP services. 

“That is certainly an argument 
we have been making in Califor¬ 
nia. At the same time the CDC is 
encouraging more testing, they 
also ought to be encouraging the 
president and Congress to provide 
adequate funding for ADAP,” ar¬ 
gued Van Gorder. “There are a lot 
of people who will decide not to 
test if they believe there is no hope 
to accessing treatment, let alone 
access to treatment that will help 
stop the spread of HIV to others.” 

Osmond agrees the study is a 
powerful argument for ADAP. 

“Not only is the CDC pushing 
to identify more positives but we 
have new evidence that treating 
positives is also a prevention tool,” 
said Osmond. “There has always 
been this tension between preven¬ 
tion and treatment in the HIV 
world. This kind of shows that 
they can go together, that treat¬ 
ment has prevention implications 
as well.” 

As for treatment, the study 
could also be seen as a reason for 
people who are HIV positive to 
begin taking HAART. 

“I would imagine it would help 
to motivate some people who are 
sort of on the fence about whether 
or not to treat their HIV infection 
to know that there is a chance, a 
good chance, that being treated 
will help reduce the possibility of 
transmission,” said Van Gorder. “I 
think most HIV-positive people, 
take their role in transmission se¬ 
riously. But this will help people to 
take their role more seriously.” 

The researchers cautioned the 
study results should not be seen as 
reason for those men already on 
HAART to abandon safe sex prac¬ 


tices. They note there have been 
cases where a person’s viral load 
was undetectable and they still 
passed on HIV to their sexual 
partners. 

Taking HAART “doesn’t render 
people not infectious. We know 
that,” said Osmond. “It shouldn’t 
be regarded as a free pass in any 
way. We already saw one of the 
downsides in success of treatment 
is an increase in risk behavior. It 
offset a lot of the gains in reduced 
infectiousness.” 

The study was funded by 
grants from the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, the National Can¬ 
cer Institute, the National Institute 
of Dental and Craniofacial Re¬ 
search (all parts of the National 
Institutes of Health), the Univer¬ 
sity-wide AIDS Research Program 
of the State of California, the 
AIDS Clinical Research Center of 
the University of California, and 
the UCSF/Gladstone Institute for 
Virology and Immunology Center 
for AIDS Research. 

Other co-authors of the study 
are Dr. Jeffrey N. Martin, MPH, 
assistant professor in the UCSF 
Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics; Kimberly Page 
Shafer, Ph.D., MPH, assistant pro¬ 
fessor of medicine at the UCSF 
Center for AIDS Prevention Stud¬ 
ies; Amber Cheng, MPH, statisti¬ 
cian in the UCSF Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics; 
Edwin Charlebois, Ph.D., MPH, 
assistant professor of medicine at 
the AIDS Policy Research Center 
at the UCSF AIDS Research Insti¬ 
tute; and Dr. Robert M. Grant, 
MPH, assistant investigator at the 
Gladstone Institute for Virology 
and Immunology and UCSF assis¬ 
tant professor of medicine. ▼ 


Ho, ho healthy 


iting the Dominican Republic 
to see humpback whales in 
March? These trips range 
from $1,700 to $2,500. 

You can make a 
down payment now, 
or just sign up 


ous peak hikes to relaxed car 
camping to demanding wilder¬ 
ness backpacks and naturalist-led 
walks to hands-on restoration and 
trail maintenance projects. Annu¬ 
al membership is only $17. Call 


spots for less than $100. Visit 
www.rainbowdivers.org for 
info. 


Xmas tree hugger 

So, your environmen 
talist pals don’t buy 
trees to decorate with 
ornaments. That’s 
fine. You can enjoy 
the great out¬ 
doors with a 
pine-scented 
gift by way of 
a member¬ 
ship with the 
Sierra Club. 

The gay 
and les¬ 
bian 

branch Santa baby i 

(get it?) __1__ 

hosts 

hikes all around our scenic Bay 
Area. Get close to nature and 
enjoy the company of like-minded 
folks. 

GLS outings run the gamut 
from easy urban strolls to vigor- 


(415) 977-5500 or visit http://san- 
franciscobay.sierraclub. org/GLS/ 

Hands on 

Of course, you might also hire 
one of the many workout train¬ 
ers who advertise in this pub¬ 
lication. There are also 
lots of massage thera¬ 
pists who can make you 
or your giftee feel re¬ 
laxed and ready for 
more intimate en¬ 
counters after a 
good workout. 
What better way 
to say “Happy 
Holidays” than 
the gift of a 
healthy New 
Year? 

So, if you’d 
rather hear, 
“Honey, we’ve 
joined a bowl¬ 
ing league!” instead of, “Oh, an¬ 
other sweater. How ... nice,” go to 
www.sportscomplex.org, click on 
“Local GL Sports Groups,” and get 
the gift that’ll keep on giving 
through the New Year. T 


by Jim Provenzano 


ot a New Year’s resolution? 
Want the kind of gift that 
keeps on giving, and moves 
through space, instead of being 
wrapped up in a box? Have you al¬ 
ready started indulging in a bit too 
much holiday feasting? 

There are plenty of offerings in 
the sports and fitness community 
to give yourself - or a friend or 
partner - who may need that lit¬ 
tle nudge toward getting more 
physical. 

Yogay 

If your recipient really needs to 
start from scratch for the new 
year, nothing beats yoga 
for a full-body stretching 
and toning. It’s a great 
complement to a gym 
workout, or in place of one, 
if you just want to feel good 
while aligning yourself and 
breaking a good sweat. 

You can sign your 
giftee up for Yoga 101, 
a four-week series of 
yoga fundamentals for 
absolute beginners, 
taught by Benjamin Patterson. 

“This is mainly for people who 
want to start yoga, but haven’t be¬ 
cause they feel not flexible or ‘in 
shape’ enough, or can’t find a 
good beginners class,” said Patter¬ 
son. “It’s also fine for people who 
have some yoga experience, but 
would like grounding in the fun¬ 
damentals.” 

Patterson’s classes are Thurs¬ 
days from 6-7:30 p.m., beginning 
January 8, and repeating the first 
Thursday of each month after. 
Classes are at The Hive (upstairs) 
at Urban Forage, 254 Fillmore 
Street at Haight Street. Cost is 
$13/class (drop-in); $40/series 
(preregistered). Space is very lim¬ 
ited. Pre-registration is highly rec¬ 
ommended. Call (415) 621-6768. 

A similar style is the popular 
Bikram Yoga in the Mission Dis¬ 
trict (2390 Mission at 20th 
Street). With warm, heated rooms, 
it’ll be a welcome workout in mid¬ 
winter. Bikram has a special, 10 
days for only $10, or 10 lessons for 
only $110, a perfect bargain for 
the novice, or someone looking 
for a tune-up. 

The facility has an ample stu¬ 
dio, showers for men and women, 
and you can rent a mat if you 
don’t have one. Registration for 
more classes range in prices, and 
you can set your own schedule. 

You can purchase a gift certifi¬ 
cate for an introductory special 

SAGA North Ski 
& Snowboard Club 

Next bus trip Dec. 13 
* beginners welcome * 

Featuring trips to 

* Salt Lake City, UT - 5 days 

* Whistler, BC - 7 days 

* Banff, Alberta - 7 days 

* Mammoth, CA - 4 days 

info@saganorth.com 

www.saganorth.com 


class package, or any dollar 
amount for current students or 
new friends until the end of the 
year. Gift certificates are available 
at: www.missionyoga.com or at 
the front desk. (415) 401-9642. 

Ribbons and rasslin’ 

Here’s an idea. 

You get your 
partner a sexy 
new singlet, 
wrapped up in 
a box. But wait! 

He or she thought it 
mere kink wear, but in ¬ 
side the folds of fabric is 
a gift membership 
with Golden Gate 
Wrestling Club. 

Only 

$60, plus $25 for a 
USA Wrestling 
membership, which in¬ 
cludes a subscription to USA 
Wrestler, a color magazine 
that regularly features those 
cute grapplers y’all go 
so crazy for. 

You can buy these 
items online (along 
with a copy of PINS, 
my first novel, for only 
$10. Proceeds benefit GGWC. 
Come on, you knew I was gonna 
toss in a bit of product placement, 
dincha? 

Visit www.ggwc.org to buy 
these items, as well as T-shirts, 
pins, patches, and other stuff. 

Gi-ft wrapped 

Want to get a bit more physi¬ 
cal? How about a few lessons in 
taekwon do? 

Master Ken Craig, chief in¬ 
structor of Triangle Taekwon Do 
supervises classes for beginners 
and others of all levels in the high¬ 
ly energetic yet mentally calming 
Korean art of self-defense. New 
classes are at the LGBT Commu¬ 
nity Center, 1800 Market Street. 

E-mail info@triangletkd.org, 
visit www.triangletkd.org, or call 
(415) 495-1888 for schedules and 
fees. 

Ski fever 

It being winter, and so durn 
cold even here, one might as well 
enjoy it with some snow. SAGA 
North is simply the GLBT ski 
group to join. 

The San Francisco Bay Area 
gay and lesbian ski and snow¬ 
board club hosts frequent week¬ 
end trips to Lake Tahoe ski areas, 
Aspen Gay Ski Week, and other 
•exciting events. SAGA North also 
conducts several outdoor activi¬ 
ties during the summer, including 
hiking, water skiing, and river 
rafting. Call (415) 995-2772 or 
visit www.saganorth.com 

Tank you 

If you’re feeling lavish, and 
want to really impress your loved 
one, why not take him or her off 
on an undersea adventure to an 
exotic locale with Rainbow 
Divers? Their farthest destinations 
to Roatan, Alaska, the Sea of 
Cortez, and the Galapagos Islands 
are months away. How about vis- 
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Rapid HIV test 
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don’t come ba'ck for their results 
they may be out there spreading 
the disease. Clients have been 
looking at this and saying ‘I can 
start to change my life now.’” 

Already available at Glide, the 
AIDS Health Project, Haight Ash¬ 
bury Free Medical Clinic and 
Larkin Street Youth Services, rapid 
testing will be phased in to anoth¬ 
er six locations beginning January. 
Magnet, the gay men’s health ser¬ 
vices center in the Castro, will be 
part of that group and anticipates 
having the rapid testing available 
to clients by March. 

“I think the benefit of it is for a 
lot of gay men, who have a long 
history of being tested for HIV, is 
to be able to come in and know the 
same day as you come in for test¬ 
ing what your HIV status is,” said 
Magnet Director Steve Gibson. 

Morris said despite keeping the 
rapid test pilot program rather 
quiet, many gay men showed up 
during the four months seeking 
out the rapid test. With health of¬ 
ficials recommending gay men 
who are sexually active get tested 
every six months, the rapid tests 
are an easy way for gay men to 
heed that advice. 

“A lot of gay men I talked with 
said this is great,” said Morris. 
“They said they would get tested 
more frequently now since they 
don’t have to wait two weeks.” 

Those in the AIDS community 
watching to see if rapid testing is 
embraced by gay men said they 
have been surprised so far with 
the positive results. 

“Everyone I have talked to run¬ 
ning the programs is very pleased 
with the responses and surprised 
people are willing to come in and 
do all that in one visit,” said Dana 
Van Gorder, director of state and 
local affairs at the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation. “It does seem 
preparing yourself to go in and be 
tested and counseled and receive 
test results in so short of time feels 
very loaded psychologically.” 

Barbara Adler, director of HIV 
counseling and testing at the AIDS 
Health Project, said during the 
agency’s pilot between October 
and December, more heterosexu¬ 
als were calling and asking for the 
test. Since news spread this month 
that AHP was offering the rapid 
tests, now more gay men are seek¬ 
ing appointments. 

“Folks we have been seeing are 
low risk. The majority of clients 
are very, very anxious for many 
different reasons and it seems are 
searching and looking for results 
as soon as possible,” she said. “A 
lot of people haven’t been regular 
HIV testers.” 

The obvious benefit to rapid 


testing is it eliminates the problem 
of clients not returning to receive 
their test results. Nationally, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimate 20 to 30 per¬ 
cent of people who use standard 
HIV testing do not come back for 
their results. In San Francisco, 15 
percent of testers do not return. 

“The ease of not having to 
come back a second time is really 
valuable,” said Dowling. 

“Definitely, clients said to us ‘I 
would not have tested if I had to 
wait for my results,”’ added Adler. 

Health officials expect the 
rapid testing will boost efforts to 
get people who are HIV-positive 
into treatment and counseling 
programs. 

That is “one of the key benefits 
of rapid testing,” said Faith 
Gaithdt-Davis, Glide’s HIV health 
services manager. “You have the 
person right there when you give 
them the results.” 

Glide Health Services was the 
state’s first rapid testing pilot site 
and studied the use of the new test 
between May and August of this 
year. Pleased with the results, the 
Tenderloin-based clinic continued 
with the program and was soon 
joined by the other three agencies. 

It has taken so long to get rapid 
testing into the field because sites 
first have to be approved by the 
federal government before admin¬ 
istering the tests and many coun¬ 
selors must undergo additional 
training to prepare them for what 
is an emotionally charged experi¬ 
ence. 

“The state and city are very de¬ 
liberately rolling out the test to get 
all the kinks out,” said Morris. 
“Glide spent a year doing logisti¬ 
cal work before we did the first 
test. We wanted the client’s expe¬ 
rience to be absolutely perfect.” 

Dowling added, “In the past 
the test for HIV has always been 
done in a lab. Rapid testing is 
done on site. There are a lot of 
rules and regulations people have 
to learn.” 

The one similarity between the 
rapid tests and standard tests is 
the counseling client’s receive. 

“Rapid testing does not mean 
rapid counseling,” said Morris. 

However, the sessions are hard¬ 
er on counselors. 

“Rapid testing sessions are 
much more intense because of the 
feelings involved. Both the coun¬ 
selor and client know they are get¬ 
ting the results that day” said 
Morris. “The hell a person goes 
through in two weeks is con¬ 
densed into 25 minutes. It creates 
a rapport between the counselor 
and the client.” 

Currently, all rapid testing is 
mostly done by appointment only. 
To find out more information on 
where and when to get rapid test¬ 
ing, call (415) 502-TEST. T 
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understand that this is a civil 
rights issue and they want to be 
included, so give them that 
chance. Go to www.marriagee- 
qualityca.org and download the 
Marriage Questionnaire and make 
a donation to Marriage Equality 
California in lieu of a wedding gift 
or Christmas present (it’s tax de¬ 
ductible for heaven’s sake). 

The lesson we have to share 


with our fellow citizens is that di¬ 
versity is not to be feared, but em¬ 
braced. It is time to sit down and 
break that bread together so that 
in 2004, we have the allies in place, 
ready to go to war with us on the 
issue of full marriage equality. V 


McKay is the executive director 
of Marriage Equality California. 
Kotulski is the author of Why 
You should Give A Damn About 
Gay Marriage, available soon 
from Allyson Publications. 



l a m a *Raina! 

the gayest heir salon in Sen Francisco 


417 South Van Ness at 15th • 861-GLAM 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency will accept bids on 
Contract No. RPSB 004-03, South Beach Park & Harbor Improvement 
Project (Building and Site Improvements) January 14, 2004. 

NOTE: THIS SOLICITATION IS A RE-BID. A California IB! Contractors license 
is required to bid this contract. Work includes a construction of a 2 story 11,300 square 
foot harbormaster building, wood and steel framed supported by pile and grade beam 
foundations; new utilities; landscaping; and site work. Location is adjacent to Fier 40. 
Estimated cost is $6,100,000. Bidders in possession of the original contract documents 
are not required to purchase additional sets. Bidders may obtain documents upon pay¬ 
ment of a $125 check to ISan Francisco Redevelopment Agency.! Contact Ted Mani- 
atis at (415) 749-2413 for further information, 
t 

SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER ASSURANCE 

Consumer Tip! With the high cost of fuel these days n make sure you get what you pay 
for! Always make sure you are paying the advertised price per gallon for fuel. Contact 
the San Francisco Department of Consumer Assurance if you have a complaint relat¬ 
ing to weight, count or measure. The round county seal on the gas pump ensures the 
pump was tested and the Department of Consumer Assurance phone number is on the 
seal for your protection. Be a smart consumer! 

Consumer Tip! Be aware of parking meters in San Francisco that do not give the cor¬ 
rect amount of time for your money. If you receive a parking meter ticket in San Fran¬ 
cisco and you believe the parking meter is inaccurate, contact the Department of Con¬ 
sumer Assurance and one of our inspectors will test the meter for accuracy. If the meter 
is found to be inaccurate, the Department can help you challenge the ticket. Provide 
the meter number and location of the meter when calling or using the online com¬ 
plaint form. 

t 

The Dept, of Consumer Assurance protects San Franciscofs citizens by researching 
consumer complaints regarding the sale of goods and services sold by weight, count or 
measure. Consumer protection includes testing scales, price scanners and packaged 
commodities in retail stores, testing taxicab meters for accuracy, testing gasoline pumps 
and many other devices. Inspectors regulate quality standards for produce, plants and 
flowers and complete pest inspections to protect Californiafs billion dollar agriculture 
crops from diseases. The department protects consumers and businesses from dishon¬ 
est practices that include fraud, deceptive practices or negligence. The Department also 
handles insect identification, bee inquiries and provides information about the Ale- 
many Farmers! Market and Alemany Antique & Collectibles Market. 

Contact the department to report possible fraud relating to weight, count or measure, 
deceptive packaging or advertising, retail store scanner pricing errors, inaccurate me¬ 
ters, short weight on products, substandard produce or illegal tobacco advertising. A 
consumer complaint form is available on our website at www.sfgov.org/casf or contact 
us direcdy with complaints. Help us promote equity in the marketplace in San Francisco! 

For more information: San Francisco Department of Consumer Assurance, 

501 Cesar Chavez, Suite 109A, San Francisco, CA 94124 (415)824-6100; 
fax(415)285-8776;TTY:415-285-1214TolI Free: (888) 966-SURE (7873) 
www. sfgov. org/casf 



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541087 

In the Matter of the Application of Brian 
Lee Mavrogeorge for Change of Name. The 
application of Brian Lee Mavrogeorge for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Brian Lee Mavrogeorge has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Brian Lee Bonner. Now ther- 
fore, it is hereby ordered and directed, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Department 218 
on the 10th day of February, 2004 at 
9:00am., of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541081 

In the Matter of the Application of Douglas 
Taylor Rothstein for Change of Name. The 
application of Douglas Taylor Rothstein for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Douglas Taylor Rothstein has filed an ap¬ 
plication proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Douglas Taylor Kasle. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 29th day of January, 2004 at 
9:00am., of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


kififtltEs _ 

Law Offices 

OF 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 
13 years experience 

• Mediation Services 

• Real Estate Transactions 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Prepara¬ 
tion 

• Employment Counseling 

• Bankruptcy 

656-1968 

jkrubinstein@yahoo.com 


Law Offices 

TViomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
TVust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw1@aol.com 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

B Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

- Attorney at Law - 


Wills and Living Trusts 
Powers of Attorney 
Estate Planning 
Trust Administration 

Affordable rates 

Flood Building 

870 Market St. (415)421-1893 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541083 

In the Matter of the Application of Emilio 
Stefano Prieto for Change of Name. The 
application of Emilio Stefano Prieto for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Emilio Stefano Prieto has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Emflio Stefano Prieto Torres. 
Now therfore, it is hereby ordered and di¬ 
rected, that all persons interested in said 
matter do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the 27th day of January, 
2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541070 

In the Matter of the Application of Shora 
Miller for Change of Name. The applica¬ 
tion of Shora Miller for change of name, 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Shora Miller 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Shornora 
Miller. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 27th day of Janu¬ 
ary, 2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541025 

In the Matter of the Application of Shan¬ 
non Minter for Change of Name and 
change of Gender. The application of Shan¬ 
non M inter for change of name and 
change of gender, having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that Shannon Minter has filed an ap¬ 
plication proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Shannon Price M inter and 
his/her gender be changed from female to 
male. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 13th day of Janu¬ 
ary, 2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


STATEMENT FILE A-0271814-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: J.Wavro Associates 1847 Lombard 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94123. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed James Wavro. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/01/03. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
CA on 12/02/03. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 




mm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 
=i 415-292-7589 
[■■■■1 www.weltax.com 


N ON-TRADITIONAL 
FINANCIAL PLANNING 

Hourly fee only. Nolan Madson 

415 - 626-9023 

NolanMadson@yahoo.com 
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VACATION RENTALS 


REAL ESTATE 



SUITES AS LOW AS $99! 


15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 
• Ideal Location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach. Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 
Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 
Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 
• Waikiki's Only Gey Owned and 
Operated Guest House 
• Free Access to Max's Gym 


For Reservations Call Toll-free: 


1 - 877 - 902-2121 


2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, Hf 96815 
www.cabana-waikiki.com 


Announcing a brand newfuest hot&e 
where the spirit of aloha aboundsrft 

Ha'aheo Waikiki, JfSh 


Home suite home. * Tjjri 

You'll find the spirit in exqui^te ] 
two-bedroom suites with elegantly 
designed kitchens and spacious living 
rooms that are sure to impress. if| 

Ha'aheo, Hawaiian for pride. 

You'll feel the spirit in our intimate. 
Gay owned and operated hideaway 
where you can pamper yourself with 
pride. Start your day with a comp¬ 
limentary morning newspaper at 
your door. End it in our soothing 
hot tub just steps from your suite. 

Get into the spirit. i 


Ha‘aheO 


For a free brochure or reservations 1-888 ? 71?591 toll free or WWW.haaheo.COfH 


Historic 

New Orleans 

Gay Guesthouse 

The Kerlerec House 

Located 1/2 block from the 
French. Quarter 
888.948.3440 
928 Kerlerec Street 



New Orleans, LA 70116 
www.kerlerec.com 
E-mail: hsdavid@bellsouth.net 


YOSEMITE 

B&B & Rental house 888-687-4281 
Just 3.5 hours from SF. 
Sierratel.com/AppleBlossomlnn es 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


TRAVEL 

LA FRANCE GASTRONOMIQUE 

WWW.JOURNEY-OUT.COM 





DELIVERS 

SERVING 

ALL OF 

SONOMA 
COUNTY ' . 


Prudential 

California Realty 


• id years ui vvme ^ourury experience 

• expertise which has earned him a spot 
in the top 6% of all producers in the 
national Prudential network 

• specialties: homes, land & resorts 
Call now for a hassle-free consultation 

(877) 824-2500 

doughohling @ sbcglobal.net 
www.SonomaCountyRealtor.net 


Alan Emery 

REALTOR 


Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at: (760) 323-8913 

llfev Email: AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com 
www.AlanEmery.com 

Mb 


-SECLUDED MEDfTERRAUEAU ESTATE — 


CALL MARILYN AT 925.997.9877 
OR CAMERON AT 925.457.5544 
FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
CEE TN/C WONDERFUL NOME. 


4800 + f Q. 


FT.. 12 ROOMC INCLUDE FORMAL ENTRY, 
COLARIUM, LIVING ROOM. FORMAL DINING 
ROOM. K/TCNEN/FAM/LY COMBO. LI¬ 
BRARY, 3 BEDROOMC. 3 1/2 BATNC. 
BEAUTIFUL POOL & 3 DECKC WITN VIEWC 
OF BRIDGE A NILLC. LARGE IN-LAW OR 
AU-PAIR W/CEPARATE ENTRY. 


PALM SPRINGS. 

THE FRIENDLY GAY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and re¬ 
sponsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. Email: 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. Web 
Page: AlanEmery.com 


SAUSALITO 

HOME 

Quiet & private 3BR/2.5BA+0ffice 
Hot tub,decks,FP,Peek of view, EZ 
commute! Peg Copple&Assoc/Jenna 
415-331-8611, ext 9. 


GREAT 

VACATION 

HOME 

Guerneville, private but close to re¬ 
sorts. 2Bd,2Ba, decks, spa, rent when 
not using. $399,000. Jim Sorrells, 
Agt (707)869-1146 


PALM 

SPRINGS 

New Steel & Glass Modernist Home. 
Elegant, gorgeous,private. Mountain 
views, walls of glass, lap pooi/spa. 
Near zero maintenance. 2Bdrms 
(16'X22'), Lvrm/din/kit (45'X22'). 
Featured in Desert Sun & Palm 
Springs Life. New on market 

949-413-6811. q ^ 


RUSSIAN RIVER 
SPECIALS! 

NORTHWOOD ON 
9TH FAIRWAY 

3 bdrm, 2 story and den. Reduced to 
$459,500 

GREAT AREA IN 
GUERNEVILLE 

3 bdrm, 2 bth. New carpets and 
paint. Can be divided for in-laws. 
Relax in hot tub with vineyard views. 
Reduced to $555, 000. 

CONDO IN 
GUERNEVILLE 

2 bdrm, 2 bth. plus loft. Hardwood 
floors & landscaped patio. $274,900. 

LARGE SUNNY LOT 

Roomy 2 bdrm. with vaulted ceiling & 
skylights. $339,000. 



CALL FLO OR CHARLIE @ 
CPS GREAT REALTY. 707- 
869-9067 OR 707-865-1700. 

E50 
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REAL ESTATE 


Craic & Dean your 



Palm Springs 



Realtors 


I dM 

<■> 

Windermere 

Real Estate 


fm . ^ 

Call Craig & Dean at: 

(760) 578-8281 
www.craigdean@dc.rr.com 


Consider us your friends! 


Palm Springs Real Estate 



Robert Ramblas 

• Residential and Commercial Properties 

■ 1031Exchanges 

■ Small Hotels and Inns 

■ Covering Palm Springs. Rancho Mirage, 
Palm Desert and Cathedral City 


RE/MAX 


7G0.799.2IGB 


www.desert-homes.net 


ROOMMATES 

East Bay/Pleasant Hill Tahoe setting. 
Townhouse. 5 story. Bedroom, 
full private bath. Encludes garage. 
$700.00 Sorry no pets/guests. 
Mike 925-947-5550 

_ESI 

Share Fab House Concord/W.C. Has 
pool/spa backs onto open space. Very 
private $650+ 925-825-4275. 

_ESI 

$600+Util.-Gay Home-East Bay 
Leave message 4 Tom 510-465-7910 

Fremont $500mo+util home w/pool 
No smk.Wash/dryer. (510) 792-4404 


RENTALS 

OAKLAND 

2 BDR, New W/W Carpet, Mini 
blinds, WD, Parking. Good area near 
Highland Hospital. $935/mo plus de¬ 
posit. 

510-261-1980 

__EOl 

2Bedroom 
lbath apt Alameda. 

Garage, pool 1 block to SF Bus 1 ??? 
NO PETS. 

New carpets/paint, 

$1,100 Mo. 

510-548-6920, X242. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

4 15 - 978-246 3 

Gift Certificates Available 

www.stevenunderhill.com 


NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

Photographer.com 



—RICK GERHARTER- 
•PHOTOGRAPHY* 

15yrsexp. Dependable!! 

(415) *824 *5300 

email: rgerharter@igc.org 



JOBS OFFERED 


tr*f, 



ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

p p y t Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one year 
experience in retail. 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 



ADVERTISING IN THIS 
PUBLICATION IS NOT 
A GAMBLE. 



/Advertisers in this publication know 
they’re getting their money's worth, They 
are.not taking a chance on unsubstantiated 
circulation. They know when they see the 
Verified logo that our circulation figures have 
undergone rigorous internal and field audits 
by Verified, a respected auditor of &ee and 
paid publications for over 50 years. 

We are just as committed to giving our 
advertisers honest and precise circulation 
data as we are to providing our readers with 
interesting and valuable information. 

For a sure thing - give us a call. Our 
advertising department has numbers 
you can count on. 


BkA kmRehi 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0271360-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sunset Psychic 1417 9th Avenue San 
Francisco, CA 94122. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed Rose John¬ 
son. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 8/08/93. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA on 
11/12/03. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

STATEMENT FILE 0271802-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Debre Damo Hotel 106 Fern Court,San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Tsegai 
Berhe. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 12/02/03 
The statement was filethwith the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/02/2003. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15, 2003 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME FILE 243248 

The following person(s) have abandoned 
the use of the fictitious business name 
known as Debre Damo Hotel 106 Fern 
Court, San Francisco, Ca 94109 This 
business was conducted by an individual, 
signed Tsegai Berhe. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 12/02/03 
DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-541009 

In the Matter of the Application of David 
Allan Wentworth for Change of Name. The 
application of David Allan Wentworth for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
David Allan Wentworth has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to David Wentworth Schuh. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons inte'rested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 17th day of February at 
9:00am of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-540939 

In the Matter of the Application of Xavier 
Lartigue for Change of Name. The applica¬ 
tion of Xavier Lartigue for change of 
name, having been filed in Court, and it ap¬ 
pearing from said application that Xavier 
Lartigue has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that his/her name be changed to Latif 
Kam Ra Eze. Now therfore, it is hereby or¬ 
dered and directed, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Department 218 on the 17th day 
of February at 9:00am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-541068 

In the Matter of the Application of Freder¬ 
ick William Hoock for Change of Name. 

The application of Frederick William 
Hoock for change of name, having been 
filed in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that Frederick William Hoock 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Andrea Ashley 
Chenie. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 27th day of Janu¬ 
ary at 9:00am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,200 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-540960 

In the Matter of the Application of Sonya 
Sherrard for Change of Name. The appli¬ 
cation of Sonya Sherrard for change of 
name, having been filed in Court, and it ap¬ 
pearing from said application that Sonya 
Sherrard has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that his/her name be changed to Ducha 
Malika Jali. Now therfore, it is hereby or¬ 
dered and directed, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Department 218 on the 17th day 
of February at 9:00am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 


STATEMENT FILE A-0271760-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Westwood, 236 West Portal #334 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94127 This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Mark Bal- 
istreri. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/01/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271667-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Linda Jewelry, 121 O'Farrell Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Demin 
Li. The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/24/03. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
11/24/2003. 

DEC. 11,18,25 JAN 01,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271739-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Universal Biologies, Global, Inc. 2. J 
Line, Inc., 1006 Sutter Street,San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94109. This business is conducted 
by a corporation signed Kathie Wong. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on NA The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 11/26/2003. 

DEC. 11,18,25 JAN 01,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE NO.CASE 
#540720 

In the Matter of the Application of Yisrael 
Ben Avraham For change of Gender. The 
application of Application of Yisrael Ben 
Avraham for change of gender from female 
to male, having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that Yis¬ 
rael Ben Avraham has filed an applica¬ 
tion proposing that his/her gender be 
changed from female to male. Now ther¬ 
fore, it is hereby ordered and directed, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
20th day of January, 2004, at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for gender change (female to male) should 
not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


STATEMENT FILE A-0271345-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: The Rip Tide, 3639 Taraval Street, 

San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
general partnership signed David Quinby. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on NA. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 11/10/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271696-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as Mike's Urban Garden, 375 Guerrero 
Street Apt. 2, San Francisco, Ca. 94103. 
This business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Michael B. Collins. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on NA. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 11/25/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25, 2003 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

To whom it may concern : The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is Martinez Benjamin The Ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 185 Berry Street, Suite #5600 San 
Francisco, Ca 94107, to sell alcoholic bev¬ 
erages at 10 Mason Street, San Francisco, 
Ca 94102 . Type of License applied for: 
41-0N- SALE BEER AND WINE 
EATING PLACE 
DEC. 11,18,25, 2003 



Caregivers wanted for elderly care 
$10-$11 an hour. Live in and hourly 
available. Car is a plus. Call David at 
415-273-1497. CNA's & HHA's 

PAINTER/HANDYMAN 

Good pay.362-6156 *Fax 445-9970 

r J _E52 

SALES/MARKETING 

Int'l firm expanding in Bay Area 
seeks sales/mgmt types to work from 
home 

SIX-FIGURE POTENTIAL 

plus car program Call(888)309-5734 

Drywall Trainee, w/car, part-time 
Hard, detail wrk. $12 +Hr 995-4782 



BLOW 

BUDDIES 

We're hiring. You must be able to 
work some 2nd and 3rd shifts. Previ¬ 
ous experience working with the pub¬ 
lic required. Pick up application at 
933 Harrison or send us your resume 
at www.blowbuddies.com. 

Em 

OPEN 

CASTING CALL 

Calling all hot guys 18-35. Want to 
be in porn, Make $? Factory Videos, 
442 Natoma St. ((between 5th & 6th 
Sts and Howard & Mission) in San 
Francisco is looking for you. Stop by 
our studio, Sat., Jan. 3 to apply, 
llam-4pm. 415-777-9070. 

PORN 

MODELS 

NEEDED 

You Hot! 18-35, gdlking in shape like 
showing it off + making $. Us-fun, 
pro-am video company 5 yrs strong. 
Cum join our men. Call us 415-777- 
9070 10-6PM M-F. 
www.factoryvideos.com ^ 

TOTAL 

COCKSUCKERS 

WANTED 

Are you addicted to sucking 
cock? Are you a show off? Look 
good, be passionate. Email 
paul@treasureislandmedia.com or 
call Paul at 415-437-6696 ext #3 
WWW.TREASU REISLAND 
MEDIA.COM 


CAN 

YOU 

SUCK 

YOUR 

OWN 

DICK? 

Wanna be in a video and make 
some $? Call 415-437-6696 x3 
or send email to models@ 
treasureislandmedia.com 
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Mttiimui 


SERVICES 


Cinderella’s Housekeeping Agency 

We Don’t Cut Corners, We Clean Them* 
Serving San Francisco Since 1984 
Phone: 415-864-8900 

into@ClnderellasAgency.com 
. _ www.clnderellasagency.com 


^ GOTt ? 

PETS? 

PET SITTINGS. DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTRTION 

CALL JEflNINE 

415 8B1-5381 isn 


Fernando Cleaning Services 

Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

io Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 713-2329 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO¬ 
MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER¬ 
ENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA, LIC 
#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


Wizard's Cleaning Team 


Experienced Professionals with all aspects of 
residential & business needs, inch hauling. 

♦reference! upon requeet* 


CALL for FREE ESTIMATE 


L wizardcleanteam@aol.com 

J £ 






415.487.0114 (Office) 
415.225.0779 (cell) 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, 

CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

_E52 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dav Fairall 

415-776-1939 
BEFORE 5PM 

_£18 

Cleaning Professional 
17yrs. exp. 

Home or Office. 

Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513. 

PRUNE 

YOUR 

TREE 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of tree and 
more. Please call: 334-3334. 




ADMIRAL v'GREEN 

LANDSCAPIN G 


San Francisco’s Residential 
Landscape Specialists 


call (415) 750-9002 

www.admiralgreen.com 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling ‘Tree Care 

Ph:(415)552-8274 Pgr: (415)597-1889 


•suNNyside- 


i Bkmhns . 

LrGndzt'Qp0 4 

■ Custom Landscape Design 

■ Installation 

■ Maintenance 

Steve Coughran 
4I5.9D2.229I 


• HANDIWORK 

• SMALL REPAIRS 

• SMALL PROJECTS 

TDM SKIDMORE 

415 - 279-2853 

REASONABLE RATES • EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


PIANO PLAYER HOUDAY PARTY 

Play B'way X-mas sing alongs 
Jim 415-934-9325 310-6624 cell 

_£5^ 

Meticulous Housecleaning $15/Hr 
Call Brian: 415-571-0933 

_ESI 

DIEGO! 

DIEGO! 

DIEGO! 

My clients are singing my 
praises. Find out why. 

Excellent house-cleaner 
References. Call Diego 
415-378-7728. 

_ESQ 

HOUSE 

CLEANING 

Make your house beautiful. 

Call Rogelio 650-291-7763. 

___EOl 

BASIC CLEAN $35 WKLY 

Once $55,mop,dust / bath,kitchen 
stove,fridge,garbage,sheet change 
fireplace, kitty litter. Flat rate. 

Most for money. Call John 420- 
2926. In Bay Area Reporter 10 years 



DON’T GET 
LEFT 
BEHIND! 

Get your ads in on time this 
Holiday Season. 

Deadlines have changed!!! 

Call 415.861.5019 
or email 

BARadv@aoi.com 
for details. 


UPKEEP 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 

f OUflLITY ROOFING SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PD*Sfate Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 


CARPENTRY 


Specializing in 
Kitchens & Baths 
Interior Remodeling 
Crown & Custom Trim 
Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

1 - 888 - 538-9076 


DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



CA Lie. # SIMM 


Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 

415-261-0202 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Senring our Community with pride and respect 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 



WE LIKE OLD HOUSES & VICTORIANS 


Lighting design & build 

Emergency power restorationASAP 

Member National Electrical Contractors Association 10 years. 32 years in 
business. Good Service Guide approved 10 years. Insured PL&PD Bonded 
license #273651. 

http://home.pacbell.net/japeters/ 4 ! 5 “ 239“5393 


BAY 

ELECTRIC 

r , PH (41 

-Free 

15 ) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels‘panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


SorroMtm 


SERVICES 


• HANDIWORK + SMALL REPAIRS 
MIGHT CONSTRUCTION 

• SMALL PROJECTS 

• LIGHT MOVES 

• RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL 


TOM SKIDMORE 
415-279-2853 

REASONABLE RATES 
EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


®LUX 


Painting & Decorating 

Wallpopirlng 
Troln.d Colorist 




PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK < 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Don Giovanni’s 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/Exterior work 

415 . 724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 



INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSULTATION 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, PAST 

415.701-9968 

JPPCOMPANYeAOL.COM 


JUST HAUL IT t JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I JUST SHOCK IT I 
- WHATEVER - 

•JUST FIX IT ! • 

AN ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN SERVICE 

JIM - (415) 864 - 6850 


Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN •621-1379 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 

FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 232-0100 


CARPENTRY! 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


jDm painting 

“For A Job Done Right” 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 307-4351 


Drywall/Plaster-highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782^ 

INTERIOR PAINTING 

Specialty finishes, color 
consultation, stenciling, 
attention to detail, small jobs 
welcome, free estimates. 15 
years experience, references. 

CA Lie 772685. Mike Pierce 
415/225-9910 


BmAwaRi 


EPORTER 


mbe 


hi;! 

fit-- ; 
till I ' 


O’ 


jPj 
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[HWflllfM 


hauling 


HARDY’S 

HAULING 

Big trucks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 
Bonded, Insured, Licensed #796808 

415-282-2733 


RELOca/w 

^ (415) 621-5164 W 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


*FAST HAUL & 
*-•415 665-0800 — 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Basement, Garage, Attic, Sofa’s, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Earth Friendly Hauling 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou (415)225-4637 


EZ RELOCi 

MIC 

'6 6 6' 

)N 

nf 

RQwl 

HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • PGR41 5-597-1889 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


2Men Lg clean truck cheap 24hrs 
Free est.-Louis 902-3229 

£03 

TRUCK & HUNK FOR HIRE 

Clean Reliable Courteous 
Best rates. (415)420-3875. 24/7 

Hauling, etc. 441-1054. Large truck! 
Remove carpet, appliances, sofas... 

_E02 

Hauling $20/HR. Reliable, on time. 
Call Mike @415-577-7180. 

___£51 

TRUCK & HUNK FOR HIRE 

Clean Reliable Courteous 
Best Rates 415-420-3875 24/7 


MOVERS 


PATttY^l 

MoyimcS 

Storace 

Call for a free estimate 

415-871-8196 

• No extra charge 

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[PACKING » MOVING » STORAGE] 


415-821-4755 

WWW •JACKTRUX* COM 
JACKTRUX@AOL.COM 


HayAreaRi 


EPORTER 


INSTRUCTION 


Do you really want, 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 

Individuals/Group Classes 



TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH HELP 


‘ Prompt 
1 Thorough 
' 12 Years Exp 


% 


Rick 415.821.1792 



Need PC help? > 




Experienced "" 


tr 


Friendly 

/ 



Reasonable 

—I / 




“ 



Ed: 415-282-0383 

II 




Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remam.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We’ll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415 - 552-7909 
www.sf-remain.com 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation- 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL WEST 
REALTY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialwestcounty.com 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


COUNSELING 


Your Life Can Be More Fulfilling 


INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE, AND GROUP THERAPY 

Together, we can work toward: 

• Overcoming troubling emotions 

• Improving your relationships 

• Becoming more authentic 

Justin Hecht, Ph.D., CGP 

(Licensed Psychologist *PSY 14574) 

415.673.0283 

JustinhechOgprodigy.net SMRi 


DU 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men's Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 

Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 



Results-oriented, compassionate 
therapy for individuals and couples 


• resolve painful emotions 

• strengthen relationships 

• manage alcohol, drugs or sex issues 

415.522.2953 
Milam Freitag, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSV14929 

f ' Financial District location 


visit my uiebsite www.milam-freitQg.com 


Walt Odets, Ph D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSY-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510-845-4628 


Brief, solution-focused therapy 

for individuals and couples 


Dr. Eric S. Nicely 

Licensed Psychologist t PSY18892 

(415) 955-1975 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


X-BOLDs 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 

RATES 


First line, Regular 
All subsequent lines 
CAPS 

BOLD 

X-BOLD 

PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


4.50 
3.00 
double price 
double price 
triple price 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


s Here ▼ 

L 


Regular Stops Here V 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 


RON FOX, Ph D., mft 

COUNSELING 6c PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out Issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysftnctional family Issues 

CONVENIENT CASTRO OFFICE 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 
www.ronfoxphd.com 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


B esbian, bisexual, 

DER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ON OF THE BAY AREA 

aylesta 

^ a norvproltt ccxporallon 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over one hundred 
participating licensed psychotherapists. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


Timothy Belavich, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 




Phone: 415.263.1529 

Timothy Belavich, Ph.D. 


Ms 

HYPNOSIS-GET RESULTS 

Ready for a change? Free yourself 
from old patterns! Fast, effective and 
safe. 

NINA GLASER - 
HYPNOTHERAPIST 

Free Consultation - 415-516-2133 

£-12 


























































































































































































BOB ROSS 

remembered 



1934-2003 



From left, New Mexico Governor Toney Anaya, Bob Ross, and Tom Horn 



Late SF Police Commissioner Jo Daly, Wayne Friday, Bob Ross, and Tom Horn 




San Francisco Superior Court Judge KayTsenin, left, with Bob Ross in 2000 






























The importance of being Chi Chi 

The oeuvres of porn director Chi Chi 

With Kidd gloves 

Book designer/superstar 

Mi 

n- v 

LA 

San Francisco giant 

BAR publisher/co-founder 

^.1 

JT **31 

LaRue dissected, in ‘Karrnal Knowledge.’ 

Chip Kidd is considered. 


W r 

Bob Ross is remembered. 


page 35 | 
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pages 26,34, 36 



A /I Mm BayAreaReporter 

RTS&EOTERTAINMENT 


Vol. 33 • No. 51 • 18 December 2003 



Channeling 

Hedwig 


John Cameron Mitchell appears at the 
Castro for 'A Hed-wigged Out Xmas' 

by Adam Sandei 


J ohn Cameron Mitchell likes people 
who like Hedwig. Writing, directing 
and starring in the play and film Hed¬ 
wig and the Angry Inch earned 
Mitchell cult-figure status. He relates with 
some delight, “A lot of people who saw it and 
were affected by it are people I like.” 

Spending time with fans must also give 
Mitchell the impression that all Hedwig lore is 
common knowledge. He responds to the ques¬ 
tion of how he first conceived of the charac¬ 
ter, “Don’t you know that?” 

For the uninitiated, he drew visual inspira¬ 
tion for the character from the German ex- 
prostitute who was his babysitter when he was 
a 14-year-old boy growing up in Kansas. 
Mitchell developed his story of the transgen- 
dered pupk-rocker over four years. 

The film version of Hedwig has now 
spawned the holiday extravaganza A He'd- 
Wigged Out Xmas, which will be performed 
Friday night at the Castro Theatre. 

High-camp impresario Marc Huestis pro¬ 

page 32 ► 


Out of darkest 
New Jersey 

Lesbian comic Judy Gold plays SF 


by Richard Dodds 

J udy Gold is always at the ready to de¬ 
fend New Jersey, but the defense wavers 
when it comes to her Garden State 
hometown of Clark. 

“It was abnormal suburbia,” she said. “It 
was as if when they were putting up real es¬ 
tate they said, ‘Let’s get the worst people in 
the entire world to live in this one area. And 
then let them torture Judy Gold.’” 

That’s a background with at least two ob¬ 
vious career trajectories: psychopath and 
comic. Judy Gold chose the latter, and will 
again be sparing the world of bloodshed 
when she returns to San Francisco for the first 
time since taping an HBO special here in 
1995. 

“I’m brutally honest,” she said. “I can’t lie 
on stage, ever.” 

The 41-year-old writer-comedian is one of 
the headliners at the 11th annual evening of 
Kung Pao Kosher Comedy, an event based on 
the Jewish-American tradition of heading to 
a Chinese restaurant while their neighbors do 
Christmas. This year’s event takes place Dec. 


24-27 at the New Asia Restaurant, and also 
features Ed Crasnick, Bruce Smirnoff, and 
Kung Pao founder Lisa Geduldig. 

“They had asked me to do it for a few 
years in a row,” Gold said recently from New 
York, “and I couldn’t, because I had a new¬ 
born.” 

Gold’s kids are now 7 and 2, and she’s 
rearing them with her partner of 18 years, 
Sharon Callahan. Ever since becoming a par¬ 
ent, Gold has been adding to the lesbian ref¬ 
erences in her standup act. 

“I never wanted to be pigeonholed as a 
‘gay comic,’ because my comedy really wasn’t 
about my sexuality,” she said. “But you base 
your comedy on life experiences, and as your 
life changes, so does your act. Now I have a 
lot of material about being a gay mom and 
being with Sharon for 18 years.” 

Not that there haven’t been some protests. 
“My 7-year-old comes to a lot of the shows, 
and now that I talk about him on stage, he’s 
been getting really pissed off. He doesn’t real¬ 
ly understand the joke, but he hears his name, 
and he’s like, ‘That really hurts my feelings.’ I 
page 29 ► 
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Giant of the gay press passes 

Gone but not forgotten: B.A.R. publisher Bob Ross 


by Roberto Friedman 

| I ut There is not going to go 
J ’ as far as to say that BAR 
- publisher/co-founder Bob 
Ross was a father figure to us, ex¬ 
cept in the very real sense that he 
was a father figure to the whole 
gay movement. He was a true vi¬ 
sionary in that very early on, he 
foresaw a time when full civil 
rights would have to be granted to 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgen¬ 
ders and queers — and he even 
got used to seeing that last word 


in headlines. As much as anyone, 
Ross was responsible for turning 
San Francisco into a town where 
we, as gays, demand and get true 
political power. He made sure we 
have pull and muscle where we re¬ 
ally need it, in high places. That 
set the pace for the rest of the na¬ 
tion to catch up. 

Not incidentally, Ross was also 
a generous patron of the arts, in 
ways public (helping commission 
Elliot Goldenthal’s score for San 
Francisco Ballet’s Othello) and 
never made public (endowing a 
scholarship at the SF Ballet 



“ONE OF THE MOST MOV^G FILMS OFTHE YEAR!” 


-David Noh, HX i Film Journal 


YOSSI * 
JAGGER 

TWO SOLDIERS AND A LOVE 
_ THAT LASTS FOREVER... 

REL^mii STRAND RELEASING presents a film by EYTAN FOX 


EXCLUSIVE SAN FRANCISCO ENGAGEMENT 

NOW PLAYING 

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES 


“San Francisco’s answer to the holiday spectacular 
at Radio City Music Hall — Bay Area Reporter 
“Brilliant. The pacing and comic timing are flawless.” - SF Spectrum 


THEatre RHINOceros and Art full Circle Theatre present 



frith the prifriords 

Directed by Donna Drake 

Hedda Lettuce as Joan Crawford 
Jef Valentine as Christina Crawford 


Featuring 

David Bicha, Mark Enea, 
Trauma Flintstone, Matthew Martin, 
Mark Sargent, Tom Shaw, 

Nikki Star and ‘Drew Todd 

f Now through Jan. 3,2004 

^ Tue — Sun on The Rhino Mainstage 


Box Office: (415) 861-5079 wSL therhino.org 

For more info on Artful Circle Theatre, visit www.aetsf.com 


School). From our perspective 
here at the arts desk, he was al¬ 
ways supportive of our efforts to 
put out a full and piquant arts 
section. He was a publisher who 
never meddled in content issues 
on our watch. He loved and at¬ 
tended the SF Ballet, San Fran¬ 
cisco Opera, San Francisco 
Symphony, and Santa Fe 
Opera. He collected Asian art. He 
traveled extensively, and his out¬ 
look was worldly and expansive. 
He told colorful stories of going 
on European tours with the Bal¬ 
let, where dancers confided about 
their love lives to him over drinks 
and cigars. 

We’re not going to pretend 
that Mr. Ross didn’t sometimes 
lose his temper, spectacularly, as 
who has not who works on a 
newspaper? But he never lost his 
marbles, which is more unusual 
than you might think in the world 
of print. He was a believer in the 
importance of an independent 
gay press, a pioneer in the still 
new and vibrant strain of gay 
journalism. The BAR is his legacy 
to the community. Also not a 
small thing: he always paid writ¬ 
ers, photogs, editors, and staff 
promptly, with checks still good 
when you cashed them. 

“The checks, although minus¬ 
cule, were always on time, and in 
my stories, I could use any word 
in the English language,” agrees 
arts writer Bob Julian. “For a 
writer, that linguistic carte blanche 
is priceless. Bob had his own vi¬ 
sion of what the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter should be. And al¬ 
though it only occasion¬ 
ally coincided with my 
own, I always appreci¬ 
ated his dedication to 
the publication, and his 
determination that the 
voices of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual people would 
not be silenced.” 

Former BAR 
arts writer George 
Heymont com¬ 
ments, “Underneath his tough 
and often bluntly sadistic exterior 
was a generous man with an ex¬ 
tremely big heart who loved 
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opera, respected intelligence, and 
would not let anyone push him 
around simply because he was 
gay. Bob always dealt from 
a position of power, and 
he inspired legions of 
gay men and lesbians 
to follow suit in 
business, politics, 
and in the pursuit of 
their professional 
goals.” 

“I met Bob Ross six 
times,” notes the¬ 
atre writer 

Richard Dodds, 

“at each of the 
BAR’S holiday parties. At the first, 
after only a few weeks of writing 
for the paper, I got a box of Godi- 
va chocolates and a bonus check. 
I misted a bit.” Arts writer Tavo 
Amador remembers meeting Bob 
partyside 30 years ago and bond¬ 
ing over a shared love for Beluga 
caviar. Film writer David Lamble 
remembers the year Bob passed 
out dictionaries as party favors. 
Music writer Phil Campbell says 
Bob was “bigger than life.” Every¬ 
one we spoke with last week had 
some memory or anecdote. He 
cast a large shadow. 

. So we’re not gonna kid you: It’s 
been rough sledding this year here 
at the old Bay Area Reporter. Not 
only are we now bereft of our 
guiding light, we’re still somewhat 
shell-shocked from the untimely 
death of former BAR news editor 
Mike Salinas this past summer. 
Salinas hired us on to the BAR ed¬ 
itorial staff and in many ways was 
a real mentor to us. One day at the 
office, as we bent over the dictio¬ 
nary in pursuit of a word, Mike 
snuck up behind us and gave us a 
great big smack on the seat of our 
pants. Plucked, we demanded to 
know why. He gave us a faux- 
naive look and said, “Because I 
just couldn’t help myself!” 

Very soon now, we’ll put this 
week’s Arts & Entertainment sec¬ 
tion to bed (send it off to the 
printers) and head over to the bar 
at the Blue Muse, where this year’s 
holiday party will transpire. We’re 
sure there’ll be many a glass rai^ld 


in toast to the dear departed. But 
more than a wake, we expect it to 
be a celebration — of Bob’s and 
Mike’s incredible contributions to 
the gay movement, to the gay 
press, and to this wicked little 
town. 

This mortal coil 

Stop the presses and ready the 
headline type: Acclaimed Abstract 
Expressionist Artist Returns from 
the Dead! At least that’s according 
to the San Francisco Chronicle’s 
“Scene” column, whose surreal 
jottings last week informed the 
world that SF society doyenne 
“Frances Bowes loves a party, 
and who doesn’t? She just likes to 
go farther than most to find her 
fun. She and husband John were 
in New York City for the Dia Art 
Foundation Gala, held at Dia: 
Chelsea. Big-time artists 
(Francesco Clemente, Mark 
Rothko, Richard Serra), big- 



Artist Mark Rothko in 1953 

time fashion designers (Helmut 
Lang, Zac Posen), and big-time 
movie producers (Robert Alt¬ 
man, Sofia Coppola) were 
among the guests.” 

Just wait until the Rothko Es¬ 
tate hears about this! Never mind 
that the artist’s death by his own 
hand in 1970 is still regarded as 
one of the great tragedies of Mod¬ 
ern Art; born in 1903, even if Mark 
Rothko had gone on to live to a 
ripe old age, today he’d be some 
wild and cra-azy 100-year-old par¬ 
tying it up with Sofia at Dia! 

page 29 ► 
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From the sublime to the ridiculous 


Igor Stravinsky yields to P.D.Q. Bach at Davies Symphony Hall 


by Philip Campbell 


usic Director Michael 
i U Tilson Thomas returned 
briefly from hiatus two 
weeks ago to conduct an all- 
Stravinsky program in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Then he was off again to 
make a guest appearance with the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic, bring¬ 
ing his magnificent Mahler Sixth 
to the new Disney Hall. 

Considering reports that the 
flu bug has struck him, this whirl 
of activity only illustrates his phe¬ 
nomenal level of energy and ded¬ 
ication. Hopefully, his health will 
be perfect when he returns. It cer¬ 
tainly posed no threat to the re¬ 
cent concerts here. 

Opening with the Four Etudes 
for Orchestra, MTT firmly re-es¬ 
tablished his credentials with 
Stravinsky. The witty and concise 
pieces ranged from the solemn 
“Canticle” to the rhythmically 
sensuous “Madrid.” The orchestra 
responded predictably with crisp 
and elegant playing. 

The remainder of the program 
was given to large scale and bril¬ 
liant adaptations of other com¬ 
posers’ works. Tchaikovsky and 
Pergolesi were effectively recom¬ 
posed for The Fairy’s Kiss and Pul- 
cinella; the results became pure 
Stravinsky. It has been said that 
the composer never wrote an 
original melody (not true), but he 
really cut loose with the wealth of 
tunes in both scores. 

The Tchaikovsky Divertimento 
(a satisfying suite of dances from 
the full score) is a charming work 



MTT shows phenomenal energy. 


that benefits from Stravinsky’s 
brilliant orchestration. It’s diffi¬ 
cult to tell where one composer 
leaves off and the other begins; 
that would only be a problem for 
academics. MTT has already 
proven his skills with both, and 
the performance was delightful. 

The second half of the bill pre¬ 
sented the complete Pulcinella 
featuring mezzo-soprano Irina 
* Mishura, tenor Vsevolod Grivnov 
and bass-baritone Juha Uusitalo. 
Try to say those names fast! All 
three displayed big voices, per¬ 
haps a shade too big for the mate¬ 


rial, but Tilson Thomas support¬ 
ed them admirably with full-bod¬ 
ied playing from the orchestra. 

Mad professor 

Going from the sublime to the 
ridiculous: No sooner had MTT 
left Davies Hall than it was taken 
over by the manic silliness of Pro¬ 
fessor Peter Schickele (b. 1935) 
and an evening devoted to the 
works of P.D.Q. Bach (1807- 
1742?). 

Schickele is a serious compos¬ 
er in his own right, but his schol¬ 
arly devotion is given to the least 
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s 20- 
odd children, P.D.Q. For four 
decades he has tirelessly un¬ 
earthed (dug up is more like it) 
such treasures as the Unbegun 
Symphony and Variations on an 
Unusually Simple-minded Theme. 

The latest find, the Safe Sextet, 
opened the Professor’s well-at¬ 
tended concert last week, but the 
mood of joviality had already 
been set by the Mantovani-style 
mood music that filled the Hall 
before the performance. 

Schickele charged down the 
aisle with a ladder to climb hur¬ 
riedly onstage. I remember once 
when the Professor made his en¬ 
trance swinging to the podium on 
a rope like a crazed, longhair 
Tarzan. 

Aided by semi-conductor 
Edwin Oulwater, off-coloratura 
soprano Michele Eaton, tenor 
profundo David Dusing and 
manager of the stage William 
Walters (who flirted with concert- 
master Nadya Tichman), the Pro¬ 
fessor- managed to make it 


Sounds for the holidays 

Yuletide music out on CD: a short list 


by Jason Serinus 


ll||i hough a shaky economy and 
I eroding profits have left the 
music industry suing illegal 
downloaders, celebration time 
again graces us with a generous 
helping of holiday recordings. Ab¬ 
sorbing the beauties of this music 
can inspire us to connect with the 
love at the center of all great spir¬ 
itual teachings. 

Wolcum Yule, Anonymous 
4 (Harmonia Mundi) The chart¬ 
topping Anonymous 4 women’s 
vocal quartet returns with a love¬ 
ly collection of Celtic and British 
songs and carols. Johanna Maria 
Rose’s liner notes point to the 
pagan, pre-Christian origins of 
music associated with the Celtic 
winter solstice celebration. In fact, 
the word carol originally referred 
to the ancient ritual circle dances 
and call-and-response chanting 
used in year-round ceremonies. 

Tydings Trew, Lionheart 
(Koch) The six-man, NYC-based 
Lionheart a cappella vocal ensem¬ 
ble began nine years ago when 
several of its members came to¬ 
gether to sing chant, and has be¬ 
come one of the finest male en¬ 
sembles specializing in medieval 
and modern repertoire. This beau¬ 
tiful assemblage of medieval Eng¬ 
lish carols and motets is graced by 
a unanimity of vision that pro¬ 
duces truly heart-centered singing. 

Classic Country Christmas 
(Time Life Music) Tammy 
Wynette’s “White Christmas,” sung 


with a whisky-tinged voice that can 
tear your heart out, paves the way 
for Elvis’ “Blue Christmas,” Dolly 
Parton’s “Hard Candy Christmas,” 
and 17 other offerings. Contribu¬ 
tions by Johnny Cash, Willie-Nel- 
son and other unforgettables make 
this collection hard to beat. 

A Hanukah Celebration 
(Naxos) This assemblage of tra¬ 
ditional and original settings by 
Jewish composers is one of 50 
CDs expected from the Milken 
Archive of American Jewish 
Music. More than 600 works writ¬ 
ten by over 200 composers have 
been newly recorded, most for the 
first time or in new reconstruc¬ 
tions or arrangements. The music 
of Kurt Weill, Darius Milhaud and 
Leonard Bernstein figures promi¬ 
nently among early releases. 

A Windham Hill Christmas 
II (BMG Arista) Classic Wind¬ 
ham Hill, which means mellow 
renditions of Christmas favorites 
with a nouveau sense of space. 
Guitarist and Windham Hill 
founder Alex de Grassi joins 
David Cullen for a guitar duet of 
“I Wonder as I Wander,” guitarist 
Steve Erquiaga strums the most 
laid-back “Joy to the World” 
imaginable; and Philip Aaberg’s 
non-sexist “God Rest Ye Merry” 
evokes rolling Montana plains. 
Other well-known artists include 
Liz Story, Barbara Higbie, Tracy 
Silverman, and the inevitable 
George Winston. Perfect back¬ 
ground for vegan eggnog around 
a non-polluting fire. 

Sir John Tavener: Ikon of 


Eros, Minnesota Orchestra 
and Chorale, Paul Goodwin, 
cond. (Reference) Gorgeous, 
mystical music with the power to 
entrance. Sir John Tavener, a fol¬ 
lower of the Greek Orthodox 
faith, writes simple, repetitive 
compositions that embody the 
spiritual essence of prayer. 
Around fine contributions from 
baritone Tim Krol, strange-voiced 
soprano Patricia Rozario, and 
sweet-toned violinist Jorja Fleeza- 
nis, the chorus intones the Greek 
words for Transfiguration, Eros 
(Divine Love), Ecstasy, and the 
unending song of the angels. 

Christmas with the Tallis 
Scholars (Gimell) This two-disc 
collection features the angelic- 
sounding a cappella mixed voice 
ensemble Tallis Scholars, special¬ 
izing in medieval and Renaissance 
vocal music. The first CD offers 
an all-English program from their 
Christmas Carols and Motets 
recording, and includes medieval 
carols and polyphony by Josquin 
and Verdelot. The second disc is 
devoted to plainchant and music 
based on chant, culminating in a 
major mass by Tallis. 

Joy to the World (Naxos) 
This winning compilation of 20 
familiar Christmas carols features 
four different church choirs and 
ensembles, chief among them the 
Worcester Cathedral Choir and 
the Choir of Tewkesbury Abbey. 
Everything is sincerely, lovingly 
performed, the Elora Festival 
Singers’ “Silent Night” exceeding¬ 
ly tender. ▼ 


through a strenuous program of 
remarkably awful music. 

Great praise must also go to 
the wonderfully good-natured 
Symphony musicians who joined 
in the attack. Keyboardist Robin 
Sutherland was a standout next to 
the standup Professor. 

No matter how stale the jokes 
or detestable the puns, I defy any¬ 
one, even those who know noth¬ 
ing of classical music, to keep a 
straight face throughout one of 
Schickele’s zany workouts. He is 
the last comic standing in a tradi¬ 
tion of musical lampoonery 
honed to perfection by the likes of 
Victor Borge and Anna Russell. 

Judging by the hilarity spread¬ 


ing through Davies Hall, no one 
cares if the Professor’s act could 
use a little tightening or updating. 
The Twelve Quite Heavenly Songs 
(Director’s Cut), devoted to signs 
of the Zodiac, were the only seri¬ 
ous misstep in the performance. 
My real concern is that the good 
Professor will be able to continue 
retrieving P.D.Q.’s work for future 
generations. The “Soused” period 
will undoubtedly yield more for¬ 
gotten or reviled scores. 

I want Schickele to share his 
“intellectual guidance” for a long 
time to come. I’d much rather 
turn kids on to his twisted mind 
for a holiday treat than another 
candy-coated Nutcracker. ▼ 
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Three women 

' Triptych' at the Magic 


by Richard Dodds 


riptych might have been bet¬ 
ter off as a Diptych. Edna 
O’Brien’s new play at the 
Magic Theatre can be riveting 
when the focus is on an obsessive 
wife and a determined mistress, 
but rings false when a rebellious 
daughter is brought on stage as 
the trip in this tych. 

O’Brien is a well-known nov¬ 
elist whose early reputation stems 
from the early 1960s, when her 
books were banned in her native 
Ireland for their frank examina¬ 
tions of female sexuality. 

It is an all-woman cast in Trip¬ 
tych — we never see the man over 
whom the three characters so se¬ 
riously fret — and O’Brien seems 
interested in how these women 
cope in their relationships to a 
shared male force. 

This is not exactly a feminist 
perspective as we have come to 
expect it. But O’Brien does sug¬ 
gest the considerable cost in the 
compromises these women must 
make as they search for an equi¬ 
librium that will satisfy their dif¬ 
ferent needs. Unfortunately, 
O’Brien then upends this explo¬ 
ration by abruptly killing off one 
of the principals. 

The 90-minute play shuttles 
between a stylish Manhattan 
apartment and a theater’s dressing 


room. The first scene takes place 
in the dressing room as an actress 
receives an unexpected visitor. It 
is the vengefully jealous wife at 
the beginning of a battle plan 
made up of disruption and mind 
games. The actress, for her part, 
pays a high price to maintain the 
romantic remnants she is afford¬ 
ed. 

In director Paul Whitworth’s 
production, looking a bit 
cramped on Kate Edmunds’ set, 
Julia Brothers and Lise Bruneau 
are terrific in their battle scenes 
together. Brothers plays a chic 
wife as a desperate and frighten¬ 
ing defender of her realm. 
Bruneau gives an air of sophisti¬ 
cated superiority to the ac¬ 
tress/mistress that camouflages 
her own desperation. As the teen 
daughter, Tro M. Shaw neither 
acts nor looks like a teenager, and 
the playwright does not provide 
much help with the character’s ar¬ 
tificial-sounding dialogue. 

This production is the world 
premiere of a contemporary play 
that nonetheless feels rooted in 
feminine sensibilities of several 
decades ago. In Triptych, you 
haven’t come a long way, baby. T 


Triptych will run at the Magic 
Theatre through Jan. 4. Tickets 
are $24-$38. Call 441-8822 or 
go to magictheatre.org. 
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An all-woman cast (Tro M. Shaw, Julia Brothers, and Lise Bruneau) brings Edna O'Brien's new play to life. 


Unbelievable Berlioz 


by Tim Pfaff 


flip he music industry is in no 
| shape to take on the Berlioz 
1 year in the manner it once 
would have, a particular pity since 
most of the artists necessary for 
this big, visionary music are 
around. Only the LSO Live series, 
drawn from concerts over the last 
three years, has issued substantial 
amounts of top-drawer Berlioz, 
led by Sir Colin Davis, for more 
than three decades the composer’s 
most indefatigable champion. 
Still, two new CDs, Valery 
Gergiev’s molten Symphonie fan- 
tastique (Philips) and Pierre 
Boulez’s pellucid yet passionate 
Romeo et Juliette (DG), show the 
power of this singular music when 
its interpreters, like its composer, 
are true musical revolutionaries. 

The two works are the compos¬ 
er’s direct tributes to the love of his 
life, Harriet Smithson, whom he 
first saw performing Shakespeare’s 
Juliet and Ophelia, in English, in 
Paris. The Fantastiqueis a phantas¬ 
magoric account of what Berlioz 
then took to be unrequited love on 
her part, Romeo et Juliette his apos¬ 
trophe to romantic love at its most 
ardent, recalled when the requited 
love was waning. 

More than a century and a half 
later, the Fantastique is still not for 
the faint of heart. As the current 
master of the creepy, Valery 
Gergiev is the ideal interpreter of 
this dramatic work. This live per¬ 
formance with the Vienna Phil¬ 



harmonic jumps to the top of a 
large heap with a performance of 
scalding intensity, latent danger, 
and frequently terrifying impact. 

Few other orchestras could 
play as full-out as this without the 
sound fraying, but the VPO is as 
magnificent in the gossamer pas¬ 
sages of this contrast-rich piece as 
it is in its ear-splitting climaxes. 
Gergiev gets the winds to howl 
with disturbing, eerily human 
sounds. Their shrieks throughout 
the final “Witches’ Sabbath” 
movement are at the limit of the 
endurable, and the clattering 
bows on the string instruments 
yield an equally horrifying effect. 

In the end, it’s his masterful 
pacing of the piece that gives it its 
reap torque. Gergiev never loses 
the thread of the narrative in the 
wash of sound, and his almost 
steely sense of proportion in this 
music at the very edge of the or¬ 
chestra’s expressive possibilities is 
what drives this unforgettable 
reading. 

The CD concludes with a sear¬ 
ing, operatic account of Berlioz’s 
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La Mort de Cleopatre, a so-called 
“lyric scene” a great mezzo can 
turn into a 20-minute tour de 
force. Olga Borodina, one of 
Gergiev’s longest-term collabora¬ 
tors, is just such a singer. Borodina 
unleashes floodtides of one of the 
most luscious voices of our day. 
Digging deep into the character, 
Borodina sings and acts a Cleopa¬ 
tra of real stature: feminine, yes, 
but imperious as well. The text is 
by Pierre Viellard, but this is 
Shakespeare’s Queen of the Nile. 


Wherefore art thou 

If there were singing of any¬ 
thing like that caliber in the new 
Romeo et Juliette, Berlioz’s great 
Shakespearean extravaganza (also 
set to French text, by Emile De- 
schamps), it would be as essential 
a recording. There was a time 
when “French style” actually 
meant something, but globaliza¬ 
tion has taken care of that. Still, 
Pierre Boulez is as brilliantly 
French as musicians get and, like 
Berlioz, a dyed-in-the-wool revo¬ 
lutionary. He grasps this sprawl¬ 
ing score and charts a clear 
course, start to finish. 

The playing by the Cleveland 
Orchestra is equally top-notch. 
The famous “Queen Mab” Scher¬ 
zo is the least of it. The long sec¬ 
ond and third movements, about 
the love of the two title characters 
(who do not appear as voices), are 
often aching in their beauty. 
Boulez has a way of snatching a 
telling detail out of the score and 
bringing it to the foreground, 
adding depth to the larger picture. 

But, apart from tenor Kenneth 
Traver’s remarkable invocation of 
Mab, the singing ranges from 
weak to execrable. Denis Sedov as 
Friar Lawrence (the only singer 
with a named role) drags down 
the final scene so far that even or¬ 
chestra and chorus at full cry for 
the finale can’t save the day. The 
filler is Les Nuits d’ete, with the 
same soloists (including Melanie 
Diener). There’s nothing hot 
about these summer nights, 
which are merely late and tired. ▼ 
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Passionate love, tropical truths 

Some recommended reading on music and dance 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


very year I have at least half 
a dozen hot books about 
classical music and dance to 
suggest for holiday giving, but this 
season the pickings are slim. Face 
it, possums, classical music is cur¬ 
rently in a plough of Despond, 
with fewer CDs, lowered atten¬ 
dance and even the San Francisco 
Symphony announcing red fig¬ 
ures for the first time in ages. Still, 
here are a few artistic choices: 

Ballet for Dummies by Scott 
Speck and Evelyn Cisneros; Wiley, 
$19.99 This entertaining series 
varies in authenticity and read¬ 
ability, but Speck (a former San 
Francisco Ballet conductor) and 
Cisneros (SFB’s reigning ballerina 
for many years) are so expert they 
can afford to joke around and still 
deliver hard-core info. 

They cover everything from 
both dancers’ and viewers’ van¬ 
tage points. History, what to carry 
in your dance bag, positions and 
steps from basic stretching to 
grand jete (illustrated by SFB’s 
Stephen Legate and Leslie Young), 
mime, choreography, music, 
cocktail party gossip, what to eat 
and drink before a performance, 
how to dress and much more. 

Their choices for 10 Best- 
Loved Classical Ballets are classic, 


and the choices for 10 Great 
“Contemporary” Ballets are eclec¬ 
tic and mostly in SFB repertory. 
Down-to-earth advice about at¬ 
tending ballet makes the book a 
joy to read. Most of us already 
know this stuff, but if you have a 
budding ballet fan in your sights, 
Ballet for Dummies will turn him 
into an expert without pain. 

Eleonora Duse by Helen Shee- 
hy; Knopf, $32.50 The first biogra¬ 
phy in two decades of the leg¬ 
endary Italian diva who revolu¬ 
tionized the art of acting, inspired 
and popularized Chekhov and 
Ibsen, and encouraged Stanislavs¬ 
ki to create his famous acting 
school, is less about acting than 
about Duse’s life as a woman in a 
profession that regarded females 
as little better than whores. 

Drawing on newly discovered 
materials, and applying a feminist 
approach that is insistent but not 
overwrought, Sheehy describes 
the dynamo born on tour (near 
Milano in 1858) who rose to in¬ 
ternational heights (though she 
acted only in Italian, she was the 
favorite actress of Chaplin, Swan¬ 
son, Barrymore). The author in¬ 
sists that Duse (pronounced 
“DEW-zay”) was not the “misty, 
tragic heroine victimized by men” 
we usually read about, but you 
could have fooled me. 

Duse was as well-known for 


Judy Gold 

M Arts cover 

act like, OK, I won’t do it any¬ 
more, but I do. Meanwhile, the 
one who should be upset is my 
mother, but she loves it.” 

Her mom, still of Clark, NJ, is a 
big source of material. “Each visit 
with her, I’ll get at least one joke 
out of it because she is complete¬ 
ly out of her mind,” said the 
daughter. “But she knows she’s 
funny.” 

Sharon, on the other hand, 
sometimes winces at Gold’s frank 
discussions of their life together. 
“The last time she saw my act, she 
was like, ‘Can you not do that ma¬ 
terial when I’m in the audience?’ 
I’m like, no, tough shit.” 

Gold met her future partner 
when they both worked for a 
company that sold advertising in 
military newspapers. “Half the 
people had lunch at Noon, and 


half the people had lunch at one. I 
got there and they all loved me be¬ 
cause it was all fags who worked 
there, and they were like, you have 
to have lunch with us at one. And 
Sharon, who had worked there 
longer than me, complained that 
now she had to have lunch at 
Noon. I asked her to lunch so she 
wouldn’t think I was an asshole.” 

Sharon had just broken up 
with a boyfriend, and Gold first 
talked about her own relation¬ 
ships without identifying a gen¬ 
der. “I finally told her, and a cou¬ 
ple of days later she put a post-it 
note on my desk, and it says, ‘I’m 
in love with you.’ She kind of ran 
after me, which was nice for a 
change.” 

With two kids and a partner at 
home, Gold has grown picky 
about out-of-town gigs. “Being on 
the road is really a stepping stone, 
and I’ve done it, and it served its 
purpose,” she said. “It’s not glam¬ 
orous. It’s shit.” 


Out There 

A page 26 

Hotel California 

We stumbled out of the rain 
and into a hotel opening the other 
night, feeling like a rare throw¬ 
back to those days in the late dot¬ 
com boom when boutique hotels 
blossomed in the streets of San 
Francisco like particularly hearty 
wildfleurs. The erstwhile Hotel 
Richelieu on Van Ness Ave., once 
home to bustling crews of United 
stewards on furlough, was newly 
remodeled and re-opening as the 
latest in a chain of La Quinta ac¬ 
commodations, targeted to a 
more generalized market. 

Though we double-checked 
and the invitation had stipulated 
business attire, that category ap¬ 
parently included the Good Guys 
uniforms on two guys stopping in 
after work up the avenue. They 
looked mahvelous in their dark 


knit shirts with Good Guys logo 
and pressed khakis, and they rein¬ 
forced our prevailing opinion that 
working-class folk tend to tip bar¬ 
tenders more conscientiously 
than, say, hotel corporation CEOs. 
Anyway, Out There missed out on 
snagging the hotel’s junior suite 
during the raffle drawing, but 
we’re glad that the dude from the 
York Hotel won, really. But that 
was our cue to re-immerse our¬ 
selves into the tempest raging out¬ 
side, and make our way back 
down SF’s very own Champs d’El- 
ysee. At least that’s what DiFi al¬ 
ways called it. 

Tupper where? 

Old-school punker Phranc 
continues to pile up labels from 
those who would try to pigeon¬ 
hole her. Call her surfer dude, call 
her bitch dyke, or call her 
folksinging Tupperware Lady, 
Phranc headlines at Cafe Du 
Nord, 2170 Market St., on Satur¬ 
day, December 20. Show starts at 9 




— 


StowBme Spin. Dows open tor general seating at 7pm 


Phranc headlines acoustic set 


p.m.; opening acts include Stay 
at Home Bomb (Alice Bag from 
LA punkers the Bags) and Jack¬ 
ie Strano, with Veronica Sav¬ 
age among others sitting in. Info 
at(415) 861-5016. ▼ 


December 26&27 

Comedy Diva 

Kathy Griffin 

Host of NBC'S "Average joe" 4 Shows only! 


Eleanora Duse, Italian dynamo 


her passionate love affairs as for 
her acting. Most of the men (and 
a few women) in her life were 
your basic cads. The poet Gabriele 
d’Annunzio, love of her life, treat¬ 
ed her like dirt. Alas, Sheehy does¬ 
n’t cite my favorite Duse-D’An- 
nunzio exchange, when she was 


Her post-road activities have 
included hosting HBO’s At the 
Metroplex, writing and producing 
The Rosie O’Donnell Show, and a 
stint as a sitcom regular on Mar¬ 
garet Cho’s All American Girl. 

She almost had a deal with the 
Oxygen cable channel for a sitcom 
based around her life with 
Sharon, the kids, her friends, and 
her mom. 

“There are no stereotypes in 
it,” Gold said. “And I know this is 
shocking, but we don’t discuss 
being gay for 30 minutes, and I 
don’t wear a flannel shirt. I just 
want to get a show on television 
where people forget they’re 
watching gay people.” ▼ 


Kung Pao Kosher Comedy will 
run Dec. 24-27 at the New Asia 
Restaurant. Tickets are $50 
(dinner shows) and $35 
(cocktail shows). Call 522-3737 
or go to koshercomedy.com. 


wounded that he reproduced her 
vocalizations during love-making 
in a novel. The incorrigible writer 
replied: “Novels come from life, 
my dear. Would you prefer me to 
sleep with someone else to get 
material?” 


Caetano Veloso, inspired soul 


Tropical Truth by Caetano 
Veloso; Knopf, $26 If you are not 
familiar with the great Brazilian 
composer and singer Caetano 
Veloso, think back to this year’s 
Academy Awards, where he ap¬ 
peared in the usually dismal song 
category. I was so taken with this 
handsome, middle-aged dude 
that I went on the Net to get a col¬ 
lection of his music and found 
this autobiography, subtitled A 
Story of Music & Revolution in 
Brazil. 

Caetano (as everybody at 
home in Bahia and Rio calls him) 
is more than just a pop music fig¬ 
ure. Inspired by the bossa nova 
master Joao Gilberto, the young 
singer joined like-minded artists 
Maria Bethania, Gilberto Gil, Gal 
Costa and various poets, novelists 
and film luminaries in creating 
tropicalismo, a musical and polit¬ 
ical movement of the ’60s that got 


them jailed and exiled but even¬ 
tually helped turn Brazil into a 
more open, free nation. 

Sexy, outspoken, intellectual 
(he frequently stops his narrative 
to tell you what he was reading at 
the time), Caetano’s book is most¬ 
ly about the “movement.” I would 
suggest listening to his music — 
an original amalgam of Brazilian 
musical styles blended with 
Anglo-American pop — first, 
then you’ll understand the extra¬ 
ordinary political and social up¬ 
heaval he spearheaded. 

I Never Walked Alone by 
Shirley Verrett; Wiley, $30 Verrett 
was one of a handful of great 
mezzo sopranos in the last half of 
the 20th century, and we heard 
her frequently at SFO. Though 
this Autobiography of an American 
Singer generally follows the “Then 
I met and then I sang” style of 
diva memoir, the fact that Verrett 
chose Christopher Brooks, associ¬ 
ate professor of African American 
studies at Virginia Common¬ 
wealth University, as her collabo¬ 
rator raises the political-social 
ante without diminishing the 
artistic story. Photos and discog¬ 
raphy included. T 
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Image Leather 


Sandra (Judith Ivey), half of what appears to be a nice older couple in a roomy RV, may have more in mind than 
just being a Good Samaritan for Alice (Emily Grace) in writer/director A. Dean Bell's What Alice Found. 


1 What Alice Found' out on the road 


Driven to distraction 


by David Lamble 


W hen we first meet Alice 
(Emily Grace), she seems 
like an ordinary work¬ 
ing-class teenager who has saved 
up for a trip to Florida, where she 
plans to stay with a female friend 
and perhaps go to school. 
Writer/director A. Dean Bell as¬ 
tutely allows us to see and experi¬ 
ence the story through Alice’s 
eyes. Maybe Alice’s Ford Escort 
isn’t up to the trip from New 
Hampshire; maybe she really isn’t 
so close to her friend; did the red¬ 
necks ogling her a few miles back 


HOLIDAY 
EER 


18+ Discreetly billed to VisaJMasterCard 

1 - 900 - 825 - 4500 - 
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© npp productions , reno, nv customer service (888) 283-3331 


sabotage her car at the truck stop? 
Maybe she should let that nice 
older couple escort her along the 
first leg of her trip across the 
Mason-Dixon Line. 

What Alice Found, opening 
Friday, is that most succulent of 
mysteries, the character-driven 
story whose joys are to be found 
in ever-deepening suspense about 
human beings we sort of like but 
don’t really know or necessarily 
trust. Alice is not a college student 
preparing to become a marine bi¬ 
ologist. While there are no dol¬ 
phins in her future, there are 
some scary things in the immedi¬ 
ate past. Through some well-exe¬ 
cuted flashbacks and roadside 
phone calls, we learn that Alice 
has stolen money from her last 
employer, that the friend doesn’t 
want to put her up, and that the 
nice couple, Sandra (Judith Ivey) 
and Bill (Bill Raymond), may be 
more than Samaritans trying to 
stretch their pension dollars in 
their rather roomy RV. 

Just as in the underappreciat¬ 
ed L.I.E., it is precisely when a 
teenager learns how dangerous 
things may get with a new adult in 
their lives that they also discover 
the precarious but real freedom 
this liaison may offer. Veteran 
stage actor Ivey at first makes San¬ 
dra the kind of mothery older 
best friend a girl might have had 
if she had grown up on the set of 
Steel Magnolias. Then Alice gets 
the makeover: a sexy red dress, 
eye-shadow, and hairdo; and she 
starts to enjoy being pampered. 

When a gangly young man in¬ 
vites her to hop up into his big rig 
and then gives her money for her 
time, Alice wakes up to the reality 
that she is a teen hooker. Sandra 
lays down the house rules, includ¬ 


ing one that really upsets Alice: that 
all her earnings must be locked up 
in the RV for “safekeeping.” 

Mind the gap 

What distinguishes What Alice 
Found from a host of B films 
about good girls gone bad (or any 
episode of The Jerry Springer 
Show ) is filmmaker Bell’s willing¬ 
ness to violate the rules of melo¬ 
drama. Sandra and Bill are not 
white slavers, and Alice’s tricks are 
not deserters from the Serbian 
army. Ivey steals the film with a 
heart-on-her-sleeve sincerity 
which shows that Sandra’s mo¬ 
tives are not evil but merely prac¬ 
tical. On some level, she really 
does see Alice as a kind of an 
adopted daughter, but a daughter 
who must confront the gap be¬ 
tween her dreams and her em¬ 
ployable skills. Unlike another 
movie Alice (Ellen Burstyn in 
Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore), 
this Alice doesn’t have a cowboy 
on a white horse ready to scoop 
her up in his saddle and plop her 
down into a middle-class ranch- 
house, just in time for the closing 
credits. 

What Alice Found stops far 
short of endorsing prostitution 
for the upwardly mobile working 
girl. But director Bell does strip 
from his depiction of the oldest 
profession the pious, demonizing, 
sanctimonious sentimentality 
that is the moral currency of most 
films on the subject (Jane Fonda’s 
memorable role in Klute the rare 
exception). As Alice, lying on her 
back on Sandra’s pull-out bed in 
the RV, glances up at her john, she 
sees a skinny boy-man who, in an¬ 
other time and place, she might 
have dated. Now, together, they’re 
just working the night shift. ▼ 
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Painting faces 


by Robert Julian 


Kevyn Aucoin, A Beautiful Life by 
Kerry Diamond, et at.; Atria 
Books, $30 

t’s hard to categorize Kevyn 

Aucoin, A Beautiful Life, other 
t than to say it is a book with 
many beautiful pictures of mod¬ 
els. Aucoin was the first famous 
face-painter of the 20th century. 
There were many makeup artists 
with great reputations, but most 
of them were the employees of 
motion picture studios. Only Au¬ 
coin became the great freelance 
artist of his time, painting the 
faces of models and actresses for 
magazines, runways, portraits, 
and personal appearances. Aucoin 
began life as the stereotypical gay 
boy — one whose own concept of 
the fabulous allowed him to tran¬ 
scend a tormented childhood in 
rural Louisiana and hobnob with 
the international glitterati. 

A Beautiful Life is something 
of a multi-purpose volume. Au¬ 
thor Kerry Diamond does a nice 
job of providing a brief seven- 
chapter biography of Aucoin’s 
life, illustrated by many personal 
photos. But the biographical in¬ 
formation is preceded and fol¬ 
lowed by personal recollections 


from the many actresses and 
models who knew and loved him. 
These contributors include 
Sharon Stone, Julia Roberts, Tina 
Turner, Gwyneth Paltrow, Naomi 
Campbell, Winona Ryder, and 
Christy Turlington. The universal 
sentiment about the late makeup 
artist revolves around an appreci¬ 
ation for his talent and his gen¬ 
erosity of spirit. He was an ugly 
duckling, tormented daily in his 
childhood for being effeminate. 
And from this experience he grew 
determined to see the beauty in 
everyone and everything. Ulti¬ 
mately, his life was dedicated to 
the pursuit and creation of beau¬ 
ty. 

At the end of the book, there is 
a special illustrated section devot¬ 
ed to the makeup techniques Au¬ 
coin perfected. The three different 
sections of the book would not 
hold up on their own in individ¬ 
ual publications. But in combina¬ 
tion, the result is both satisfying 
and engaging. Aucoin’s untimely 
death in 2002, at the age of 40, was 
due to complications from a rare 
disease and the removal of a relat¬ 
ed tumor. The memory that 
emerges from the pages of Kevyn 
Aucoin, A Beautiful Life is that of a 
kind and unpretentious soul who 
inspired others to see themselves 
as beautiful. ▼ 


trend but has only furthered the 
stereotyping of queers on TV. One 
of the worst TV shows of ’03,. 

War room 

Queer TV got the queen’s 
share of the press this year, but an¬ 
other major event dominated TV: 
the war on Iraq. There has been 
phenomenal TV journalism in the 
trenches as well as terrible lock- 
step media coverage. NBC has had 
the most hawkish evening news 
reports, with Tom Brokaw offer¬ 
ing little criticism of the President 
or the war; ABC, CBS, FOX, PBS 
and CNN have kept criticism to a 
minimum as well. Only BBC 
World News offered a more inter¬ 
national and non-America-biased 
reportage of the conflict. Howev¬ 
er, each network has focused on 
the servicemen and women and 
their plights. 

ABC’s Nightline, ’03’s best 
news show, delineated the war 
from variant perspectives. 
Poignant episodes have depicted 
the vantage point of the foot-sol¬ 
diers; reports by a flak-jacketed 
Ted Koppel during shock-and- 
awe described the burned bodies 
of Iraqi soldiers; interviews with 
maimed reservists now home to a 
Vietnam-like welcome have pro¬ 
vided rich material for what has 
been stellar reporting. 

With a war on, pundits and 
comedians have had important 
roles on the tube, and most have 
done well. Political shows have 
tried to keep Washington power- 
brokers and even the Bush Ad¬ 
ministration honest. Tim Russert 
of Meet the Press, who holds 


everyone’s feet to the fire regard¬ 
less of party affiliation, was the 
best moderator of ’03. Late-night 
comedians also deserve a nod for 
making it a year of no-holds- 
barred jabs at the Bush cadre. 
Tops in ’03: Jon Stewart, Bill 
Maher, Jay Leno, Conan O’Brien 
and David Letterman. Saturday 
Night Live deserves honorable 
mention. 

Finally, our pick for best 
prime-time drama of ’03, NBC’s 
ER, deserves special mention. ER 
has been the only drama to recall 
that an AIDS epidemic still 
spreads over the globe, presenting 
numerous shows on AIDS, in¬ 
cluding last week’s Christmas 
episode, which focused wholly on 
AIDS in Africa (though a few jabs 
at American arrogance and the 
war on Iraq were not lost on us). 
ER proves that political relevance 
and good drama are not mutuab 
ly exclusive. 

The new year will elicit more 
queer programming, more reality 
TV and, regrettably, more scenes 
from the war. It will also bring 
coverage of another Presidential 
election and, we hope, a more 
defining criticism of the Bush Ad¬ 
ministration and its mismanage¬ 
ment of everything from the war 
to the environment. TV has a re¬ 
sponsibility to be critical. Free¬ 
dom of speech doesn’t mean 
much if we don’t exercise our 
rights to it. TV journalists have an 
obligation to explore and explain. 
Thus we hope the new year brings 
a renewed effort at just such a cri¬ 
tique. Now that would be reality 
TV. Y 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


ith holidays just days 
away and the New Year 
looming just beyond, the 
time for reflection is, perforce, 
upon us. TV may not seem to be 
worthy of reflection, yet it never¬ 
theless remains the single most 
influential source of information, 
as well as the foundation for near¬ 
ly every pop culture reference on 
the planet. Even if you are one of 
the handful of elitists still claim¬ 
ing not to watch, TV will still 
touch your world. Remember 
how we all sneered when George 
Bush said he didn’t watch TV 
down in Crawford, Texas? After 
all, why would the President need 
to know what’s going on in the 
world? 

In 2003, TV moved just a little 
closer to being as oppressive a 
force in our lives as it was in Ray 
Bradbury’s futuristic classic 
Fahrenheit 451, in which TV was 
both interactive and determina¬ 
tive. The desire to be a part of the 
world created by TV and the in¬ 
stant celebrity it confers has be¬ 
come an American addiction. 

Witness last week’s TV wed¬ 
ding of Trista and Ryan, the cou¬ 
ple created by reality TV on ABC’s 
The Bachelorette. Their successful 
love match was a marriage made 
in ratings heaven. The $4 million 
extravaganza garnered more pro¬ 
motion and sponsors than a Pres¬ 
idential election. It might also 
have generated more interest. The 
attractively vapid couple have 
mesmerized viewers for nearly a 
year. But who are they? A pretty 
average Jane and her hunky aver¬ 
age Joe. TV made them famous. 

Celebrity had already been be¬ 
stowed on Paris Hilton and Nicole 
Ritchie at birth, but our new 
guilty pleasure and the second- 
best reality TV show of 2003, 
FOX’s The Simple Life, debuted 
two weeks ago to phenomenal 
ratings. Paris and Nicole have 


been set down in a small town in 
Arkansas, where their inability to 
comprehend the lives of those 
around them who must work 
minimum-wage jobs for a living 
makes the show both hilarious 
and a sociological exercise. 

Our pick for best reality show 
of 2003, Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy, knocked our several- 
season favorite, Survivor, 
out of the running. 

Could we have loved 
the Marine makeover 
more? The little ditty 
about his shoes was 
too much! 

For several sea¬ 
sons, pundits 
have intoned 
that reality TV 
is over, but 
2003 was its biggest year yet. Last 
week’s NBC Christmas special 
from Rockefeller Center was a TV 
show within a TV show, including 
Nick and Jessica (she is so lucky 
she can sing, because that stupid 
“act” isn’t); the cast of the Today 
show; and, lighting the Christmas 
tree in an art-imitates-life-imi- 
tates-politics moment, the faux 
President and his faux First Lady 
from The West Wing. 

Briefly noted 

This year, queer TV was sud¬ 
denly de rigueur. Queer Eye be¬ 
came an instant hit; Isaac 
Mitzrahi was on every talk show 
in America as the new designer 
for Target, proving that he can 
outgay everyone; Ellen came back, 
better than ever with a surprising¬ 
ly funny talk show in which her 
queerness is always in evidence. 
Her underwear exchange with 
Tom Cruise last week (she wears 
boxers, he wears briefs) was gay. 

All My Children deserves 
kudos for maintaining a queer 
storyline on a daytime soap 
opera. The intricate revelation 
and exploration of Bianca Mont¬ 
gomery’s lesbianism has been 
building for over three years now, 


but in 2003 it was AMCs pivot, 
linked to every other story on the 
show. Eden Reigel, a Harvard girl 
who has given her heart and soul 
to the role of Bianca, has expli¬ 
cated queer life better than any 
reality show. Reigel has made the 
character a' fully developed 
young woman in conflict: not 
over being a lesbian, but over the 
impact her lesbianism has 
had on her friends 
and family. 

Bianca’s story took 
a disturbing turn this 
year when the charac¬ 
ter was brutally raped. 
Why rape the virginal 
lesbian? we 
wrote. But the 
storyline has 
expanded and 
broadened both the range of the 
character and the parameters of 
what it means to be queer in 
America. Daughter of the star, re¬ 
lated to other major characters, 
Bianca can’t be dismissed as mar¬ 
ginal. Everyone has an opinion on 
her queerness, just like in real life. 
Bianca’s decision not to abort 
when she found she was pregnant 
with her rapist’s child was moti¬ 
vated in part by her belief that she 
wouldn’t, as a lesbian, have anoth¬ 
er opportunity to have a baby. Ul¬ 
timately, AMC did in daytime 
what prime time has yet to do: put 
a queer character at the center of 
an otherwise straight drama, and 
fashion the straight characters’ 
stories around her. 

Not so the ill-conceived It’s All 
Relative. The ABC sitcom at¬ 
tempted to cash in on the queer 
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Mitchell is more comfortable now. 


J.C. Mitchell 

M Arts cover 

duced the gala, which will in¬ 
clude Mitchell reading Truman 
Capote’s “A Christmas Memory”; 
Hedwig-inspired performances 
by Heklina, Matthew Martin and 
Arturo Galster; comic Greg 
Proops; a Glama-Rama Christ¬ 
mas Pageant; and a screening of 
the film. 

When Huestis approached 
Mitchell about the show, the 
actor suggested reading the 
Capote story, which he’s per¬ 
formed before and is one of his 
favorites. And the rococo Castro 
Theatre is certainly an ideal set¬ 
ting to experience Hedwig and 
the Angry Inch. 

“The two screenings we had 
of the film at the Castro were the 


best,” says Mitchell. “That’s where 
she really belongs.” 

The stage version of Hedwig 
has since played all around the 
world including Iceland, but 
Mitchell says, “I don’t pay much 
attention to those productions.” 

He did see a German produc¬ 
tion of the play which he found 
very moving. “There weren’t 
many laughs because it’s hard to 
translate the jokes, but they took 
it very seriously.” 

Mitchell enjoys watching 
other actors play the role that he 
wrote and originated. “I find it 
very relaxing,” he says. “Some of 
them have brought out things 
that I love.” 

Feminine touch 

Although the film was never a 
big financial success, the experi- 
next page ► 


Beaton emerges as a rather 
spoiled and self-indulgent old 
coot who spends his time being 
entertained by the rich in private 
homes and estates around the 
world. During these years, after 
three Oscars and a Tony, Beaton 
is finally knighted by Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth. His description of life at 
Buckingham Palace is the perfect 
reflection of Beaton’s latter-day 
values and standards: “Everything 
gleaming, shining, everything 
under control. What a great feel¬ 
ing this is! In the Palace one feels 
there is no anxiety, flurry, havoc 
or disaster. Everyone has such 
perfect manners, and this makes 
life so pleasant.” 

Local gay readers may be 
amused by Beaton’s remarks 
about a male lover he frequently 
visited in San Francisco. The man 
named “Kin” lived at 714 Kansas, 
on Portrero Hill. Kin was a 
teacher, a former Olympic fencer, 
and a graduate of Princeton. They 
met in 1963 at a San Francisco bar 
called The Toolbox while Beaton 
was working in Los Angeles on 
My Fair Lady. Their long-distance 
affair and correspondence contin¬ 
ued until Beaton’s death, although 
meetings were often several years 
apart. 

Ultimately, The Unexpurgated 
Beaton is a trifle. It occasionally 
amuses but never really engages 
the intellect or the emotions. 
Beaton’s final decade might best 
be summed up by modifying an 
old aphorism: “Life isn’t so hard, 
then you die.” T 
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Over and out 


by Robert Julian 


The Unexpurgated Beaton by 
Cecil Beaton, Alfred A. Knopf, 

$35 

H JJ ith six volumes of diaries 
published during his life¬ 
time, Cecil Beaton could 
compete successfully with Anais 
Nin in an all-about-me contest. The 
terribly British gay photographer 
and author had his most notable 
success as a set and costume de¬ 
signer for stage ( Coco ) and screen 
( Gigi, My Fair Lady). But until now, 
the last decade of Beaton’s life was 
uncharted. For better or worse, au¬ 
thor Hugo Vickers pored over Beat¬ 
on’s diaries from 1970 until his 
death in 1980 and now presents 
them as they were originally writ¬ 
ten, edited only for length. 

As a diarist, Beaton endlessly 
polished, edited, and revised his 
original diaries prior to publica¬ 
tion. But Vickers spares the read¬ 
er any revisionist history, present¬ 
ing the original text, warts and all. 
Fortunately for the reader, most of 
the warts are on the faces of oth¬ 
ers, and Beaton lives up to his rep¬ 
utation for “Malice in Wonder¬ 
land.” There are interesting 
episodes involving private meet¬ 
ings with England’s Queen Moth¬ 
er (sweet), the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor (loved her, hated 
him), and Elizabeth Taylor and 
Richard Burton ( declasse swine). 
Beaton describes watching a lat¬ 
ter-day live performance of Mar- 
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lene Dietrich and begrudgingly 
pays his respects verbally. But his 
most vitriolic vivisection is re¬ 
served for Katharine Hepburn, 
the star of Coco, whom Beaton 
loathed without reservation. This 
section alone, which comprises 
the first three pages of The Unex¬ 
purgated Beaton, justifies the pur¬ 
chase of the book. 

Yet the bulk of the diary entries 
during Beaton’s last decade re¬ 
flects an older gay man facing fail¬ 
ing health, and dealing with the 
loss of his peers. Unfortunately 
for Americans, his peers are pre¬ 
dominantly obscure member of 
British royalty whose comings 
and goings will hold little interest 
for most readers. 

Palace dreams 

During his last decade, Cecil 
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J.C. Mitchell 

A previous page 

ence changed Mitchell’s life in 
many ways. “It helped me to be 
more of the person I want to be,” 
he says. “I’m more comfortable 
with my feminine side, and less 
scared of people having power 
over me.” 

Mitchell says that the film 
earned him a lot of offers from 
Hollywood. “They wanted me to 
direct the film of Rent; they 
wanted me to be one of the X- 
Men; but I turned them down. It 
was fun to say no to them.” 

Although he may be an 
agent’s worst nightmare, the au¬ 
teur is dedicated to his current 
work-in-progress, a film initially 
referred to as The Sex Project, 
now tentatively titled, The Short 
Bus. 

A multi-character piece cl la 
Robert Altman, the New York- 
based film is being written 
through actor improvisation. “I 
wanted to make a film that uses 
real sex — not shy away from it 
like Hollywood, or glorify it like 
porn,” says Mitchell. 

Currently in its year-long 
writing process, the film should 
begin shooting, and the actors 
begin their on-camera coupling, 
next summer. 

Mitchell divides his time be¬ 
tween New York and San Fran¬ 
cisco, where he spent last sum¬ 


mer writing and will spend the 
holiday with his family. He dis¬ 
misses a question about key dif¬ 
ferences between the two cities, 
saying, “Everybody knows that,” 
but ultimately notes that he 
“needs a little of both.” 

San Francisco holds personal 
significance for Mitchell, who 
came out of the closet at age 20 
while visiting his brother at USF 
in 1985. Stifled by the frat-house 
environment, the young actor 
headed to Polk Street, where he 
met a mechanic who was a mem¬ 
ber of the Radical Faeries. 

“He invited me to a solstice 
party, and at first I was scandal¬ 
ized by the idea of orgies,” he 
says. “I stayed at the House of the 
Golden Bull, the proto-faerie col¬ 
lective in Berkeley. They were 
making acid punch and rolling 
joints, and that experience just 
tore open the closet door for me.” 

When he finally returned 
from his adventure, Mitchell told 
his worried brother, “I’m gay — 
and I found someone to fix your 
car.” 

But doesn’t everybody already 
know that? ▼ 


A Hed-Wigged Out Xmas 
benefits Stop AIDS Project, 
Dec. 19, Castro Theatre. 5:30: 
Meet & greet; 7:30: Gala. 
Tickets ($27.50-$50): (415) 
863-0611 or at A Different 
Light Bookstore, 489 Castro St. 


Bonbons for bibliophiles 


by Glen Helfand 


Chip Kidd by Veronique Vienne, 
Yale University Press, $19.95 

aybe you’ve noticed that 
book-shopping has re¬ 
cently become a more 
eye-tickling experience. The art of 
the book jacket has become in¬ 
creasingly stylish, sophisticated 
and fun. It fuels the notion of 
book lust with glossy ink and 
clever image juxtapositions. I like 
to think that sleek book covers 
also infuse the solitary interac¬ 
tions between writer and reader 
with a bit of designer sex appeal 
— the equivalent of wearing 
something that makes you feel 
fabulous. While it may be suspect 
to wholly judge a book by its 
cover, there’s much to admire in 
the art of capturing a text in its 
package, especially one that em¬ 
bodies the essence of what’s in¬ 
side. 

Book designer Chip Kidd 
manages the trick with remark¬ 
able consistency, and in his two- 
decade career has the unlikely and 
very admirable distinction of 
being a book designer superstar. 
As a longtime staff designer at 
Knopf publishing company, he’s 
had a hand in making some of the 
most memorable dust jackets and 
glossy sleeves for books that, if 
you haven’t read, you’re definitely 
aware of: Jurassic Park by Michael 
Chrichton; David Sedaris’ Naked; 
the transparent sheath on Donna 
Tartt’s once-ubiquitous The Secret 
History; and Jimmy Corrigan, the 
elaborate graphic novel by Chris 
Ware, among many others. You 
could say that Kidd is the literary- 
world equivalent of Philippe Star- 
ck, putting their skills both to the 
upper echelons of design as well 
as more democratic Target mar¬ 
kets. Kidd’s innovations are root¬ 
ed in the use of unlikely imagery 
to intrigue readers by encapsulat¬ 
ing the spirit of the text within. 
He’s done it for mega-titles as well 


have the appeal of bonbons for 
bibliophiles. One of Kidd’s signa¬ 
tures is the unconventional, narra¬ 
tive-enhancing use of removable 
dust jackets. He did the fabulous 
peek-a-boo jacket for Bret Easton 
Ellis’ Glamorama (a book I must 
admit I bought for the cover 
alone), of which Vienne writes: 
“The jacket sleeve, peppered with 
die-cut gunshots, alludes to the vi¬ 
olence of the nightclub scene.” The 
captions cover Kidd’s creative in¬ 
spirations, as well as the authors’ 
reactions to the book-jacket de¬ 
signs, which are briefly noted. 
Sedaris, we learn, has a hilarious 
booksigning reflex when fans pre¬ 
sent him with Kidd’s removable 
boxer-short cover for the hardcov¬ 
er edition of Naked. Kidd has a 
similar response to his own cover 
for Maggie Paley’s irresistibly ti¬ 
tled The Book of the Penis, for 
which Kidd deviously devised a 
peel-off fig leaf (and a ruler print¬ 
ed along the spine). 

The selection of works is 
prodigious; you can’t help but be 
impressed by Kidd’s consistently 
interesting output. He’s even writ¬ 
ten a semi-autobiographical 
novel, The Cheese Monkeys, in 
which the elaborate book design 
becomes a playful component in 
the narrative -— apparently, Kidd 
employed many design ideas that 
were nixed for other people’s 
books. The fact that the designer 
has the clout to pull something 
like this off is yet another reason 
to admire him. The compact, af¬ 
fordable nature of this volume 
makes it a coffeetable book that 
you’ll actually read. T 


as first novels and Edmund 
White’s belles lettres biography of 
Jean Genet. 

Crossover seems to be the em¬ 
phasis in Yale University Press’ re¬ 
cently released book on Kidd. One 
of two titles in their new series 
called Monographics (the other is 
devoted to major motion picture 
title-designer Kyle Cooper), the 
book is a compact but generously 
illustrated chronicle of Kidd’s ca¬ 
reer. In a mercifully brief intro¬ 
ductory essay by design critic 
Veronique Vienne, we get bio¬ 
graphical information along with 
the narrative of his professional 
development. Kidd had formative 
childhood experiences through 
his adoration of Batman, the 
comic book and TV show (and 
later did a lavish coffeetable book 
devoted to both). 

We learn that he started at 
Knopf at the tender age of 22 and 
worked up a reputation fairly 
quickly, though not without the 
strange, sometimes uncomfort¬ 
able undercurrents of becoming a 
celebrity name in an institutional 
team of designers that usually re¬ 
mains anonymous. We’re even 
privy to the queer pride fact that 
Kidd has a stable relationship 
with a scholar, J.D. McClatchy. 


Nightclub casualty 

The rest of the book is a collec¬ 
tion of full-color illustrations of 
the work, with short captions that 
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photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 

call 

Steve 

< 415 - 621-1188 


days, or 

Patrick 

< 415 - 810-2325 

evenings & weekends 



fluto Crotico 


of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
40770 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every day 



Leather columnist Mister Marcus with his BAR publisher, the late Bob Ross, at IML 1991 in Chicago. Bob was 
a champion of the leather/biker community and attended the IML contest several times. 
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Tribute to a mentor 

Bob Ross: biker and leatherman 


by Mister Marcus 


an Francisco’s entire LGBT 
community was saddened 
last Wednesday, December 
10 when it was learned that Bob 
Ross, the founding publisher of 
the Bay Area Reporter, had passed 
away at Davies Hospital after a 
long and valiant battle with com¬ 
plications due to liver, heart and 
diabetes problems. 

Bob was my champion and my 
mentor. He plucked me from the 
relative obscurity I labored in 
as a bartender in various 
South of Market leather bars. 

As the president of the 
then powerful Tavern 
Guild, he chose me to 
chair the second annual 
fundraiser Circus-Cir¬ 
cus and assigned a half- 
dozen seasoned Guild 
members to assist me. 

As it turned out, Cir¬ 
cus-Circus made a 
reasonable profit that 
year, and it was my successful 
transition to becoming an activist. 

In April of 1971, this newspa¬ 
per began publishing and became 
the first LGBT newspaper in the 
country, and also the biggest. In 
October of that same year, I came 
aboard as a columnist for the 
leather community — a time 
when there were no leather titles 
or contests, and the news consist¬ 
ed mainly of the then 13 bike 
clubs and leather bar gossip (al¬ 
ways plenty of that!). I got lots of 
static for daring to print the 
names of the clubs — and mem¬ 
bers of those clubs — and the 


Southern California clubs were up 
in arms over it. But those obsta¬ 
cles were soon overcome and now, 
a press release about club events is 
de rigueur for every correspond¬ 
ing secretary in clubs around the 
nation. 

The LGBT community of 2003 
has absolutely no idea what life 
was like here for us in 1971. There 
were perhaps a half-dozen agen¬ 
cies but nothing like the hundreds 
that exist today. The only leather 
contest in San Francisco during 
that period was the Mr. Febe’s title 
and the winner both times was 
a person that closely resembled 
the world-famous Febe’s stat¬ 
ue. He had no official duties 
and did not advance to a 
higher level of competi¬ 
tion. 

The empress was 
merely a drag queen who 
“officiated” at events 
taking place in the 
bars that belonged to 
the Tavern Guild. And 
I won’t dare tell you 
how titleholders of every stripe 
began doing money-raising 
events. The “do something with 
your title” started in 1972 and has 
come full-force today 

Bob was often a cantankerous 
personality to deal with. I would 
be safe in saying that there are 
personalities still living here who 
were at one time or another 
rubbed the wrong way by Bob. If 
he liked you, you knew it. And 
likewise, if he didn’t. Nevertheless, 
no one can ever deny Bob’s gen¬ 
erosity. Every year about this time, 
as an employee of the BAR, I was 
directed to cut checks in the hun¬ 


dreds of thousands of dollars 
made out to various AIDS chari¬ 
ties and other entities that de¬ 
pended on fundraising to survive. 
There was no big fanfare. A check 
would arrive for each one without 
even an explanation. 

The BAR prospered through¬ 
out its existence. It became one of 
the most influential publications 
in the entire LGBT communities 
of the world. A long list of talent¬ 
ed, astute editors were on board, 
and their individual approach 
made the BAR a consistent award- 
winner in whatever venue it was 
nominated. 

Bob’s record of involvement 
and influence is chronicled else¬ 
where in this week’s issue. But I 
would point out to those who do 
not know that Bob Ross was a 
leather man long before many can 
remember. He was a member of 
the Barbary Coasters MC and was 
the chef for many of their week¬ 
end bike runs and also served in 
the same capacity for other bike 
clubs. He wanted the BAR to 
cover all aspects of San Francisco’s 
gay/lesbian population, so in Oc¬ 
tober of 1971 he prevailed upon 
me to write this leather column. 
Many other gay newspapers will 
never allow a leather column, 
even today. 

As a biker, Bob was present at 
many of the weekend bike runs 
that existed in the City. There was 
no Inter-Club Fund in those days, 
and when the Forum of San Fran¬ 
cisco was inaugurated, he was in¬ 
strumental in helping that organi¬ 
zation become accepted. 

I am both grateful and proud 

next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Friday, December 19 

The Exiles throw their last offering of the year at a 
leather swap meet at the Women's Building. $3 for 
members, $6 for guests; doors open 1930, program 
2000 to 2200. For info: www.theexiles.org. 

Weekend, January 9-11 

Fetish Fair at the Boston Park Plaza in Beantown 
by the New England Leather Alliance all weekend 
with a fleamarket. For info, click on www.nla- 
newenglandorg/fff.html. Or call (617) 426-2000. 

Saturday, January 10 

Mr. Gauntlet II Leather at the Gauntlet II in Los 
Angeles, the first contest to send someone to the 
Mr. L.A. Leather contest in March. 

Sacramento Valley Leathermen (SVL) install 


their new officers at the Bolt tonight, followed by a 
bar crawl then back to the Bolt to finish it off. For 
more info: www.svlclub.org or call (916) 486- 
5500. 

Weekend, January 16-20 

First biggie of the year is the Mid-Atlantic Leather 
weekend in Washington, D.C. with the Mr. Mid-At¬ 
lantic Leather Contest and lots of events. The IML 
2004 Judges will be announced at a press confer¬ 
ence that weekend and a new titleholder will be 
named to succeed Alvin York. For more info: 
www.leatherweekend.com. 

Weekend, January 23-25 

Mr. Padlock Leather contest in Phoenix, Arizona 
with the usual three-day menu. For info: (602) 
828-7976. 
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Sensational sluts 


by John F. Karr 


hen Chi Chi LaRue 
makes films for his own 
company, Rascal Video, 
he is unbounded by imposed for¬ 
mulas. On his home turf, on his 
own terms, he’s recently delivered 
a string of movies marked by 
abundant good humor, a con¬ 
stantly zingy style, and joy in the 
nastiness of sex. These rascala- 
cious movies sprinkle a lightness 
of spirit over Chi Chi’s well- 
known sexual gluttony, and are a 
happy discovery. 

Even happier is their discovery 
of Matt Summers. He’s a natural 
star. I say that not only because 
he’s left natural his unshaven 
crotch, but because this 26-year- 
old former accountant has what it 
takes. He’s attractively gaunt, with 
black sideburns, a chin soul- 
patch, and permanent five 
o’clock shadow roughing 
him up. He has absolute¬ 
ly no gag reflex, he loves 
to get deeply banged 
while jerkin’ his meat, 
and he’s got that show¬ 
biz sine qua non: a gim¬ 
mick. He’s 
possessed 
when 
cumming 
like a Jehovah’s Witness getting 
the spirit. He thrashes and jerks in 
grand mal seizures that last un¬ 
naturally long, from 30 to a record 
51 seconds (oh, yes; in the interest 
of reportage, I timed them). 

This doozy is the climax of In 
the Can, in which Paul Johnson’s 
muscle butt gets shafted following 
extreme rimming by Joe Foster, 
arid the adorable, sturdy young 
athlete and fuckbunny Trent 
Atkins rides upon Nick Capra. 
But Matt Summers and longtime 
fave Kyle Kennedy stop the show. 
Matt has no trouble swallowing 
Kyle’s lengthy shaft down to the 
balls, while Kyle’s fingers explore 
Matt’s acquiescent asshole. Which 
is soon clamped over Kyle’s face, 
getting slathered and lubed so 
that Matt can plunk it down with 
a whoosh on Kyle’s rigid reamer. 
Matt’s boner beats against his 
belly as he bounces, and Kyle 
churns Matt’s ass so ferociously 
that Matt’s Big Bang blast rocks 
the screen for almost a minute. 

I’m a little overheated here, so 



let’s pause and investigate the gen¬ 
eral airiness of Chi Chi’s movies. 
He usually avoids both plot and 
dialogue, casually draping an an¬ 
thology of scenes around a theme. 

His sets are usually 
easy-going abstrac¬ 
tions — brightly-col¬ 
ored walls backing a 
bed or chaise — so 
' sex is well-framed 
in architecture, in¬ 
stead of blurred in the 
scatter of a 
room. 
Scenes are 
frequent¬ 
ly released 
from formulaic length to the time 
that the quality of the sex de¬ 
serves. 

And the sex is dependably de¬ 
serving. Chi Chi accepts only the 
hardest boners. He dotes upon 
ravenous rimming. And I dote 
upon Chi Chi’s specialty. I’ve long 
been at a loss to name this strad¬ 
dle-fuck position that presents 
both sets of performers’ genitalia 
to the viewer. This month’s Play- 
girl (which I peruse as a research 
tool) depicted a woman thusly 
riding her dude, and called it the 
Reverse Cowgirl. So for us, it’s 
here on in the Reverse Cowboy. 
Chi Chi gives it to ya, with the 
ridin’ cowboy’s crank smackin’ up 
and down, or better yet, doing a 
360° propeller. 

Ride ’em, cowboy 

Which is what you’ll thrill to in 
What Men Do. It depicts what 
some slightly rough, tattooed and 
be-jocked younger men do when 
they’re out cruisin’ and all horned 
up. What a reverse cowboy for 



tight little Tag Adams, almost as 
violent as he was in Titan’s Carny, 
having dirty sex in a dirty public 
john with insouciantly named 
new star Johnny Hazzard. They’re 
sensationally slutty. In a gonzo 
threeway, Drew Peters does a Re¬ 
verse Cowboy atop Ricardo Dias, 
after Matt Summers, as their 
manic centerpiece, gets fucked 
berserk. 

Matt’s hole has never been as 
beautifully explored as it is by 
sturdily built and steely-bonered 
Alex LeMonde in A Mans Tail. 
Matt responds rapturously, fold¬ 
ing his legs behind his head to 
better accommodate Alex’s 
tongue. It’s only a little unkind 
that their sucking and rimming 
don’t culminate in a fuck. That 
glory is saved for a subsequent 
scene with Matt and tattooed 
punk Nick Piston. The romanti¬ 
cally plotted movie itself ends 
with an endearing and niftily 
filmed sequence. Rapacious An¬ 
thony Shaw — in shoulder- 
length blond hair and his usual 
sexual heat — is actually a “mer¬ 
man! After seducing landlubber 
Joe Foster (another pip of a Re¬ 
verse Cowboy here), Anthony 
carries Joe away into the deep 
blue sea. 

I’d also like to recommend the 
youthful cast of Starting Young ( ph, 
joyfully nasty Trent Austin flip¬ 
flopping with Trey Alimore!), and 
give credit to Chi Chi’s consistent¬ 
ly excellent crew: videographer 
Hue Wilde, editor Scott Coblio, 
and composer JD Slater. ▼ 


www.channellreleasing.com; 
(800) 997-9072 



Mister Marcus 

◄ previous page 

to have been associated with Bob 
Ross. He mentored me, encour¬ 
aged me and supported all my ef¬ 
forts. He was there as I became the 
first emperor of San Francisco, in 
my involvement in helping found 
Operation Concern along with 
my beloved Empress Maxine, in 
my involvement with the AIDS 
Emergency Fund as the first ever 
co-chair with my pal Sharon Mc¬ 
Night, and even in my initiation 
into the leather lifestyle. 

It is not easy to lose a friend of 
over 30 years, but there it is. I 
guess the only thing left to do is 
continue. In Bob’s words, “Do it 
your way, but do it right.” I’ve 
never forgotten those words, and I 
doubt I ever will. 

Life does go on 

The holiday season forges 
ahead, relentlessly. Last Thursday, 
December 11, Mr. SF Leather Ju¬ 
lian Marshburn staged a 
fundraising party at Daddy’s. In 
attendance was a cornucopia of 
porn actors headed by Michael 


Brandon, who is fast becoming 
another Will Clark when it comes 
to putting those naughty-boy ac¬ 
tors on display for a “cause”. In 
this case, Julian’s fundraiser was 
staged to benefit both his travel 
fund and the Magnet men’s 
health agency. Since no travel 
funds are available to him, Julian 
found it necessary to help out the 
new agency as well. 

The Daddy’s bartenders were 
put up for bidding for dinner 
dates, with Officer Brenda once 
again auctioning them off for pre¬ 
mium prices. There were draw¬ 
ings for lots of items including 
49ers game tickets from Jaguar 
Bookstore, to mention just one. 
Lonnie Tuck and Snatch provided 
the entertainment. All in all, some 
$1,600 was raised. Good show! 

All around the leather zones, 
leather bars and personalities, ti- 
tleholders and just plain decent 
folks staged events geared to raise 
money for the needy. 

Finally, if you’re looking for a 
quality holiday gifts, the 15%-off 
sale on all boots continues at 
Stompers until the end of the 
month, so get on down there and 
revel in boot heaven! T 



Here's Daniel Hogue, Mr. Central 
Valley Leather (Fresno) who will 
compete for the IML 2004 title in 
Chicago next May. 



Happy Holidays! 
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Out&About 


Bye, 

sweetie 

H e always called me “sweetie” or 
“sweetheart”, his quiet terms of 
endearment for the surprising 
number of people he actually liked. 
Surprising, because when he didn’t 
like somebody, he let them and every¬ 
one else know it loudly and in no un¬ 
certain terms. Various members of 
ACT UP San Francisco come to mind 
— the AIDS denialists, as he described 
them when he was being polite, saving 
much more colorful phrases for when 
he wasn’t. 

Bob Ross was a commanding figure 
in the gay, lesbian, transgender, bisex¬ 
ual community (right down to the 
end, he hated the term queer). To work 
for him was to be caught up in a whirl¬ 
wind, to experience the inner work¬ 
ings of the City up close and personal, 
and to witness the sometimes hard- 
handed wielding of economic, politi¬ 
cal and, yes, even artistic influence by 
the patriarchy. By virtue of his im¬ 
mense willpower and enormous effort 
sustained over several decades, first as 
a restaurateur on Polk Street, then as 
founder/publisher of the BAR, Ross 
rose to a position of great prominence 
in San Fraftciscc*, itOtjust in the gay ' 
and lesbian community — which he 
and.his newspaper did as much as any 
person or publication to define and 
shape — but in the various circles of 
power at large. Anyone who has 
worked in journalism for very long 
understands what enormous guts, am¬ 
bition and hard work it takes to build 
a successful publication from scratch, 
no matter what its orientation. What¬ 
ever your politics may be — and very 
likely they were often at odds with 
Ross’s fiscally conservative/socially 
progressive stands — it’s impossible to 
deny that the man built a monumental 
institution. His BAR has served as a 
beacon of liberation for countless 
thousands of men and women, in San 
Francisco and across the nation. 

Some would say he occasionally 
abused his power, bending too much 
to the will of corporations, property 
owners and advertisers, and no doubt 
his detractors will be lacerating him 
long after this day. He was a difficult 
man with a tumultuous temperament 
and unyielding opinions. He often 
took positions that to Gonzalez-voting 
lefties seemed out of the Dark Ages, yet 
he believed in his friend Harvey Milk’s 
dream, and pursued it relentlessly, to 
the betterment of this city. Bob Ross 
built up this town’s Gay Pride practi¬ 
cally brick by brick. 

While Ross’s temper could and 
often did go volcanic, what few on the 
outside realize is how deeply he cared 
about his community, especially the 
most vulnerable among us, though his 
was the old-school, tough-love, father¬ 
ly model of concern. In particular he 
cared about the model/escorts who 
advertise in the BAR's back pages. It 
wasn’t just about money. Ross wanted 
to help them get off Polk Street, to 
bring stability and dignity to their 
lives. He was a champion of their 
rights, and often used his influence to 
get the police to back off when they 
were pushing hustlers too hard. Ross 
never looked for accolades, he just did 
what he thought was right. ▼ 


Unique Derique and Moshe "YooWho" Cohen clown 
about in Cirque Do Somethin' at The Marsh. See Sunday. 


fe 8 

‘A Hed-Wigged 
Out X-Mas!’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

JVlarc Huestis Presents "A 
Hed-Wigged Out X-Mas!" 
featuring John Cameron 
Mitchell live on stage reading 
Truman Capotes' A Christmas 
Memory. Femcee Heklina (as 
Hed-Klina) will be your host¬ 
ess, with hell-a-day comedy 
from Greg Proops ( Nightmare 
Before X-Mas; Whose Line Is 
It Anyway; www.proopdog. 
com). Plus Matthew Martin 
as Heg-gy Lee, and Arturo 
Galster as Rockin' Granny 
Hedwig. Special bonus: 
Glama-Rama! presents "The 
Hed-Wigged Out X-Mas 
Pageant," featuring 14 outra¬ 
geous wigs on stunning mod¬ 
els. Big treat: screening of the 
far-out cult classic Hedwig & 
The Angry Inch. A benefit for 
the STOP AIDS Project. 
$27.50 ($50 w/meet-&-greet 
reception w/Mitchell). 

5:30pm reception; 7:30pm 
gala. Tix: A Different Light 
Bookstore (489 Castro St.); 
phone 863-0611. 

‘Christmas With 
The Crawfords’ 

@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Theatre Rhinoceros and Art¬ 
ful Circle Theatre present 
Christmas With The Craw¬ 
fords. Starring Hedda Lettuce 
as Joan Crawford. Created by 
Richard Winchester. Written 
by Mark Sargent. Directed by 
Donna Drake. It's Christmas 
Eve, 1944. Joan has recently 
been "fired" from MGM, and 
is looking forward to the live 
radio broadcast from her 
Brentwood mansion, to be 
hosted by her friend & gossip 
monger, Hedda Hopper. Star¬ 
ring David Bicha, Mark Enea, 
Trauma Flintstone, Matthew 
Martin, Mark Sargent, Tom 
Shaw, Nikki Star and Drew 
Todd. $15-$25. Show runs 
thru Jan. 3. Showtimes: 
Wed.-Sat. at 8pm; Sun. eves 
at 7pm; Sun. mats at 4pm. 

No performances on Xmas 
Day (12/25) and New Year's 
Eve (12/31). The Rhino, 2926 
16th St. (Mission & So. Van 


Ness). Tix/info: 861 5079; 
www.therhino.org 

GAPA Men’s Chorus 
— ‘A Night Divine’ 

@ Bethany United 
Methodist Church 

Gay Asian Pacific Alliance pre¬ 
sents "A Night Divine," an in¬ 
timate holiday concert high¬ 
lighting a harmonic blend of 
voices. This festive fuil-length 
program features an interna¬ 
tional selection of songs, in¬ 
cluding classical pieces, folk 
tunes, pop standards and a 
round of Christmas carols 
(sung in Asian languages, of 
course!). Since 1989 the 
GAPA Chorus has been in¬ 
creasing the visibility of gay 
Asians and Pacific Islanders, in 
the process becoming the most 
enduring ethnically based gay 
choral group in America. $5 
w/post-show reception. 8pm. 
1268 Clipper St. Tix/info: 
email gapachorus@aol.com 

KITKA’s 

‘Wintersongs’ 

@ Old First Church 

The acclaimed women's vocal 
ensemble KITKA, returning to 
the Bay Area after tours of 
the East Coast, the Northwest 
and Southern California, pre¬ 
sent their fourth annual 
"Wintersongs" concert, show¬ 
casing songs from Bulgaria, 
Macedonia, Croatia, Hun¬ 
gary, Romania, Latvia, Rus¬ 
sia, Serbia, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Moravia, Greece and beyond. 
Including songs from KITKA's 
new CD Wintersongs (Dia- 
phonica). KITKA are Leslie 
Bonnett, Shira Cion, Lucia 
Comnes, Catherine Rose 
Crowther, Deborah Dietrich, 
Juliana Graffagna, Lily 
Huang, Janet Kutulas, Ann 
Moorhead, and Lily Storm. 
$12 gen'l; $9 students/se¬ 
niors. Tix/info: 474-1608; 
www.oldfirstconcerts.org 

Bill Daniel’s ‘Souls 
Harbor’ @ YBCA 

Opening day: As part of the 
performance-based series 
"Four in a Row," Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts 
presents Souls Harbor, in 
which filmmaker/photograph¬ 
er Bill Daniels builds a view¬ 
ing environment within the 
YBCA gallery based on docu¬ 


mentary footage and collaged 
field audio. The installation 
approximates the interior of a 
live-in RV and will be assem¬ 
bled from artifacts and detri¬ 
tus gathered by Daniel from 
his numerous road trips 
across the country. The piece 
examines the hobo community 
and how graffiti art and oral 
history create identity and fa¬ 
cilitate communication within 
hobo culture. $6 gen'l; $3 
students/seniors (free every 
Thursday); free for Center 
members; and free for all on 
First Tuesdays. On view Dec. 
19-January 4, llam-5pm 
Tue-Sun (llam-8pm First 
Tuesdays). 701 Mission St. 

(at 3rd St.). Tix/info: 978- 
ARTS (2787). 


Oakland Ballet’s 
‘Nutcracker’ 

@ Paramount Theatre 

Oakland Ballet, under the 
guidance of Artistic Director 
Karen Brown^ kicks off seven 
performances with tonight's 
one-night-only "All-Star 
Night at the Nutcracker," a 
tradition featuring a variety 
of Bay Area sports and media 
celebs who take to the stage 
in costume and make-up, 
dancing as Toy Soldiers 
alongside Oakland Ballet 
dancers. Choreography by 
Ronn Guidi. In a nod to ever- 
increasing budget constraints, 
this year's Nutcracker will be 
performed to recorded music, 
foregoing the use of live 
music by the Oakland East 
Bay Symphony. $10-$55. 
7pm. Also 2pm & 7pm Dec. 
20 & 21, and 2pm Dec. 22 & 
23. Paramount Theatre, 2025 
Broadway, Oakland. Tix: 510- 
625-8497 or 415-421-8497; 
www.oaklandballet.org 

Luna Sea Theater’s 
10th Anniversary 
Show & Save-the- 
Theater Benefit 

On the eve of its 10th an¬ 
niversary, the nation's first 
and only women's theater is 
struggling to keep its doors 
open. Come celebrate 10 
groundbreaking, powerful and 
outrageous years at a one- 
night only show, auction, and 
reception benefiting Luna Sea 
Theater. A jam-packed who's- 
who potpourri cabaret of les¬ 
bian, queer, and transgender 
performance. The one-night- 
only event continues with a 
juicy auction, gallery installa¬ 
tion by Noa Mohlabane, and 
finishes with a meet-the- 
artists reception. Emcees 
Pam Dunn, Shawna Virago & 


The women of KITKA perform Eastern European "Win¬ 
tersongs" at Old First Church. See Friday. 


‘Inside of Inside’ 

@ The LAB 

Come Saturday to The LAB to 
find rare and extraordinary 
work by artists and hand¬ 
made object makers at afford¬ 
able prices. Browse the fixed 
price cheap art wall from 3 to 
9 pm, with work ranging from 
$2 to $45. Bid on pieces in a 
silent auction from 6 to 9 pm, 
or purchase a raffle ticket at 
only $20 to be drawn for se¬ 
lected works by Tammy Rae 
Carland, Carolyn Ryder Coo- 


Hedwig and the Angry Inch screens at 'A Hed-Wigged 
Out X-Mas!' at the Castro Theatre. See Friday. 


Joe Samson host this one- 
night-only event. Lineup in¬ 
cludes: B.C. Cliver, Ali Can¬ 
non, Robyn Brooks, Celestina 
Pearl, Phat Fly Girls, Ms. De- 
Meanor & Big Burlesque, 
Lifidasusan Ulrich, 
HeartRhythms DrumChoir 
(directed by Yolanda S. Vier- 
ra Allen), Fat Fuck, Karen X, 
and Pattie Lockard. After the 
loss of so many artist spaces, 
SF is now in danger of losing 
the nation's first and only 
women's theater. On the eve 
of its 10th anniversary, Luna 
Sea Theater is rallying to 
save the theater and its per¬ 
formance projects for queer 
women, people of color, and 
transgender people. For ten 
years, Luna Sea has sustained 
itself as the only women's the¬ 
ater, inclusive and intention¬ 
ally committed to queer 
women, communities of color 
and transgender communities. 
$10-$25 sliding. 8pm Luna 
Sea Theater, 2940 16th St. 
(at Capp).Tix: 863-2989. 

Info: www.lunaseatheater.org 

Spencer Day’s 
‘Crimson Club’ @ 

‘Late Night at Empire’ 

The Plush Room's "Late 
Night at Empire" presents 
jazz/pop sensation Spencer 
Day's "The Crimson Club" 
starring piano playing crooner 
kid Day and a wild and crazy 
crew including Trixxie Carr, 
the dashing Brian Knecht, 

The Crimson Kittens (Erika 
Torchia and Keely Rogers 
Free), the return of Sonny 
Brown (Brandon Burrell) and 
Beyonce Knowles (also Bran¬ 
don Burrell), and the Crimson 
Club Orchestra. Plus The Real 
Intentions and spoken-word 
from the city's finest 
poets/wordsmiths. $8 (N0- 
TAFLOF). Doors open 


10:30pm; show at 11pm. The 
Plush Room at the York 
Hotel, 940 Sutter Street @ 
Leavenworth (in L. Nob Hill). 
Info: Plush Room box office, 
885-2800; spencerday.com; 
www.plushroom.com 

Kinsey Sicks: ‘Oy Vey 
in a Manger!’ 

@ NCTC 

New Conservatory Theatre 
Center and The Kinsey Sicks, 
America's Favorite Dragapel- 
la Beauty Shop Quartet, pre¬ 
sent Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a 
Manger!, in which the Sicks 
turn their considerable talents 
to the global effort to stamp 
out holiday cheer. Oy Vey 
combines the Kinsey Sicks' 
award-winning a cappella 
singing, biting wit and over- 
the-top drag in a theatrical 
attempt to answer the age-old 
Yuletide question: "Why is 
this night different from all 
other nights?" Come hear 
"Lusty the Snowman," "God 
Bless Ye Femmy Lesbians," 
"A Lay in a Manger," and the 
new Xmas cuisine standard, 
"Soylent Night." $25-$34. 
8pm Wed-Fri; 7:30 & 10pm 
Sat. Thru Jan 3, 2004 10th 
Anniversary Show on Tue., 
Dec. 30. Special New Year's 
Eve show Dec 31. No shows 
on Dec 24 & 25 and Jan 1. 
NCTC, 25 Van Ness Ave (at 
Market). Tix/info: 861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Lunatique 

Fantastique’s ‘Foiled 
Again’ @ NCTC 

New Conservatory Theatre 
Center and Lunatique Fantas- 
tique present "Foiled Again," 
a completely new fourth 
episode in the company's 
"Wrapping paper Caper" se¬ 
ries, written by Liebe Wetzel 
and performed by the Luna¬ 
tique Fantastique Ensemble. 

A holiday who-dunnit with all 
the trimmings. $10 youth; 

$12 adults. 2pm. Also on Dec 
22, 23, 27, 29 & 30, plus Jar 
3, 2004. Special shows: 

10am & 11:30am Mon-Thu 
for school groups and fami¬ 
lies. NCTC, 25 Van Ness Ave. 
(near Market). Tix/info: 861- 
8972; www.nctcsf.org 
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ley, Alicia McCarthy, Andrew 
Schoultz and Sara Thustra. 
This event will be hosted by 
! local talent Tara Jepsen and 
I Beth Lisick with DJ Juanita 
I and live music by Alicia Mc- 
, Carthy and guests. All pro¬ 
ceeds from this event benefit 
the Inside of Inside exhibition 
| of 70 women artist on 
"home," curated by The Big 
Ballyhoo artist collective, 

| opening this winter at The 
LAB. This event is wheelchair 
I accessible. The LAB is locat¬ 
ed at 2948-16th St (btwn 
Capp & South Van Ness). 

Info: 864-8855; 
www.thelab.org 

Thrive @ The Center 

Thrive, a group of gay HIV+ 
guys breaking the isolation of 
| HIV, presents a Mini Pot 
Luck with fruits, desserts, fin¬ 
ger foods and fun. Donation 
suggested. l-3pm. A fra¬ 
grance-free event. SF LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 
I Market St. (at Octavia). 

Gay & Lesbian 
I Sierrans @ San Pedro 
County Park 

I Join Gay and Lesbian Sier- 
I rans (GLS) for an easy three- 
mile loop on.the Hazelnut 
Trail in San Pedro County 
] Park. This hike should take 
I about one and a half hours, 
and the park is about a 20- 
I min. drive from SF. Meet 
10am in front of the Glen 
Park BART station in SF for 
I carpools. Lunch, sturdy shoes, 
I layers recommended. Rain 
cancels. Info: Call hike leader 
at 415-401-8426. 

Phranc + Visitors 
Kimberly 
@ Cafe Du Nord 

In concert: Phranc (the ''all- 
American Jewish lesbian 
I folksinger"), along with Stay 
I at Home Bomb (Alice Bag 
| from LA punk legends The 
I Bags), Jackie Strano, and The 
| Visitors Kimberly (Moon 
I Trent and Consuelo Ramirez). 
| S12. 9pm. Cafe Du Nord, 

| 1 2170 Market St. (between 
I Sanchez and Church). 
[Tix/info: 861-5016; 

I www.cafedunord.com. 

Mochi Pounding 
I Ceremony 
I @ Japantown 
] Peace Plaza 

| Japanese drummers, mochi 
I pounders and audience volun- 
I teers will demonstrate their 
I skill, strength, coordination 
I and dance-like foot work as 
I they wield long-handled wood- 
I en mallets and pound large 
I quantities of steaming rice 
1 into a thick paste as thunder- 
I ous rhythms of taiko drums 
I set the pace. When the rice 
I has been pounded to the right 
I consistency, it will be sweet- 
I ened and shaped into bite-size 
I cakes for the audience to 
I sample. The making and eat¬ 
ing of mochi have been inte- 
I gral to the Japanese New 
1 Year's celebration since the 
I Heian period (794-1185). 

I Mochi symbolizes happiness 
I and good fortune. Free. 1pm. 

] Post & Buchanan. Also 4pm 
I at the Japan Center Kinoku- 
I niya Bldg, at Post & Webster. 
| Info: 567-4573. 


I Beer, Sex & BLOW 
|@ Eagle Tavern 

I The Center for Sex & Culture 
I (CSC) and BLOW (Beautiful 
I Lips on Whistles) present 
“Beer, Sex & BLOW," a ben- 
I efit beer/beverage bust with 
I dinner. A kink-positive event. 
I The CSC provides non-judg- 
I mental, sex-positive sexuality 
I education and support to di- 
1 verse populations by means of 
I classes, workshops, social 
1 gatherings and hands-on, 

I practical skills-building 
I events. BLOW is a grassroots 
I harm-reduction campaign 



using the safety-whistle as a 
symbol to empower against 
hate crimes. Free condoms & 
lube courtesy the SF Dept, of 
Health — AIDS Prevention 
Office. $8 beer/beverage bust. 
Raffle-o-Porn tickets $2 each 
($5 for 3). 3-6pm. 12th & 
Harrison. Info: pusspuss- 
puss@yahoo.com 

Cirque Do Somethin’ 
@ the Marsh 

Preview: The Marsh presents 
Cirque Do Somethin' — a 
holiday offering from ac¬ 
claimed clowns Unique De- 
rique and Moshe "YooWho" 
Cohen. Their routines include 
unicycles, bicycles, human 
percussion, battles with 
music, disappearing acts, and 
rubber chickens. $5-$10 slid¬ 
ing previews (Dec. 21, 22, 23 
at 3pm & 8pm); $10-$15 
sliding regular run (Dec. 26- 
30 and Jan. 2-11 at 8pm, 
w/3pm matinees on Jan. 2, 3, 
4, 10 & 11. The Marsh, 1062 
Valencia St. (btwn 21st & 
22nd). Tix/info: 826-5750; 
www.themarsh.org 

‘Gone With the Wind’ 
@ Castro Theatre 

High-spirited Southern belle 
Scarlet O'Hara struggles 
valiantly to save her beloved 
plantation in this famous Civil 
War flick starring Vivien 
Leigh, Clark Gable, Leslie 
Howard, Olivia de Havilland, 
Hattie McDaniel and Butter¬ 
fly. Showtimes: 1:30, 

7:30pm. Info: 621-6120; 
www.castrotheatre.com 


MF" 

Gay Matinee’s 
‘Legendary Lesbians’ 
@ The Center 

The Center presents "Leg¬ 
endary Lesbians," a special 
Holiday Celebration featuring 
Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon 
live at an exclusive screening 
of the documentary No Secret 
Anymore! Meet the most leg¬ 
endary lesbian couple since 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas. As founders of the 
modern lesbian civil rights 
movement, Phyllis and Del 
have been partners in love 
and political activism for half 
a century. The film, directed 
by internationally recognized 
documentary artist JEB (Joan 
E. Biren), the film tenderly 
chronicles their enduring pas¬ 
sion and activism through 
archival photographs, inter¬ 
views, and cinematic surpris¬ 
es. The world premiere sold 
out the Castro Theater in Feb¬ 
ruary. Screenings at 4pm & 
6:30pm. Join Del & Phyllis at 
5pm for discussion & recep¬ 
tion. Admission free for Se¬ 
niors & Center members. 
Guests welcome. Seating lim¬ 
ited, come early. 1800 Mar¬ 
ket St. (at Octavia). Info: 


email gayflix@yahoo.com 

‘Citizen Kane’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

Voted the best movie ever 
made by a panel of interna¬ 
tional film critics and direc¬ 
tors, Citizen Kane (1941) 
was the audacious debut of 
25-year old Orson Welles and 
tells the fictionalized saga 
based on the life of newspaper 
magnate William Randolph 
Hearst. With Joseph Cotton 
and Dorothy Comingore. Cine¬ 
matography by Gregg Toland. 
Script by Welles and Herman 
J. Mankiewicz. Directed by 
Orson Welles. Showtimes: 
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm. 
Info: 621-6120; www.cas- 
trotheatre.com 


‘Vertigo’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

Vertigo (1958), the ultimate 
San Francisco film, directed 
by Alfred Hitchcock, starring 
Jimmy Stewart as retired po¬ 
lice detective John Ferguson 
hired to track down the wife 
(Kim Novak) of an old college 
buddy before she can commit 
suicide. He must wrestle with 
his fear of heights, however, 
and the results are dizzying. 
Music by Bernard Herrmann. 
70mm restoration by Robert 
A. Harris and James C. Katz. 
128m. Showtimes: 1:30, 
4:15, 7:00, 9:35pm. Info: 
621-6120; castrotheatre.com 



SF Gay Men’s Chorus 
‘Home for the 
Holidays’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

Golden Gate Performing Arts, 
Inc. continues a San Francis¬ 
co tradition, presenting the 
San Francisco Gay Men's 
Chorus under the baton of Dr. 
Kathleen McGuire, Artistic 
Director and Conductor, for 
the 14th Annual "Home for 
the Holidays" concerts on 
Christmas Eve. This holiday 
concert will celebrate Christ¬ 
mas, Hanukkah, Winter Sol¬ 
stice and Kwanzaa, along 
with the sheer joy of being 
with "family." Featuring se¬ 
lections from The Carpenter's 
A Christmas Portrait with 
special guest vocalist Meg 
Mackay echoing the sultry 
tones of Karen Carpenter. 

Also included will be Randall 
Thompson's classic Alleluia, 
an audience carols sing-along, 
the traditional conduct-the- 
chorus auction, a not-to-be- 
missed hilarious rendition of 
the Hallelujah Chorus from 
Handel's Messiah, and a spe¬ 
cial appearance by "Martha 


Stewart"! SFGMC is the old¬ 
est openly gay men's chorus 
in the world, having first per¬ 
formed on the steps of City 
Hall in San Francisco the 
night of the 1978 assassina¬ 
tions of Mayor George 
Moscone and Supervisor Har¬ 
vey Milk. $15 advance, $20 
door. Three shows: 5pm, 7pm 
& 9pm. Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St. Tix/info: 865- 
3650; www.sfgmc.org 

‘Kung Pao Kosher 
Comedy™’ @ New 
Asia Restaurant 

Kung Pao Kosher Comedy ,M 
presents meshugganah Jewish 
humor, scrumptious Chinese 
food and fortune cookies filled 
with Yiddish proverbs during 
the Christmas holidays. It is 
one of the largest annual Jew¬ 
ish events in SF, attended by 
Jews, non-Jews, gay and 
straight, looking for an alter¬ 
native way to get through the 
holidays. Hosted by openly 
queer comedian Lisa Geduldig 
(Feygelah Schmeygelah; Funny 
Girlz; Queer Comedy Quack 
Up), whose mother uninten¬ 
tionally writes most of her ma¬ 
terial. Starring Judy Gold, Ed 
Crasnick, and Bruce Smirnoff. 
$50 dinner show (6pm; in¬ 
cludes 7-course Chinese ban¬ 
quet & comedy); $35 cocktail 
show (9:30pm; includes egg 
rolls, soft drink & comedy). 
Also Xmas Day (5pm & 
8:30pm shows) and Dec. 26 & 
27. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific Ave. (btwn Grant & 
Stockton). Tix/info: 522-3737; 
www.koshercomedy. corns 

Dignity SF 
@ The Center 

The LGBT Catholic Organiza¬ 
tion, Dignity San Francisco, 
will hold its second annual 
Christmas Eve Mass at the 
Center, 1800 Market Street, 
at 8:30pm. All are welcome 
to gayly celebrate the arrival 
of Christmas. Info: Dignity SF 
Co-Chair John Brown at 415- 
355-2607. 


Tenderloin Tessie 
Holiday Dinner @ 

First Unitarian Church 

Tenderloin Tessie Holiday 
Dinners, an all-volunteer or¬ 
ganization, provide a welcom¬ 
ing, comfortable, hot dinner 
to the elderly, disabled, dis¬ 
placed, families with children, 
and the homeless, always in¬ 
cluding the alone and lonely 
who do not have a family or a 
place to go. Volunteer mem¬ 
bers of the leather communi¬ 
ty, the drag community, 
politicians and many others 
tend to the guests. The din¬ 
ners are a sit-down affair with 
an attempt to create a family 
atmosphere. Free. 11am- 
4pm. Volunteers are needed 
for: Kitchen and Set up on 
Xmas Eve, Dec. 24, 4-7pm; 
Dining Room on Xmas Day, 
llam-4pm; Clean up on 
Xmas Day, 4-6pm. First Uni¬ 
tarian Church, 1187 Franklin 
(at Geary). To volunteer, con¬ 
tact Toby at 255-7503 or 
Tom Basch 922-0422. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 



Golden Gate Performing Arts, Inc. 
& Lo Crema Winery 
Proudly Present the 14th Annual 


Performed by the 

SAN FRANCISCO 
GAY MEN'S CHORUS 

DR, KATHLEEN McGUIRE 
Artistic Director & Conductor 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2003 

Performances at 
5:00 PM, 7:00 PM, & 9:00 PM 
at the CASTRO THEATRE 

TICKETS $15.00 in advance 

$20 at the door 
SFGMC Office - 4053 18th St„ SF 

by phone 

415-865-3650 

or online at 

WWW.SFGMC.ORG 

Tickets also available at: 

A Different Light Bookstore — 489 Castro $t., SF 


Bsfghic 

SAN FRANCISCO 

26 TH 


Featuring Special Guest 
Meg Mackay in: 

A Tribute to The Carpenters 




co-presenters: y 

kinko's loehmanns AA LA CREMA 
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Essential truths 

Buddhist paintings at Berkeley Art Museum 


by Michael McDonagh 


an the West be saved? And 
by the West I don’t mean 
this continental shelf we’re 
perched on facing Asia, but our 
“It’s all about me” culture, which 
seems to be imploding both fi¬ 
nancially and personally wherever 
you look. Put even more broadly, 
can we be saved from ourselves 
and each other, and achieve en¬ 
lightenment? Or maybe we 
should just accept the world as it 
is and us as we are, and just go 
from there? These are just a few of 
the questions provoked by the 
Berkeley Art Museum’s show 
Awakening: Buddhist Paintings 
from Tibet, China, and Japan, 
which occupies its two Asian gal¬ 
leries through Feb. 22. Though it’s 
a small exhibit (there are only 16 
pieces), it’s exquisite and should 
provoke thought. 


Buddhism isn’t a pie-in-the- 
sky religion, but one that de¬ 
mands that one confront oneself 
as one is. The American Buddhist 
nun Pema Chodron puts it this 
way in her book Awakening Lov¬ 
ing-Kindness, “The point is not to 
try to change ourselves. It’s about 
befriending who we are already. 
The ground of practice is you or 
me or whoever we are right now, 
just as we are.” The pieces here, 
though quiet, are certainly con¬ 
frontational. 

That clearly applies to the Ti¬ 
betan one representing the Thou¬ 
sand-Armed, Thousand-Eyed 
Avalokitsevara. This deity is “the 
Lord who looks with compassion 
on suffering beings,” though his 
top two heads are those of the 
wrathful Mahakala, who protects 
Buddhist practitioners on the 
road to enlightenment, and Aval- 
okitsevara’s divine father Amitab- 
ha, perhaps symbolizing how 


anger is fear which blinds us from 
seeing reality, and keeps us from 
knowing that our real Buddha na¬ 
ture is compassion. 

This thangka (rolled painting 
or scroll) is one of several in the 
show collected by the American 
Theos Bernard (1908-47), one of 
the first Westerners to travel to 
Tibet in order to study its myster¬ 
ies first-hand. Bernard, who wrote 
a book about his experiences 
called Land of 1,000- Buddhas, 
aroused much interest in esoteric 
Eastern practices. With a piece as 
beautiful as this thangka, which 
dates from the late 19th to early 
20th century, it’s easy to see why. 
The East, after all, offers a com¬ 
pletely different and inherently 
psychological way of viewing the 
world. 

The Tibetan thangka The 
Wheel of Life, from the same peri¬ 
od, also from the Bernard collec¬ 
tion, clearly does that. It’s an 
evocative and very colorful paint¬ 
ing which charmingly depicts the 
three poisons: greed, hatred, and 
ignorance, in the innermost circle; 
and the barriers to enlighten¬ 
ment: craving, clinging, impulses, 
and so forth, in the outermost. 
The things which keep us from at¬ 
taining Buddhahood couldn’t be 
more clearly or cleverly pictured, 
and .the delicacy of the rendering 
keeps something didactic from 
seeming so. 

Perfect world 

The 17th-century Japanese 




Ve-Cef-Email : 1 — 


Last night was my first visit to SF Jacks...It was a 
plunge into a pool of erotic bliss.,.1 felt I was part 
of some primordial sexual rite being celebrated 
with a loving community of men...What a joyful 
experience!...! became ’The Thing Itself.' - Bud 




Doors: 7:30 - 8:30 PM only 
Info: 415-267-6999 * SFJoeks.com 




Don’t piss it away. 

Your opportunity to advertise with us this Holiday Season that is. 

fiw Area Reporter Holiday Deadlines are as follows: 
Issue 52, Street Date December 23rd...the deadline was 
yesterday, December 17th at noon - you missed it. 
But, you can stilll make Issue 01, Street Date December 30th... 
the deadline is Tuesday, December 23rd at noon for ALL ads. 
Call 415.861.5019 or email BARadv@aol.com for details. 



Unknown artist, China, Vajrabhairava, the Bodhisattva Manjusri in His 
Horrific Form (1512), ink and colors on silk 


Landscape with Buddhist Temples 
and Figures by Unkoku Toteki 
presents a magical view of moun¬ 
tains and temples floating in a 
copper-pewter ground. Its man- 
dala-like structure (the temples 
occupy the middle part) gives it 
an architectural solidity and 
grandeur, which makes perfect 
sense because mandalas are per¬ 
fected environments. This ink- 
and-colors-on-silk painting in all 
likelihood shows the Isle of Im¬ 
mortals in the Eastern Japan Sea, 
associated with the Buddha of 
Healing. The ordinary universe is 
built on ignorance (just look 
around), while this one is unal¬ 
loyed bliss, as well as a perfected 
state to which all seekers after en¬ 
lightenment aspire. 

I was lucky to meet the young 
up-and-coming American artist 
Helen Mirra when I caught Awak¬ 


ening, and took a look at her just- 
ready Matrix show, 65 Instants, 
with museum publicist Rod Mac- 
Neil. Its title refers to the number 
of perceivable things in a mo¬ 
ment. The artist’s pieces are on 
identically-sized reclaimed pallet 
wood, which she paints. These 
looked appropriately ghostly and 
seemed to vanish just as I looked 
at them. And they reminded me 
of what my psychic told me once: 
“Love, but'don’t hold on,” because 
in the attachment to, we suffer. 
That’s good advice for anyone, 
whether or not they’re in Bud¬ 
dhist practice. Just be open. Flow. 
In mind, and surely heart. ▼ 


Berkeley Art Museum’s third 
Buddhist-themed show, The 
Garden, opened Dec. 7. Info: 
(510) 642-1295, 



333 UilAsdeiA. 


I MONDAY: Get more bang for yourTcTMnniisac^ 

.rREEentry befor e midnight ‘ 

in FREE before rmdnight 
with valid student ID __ 


| ^Membership required. Offer ends 4/1 /04 

333 Linden: SF's newest sex dub for gay and bi men 

6pm-6am M-F 333linden.com 

12noon-6am Sun/Sat 415.863.1610 
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Don’t want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time'" with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'" account from any touch-tone phone! 


Couples □ 
Others □ 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


Daytime Telephone 


Evening Telephone 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


mitAL 


K 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Versatile Stud 

Wanting studly men in Contra Costa 
City. Top or bottom. Kick back or 
dominant types with a nice big one 
A+. Beer can size dick for your plea¬ 
sure. Partner available. Safe sex 
only. S 72911 


Straight Guys dig my Cocksucking 

And I am good at it. Call me, we 
can watch video, jo, ”69", party, 
etc. Str8 guys contact me. S 72912 


Looking for Guys in Marin 

I'm seeking guys who live in Marin 
and north of there for fun and good 
times, hung a plus. S 72913 


To share Great Times! 

Sexy attractive guy, well hung and 
good looking seeks guys who are 
hung to watch videos, have fun etc.. 
Call me. S 72914 


Guys in San Jose and Surrounding 

Areas. Call me if you want to have a 
good time. Hung a plus. We can 
watch videos, listen to musci etc.. S 
72915 


On call Free Oral Servicing 

GWM will BJ/Rim/JO/Massage an 
hour minimum For incredible release. 
No reciprocation necessary. All 
Races welcome but must be 18-28, 
healthy, fit. Santa Cruz Area. Stay 
the Night?? ©71004 


Novice Curious Nudist 

Seeking more experienced buddy for 
heavy, intense J/0, dirty talk, cock 
worship, partying buddy desired. 
Some oral OK, but mostly J/0. Your 
place pm preferred. Not into toys, 
videos, groups, tits, shaved body 
parts, anal. Long partying scenes or 
overnites encouraged. Like to expore 
being nude with another man w/o the 
pressure of performing in a oral/anal 
manner. © 71005 


Need a Dad?? 

Clean, healthy 68yo G.W. Masculine 
dad needs you too! Please be Bi/G. 
W, Masculine and over 0/40. S 
71006 


FETISHES 

ISO Serious Nipple Work out Buddy 

49 yo GWM, 220#, stocky, brn/brn, 
Salt and pepper goatee, tats, pierc¬ 
ings, Smoker and huge erect nipples. 
ISO dominate, masculine nipple pig 
stud for serious nipple workout ses¬ 
sions with growth in mind! Smokers 
A+ Please Call. © 71016 


Feet and Ass Wanted 

I want to suck and sniff your feet while 
I stretch your ass with my fist. Very 
discreet. © 71017 


Nipples- Solid Workouts on Firm 

Hard nipples. Serious to sensuous 
long sessions with mutual satisfac¬ 
tion. No losers, we both win, GWM, 
40's seeks same. S 71018 


Share Zeal for Gay Male Porn 

Do you like DVDs, videos showing 
anal buttplay, and assorted sex inter¬ 
ests. Join my search. © 72903 


Drag Queens, threesomes. 

Me: Mr.XXX, 55 ISO all drag 
queens, 21-40 only, for suck, fuck. 
Cigar smokers, tattoos, 69, pretty 
lips, tight asses. No drugs, alchohol. 
S 72916 


Stroking for Hours 

Seeking masculine/average buddy for 
heavy intense j/o, dirty talk, cock 
worship while drinking/partying. 

Some oral OK. Your place, PM only. 
Not into toys, videos, groups, anal. 
Long party scenes or overnites only. S 
71007 


Bl Kinky Sub Bottom in Bay Area 

B/D, S/M, spanking, C/B/T, being 
rimmed, toys, hard cocks, slave, role- 
play, fireplace, hot tubs, singles or 
couples. Let's meat now! Q 71008 


Play safe. Wear a condom. © SAFE 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


Lady Macbeth 2nd Intermission 11/14 

You (Handsome bear type) standing 
on the first floor wearing brown shirt. 

1 (Filipino-American) was leaving. 

Our eyes met, lingered. Are you 
"moistanddeep"? I'd like to meet! 
Please call. ©71009 

Muni Bus 22 Fillmore 

Sunday Nov 16. You Asian, Me Irish. 
Thought you were with your 
boyfriend. Strong Eye contact. Let's 
Meet. © 72893 

Richard- Hottie on Muni Inbound 

It's David, the boy in tight Wranglers. 
We struck a chord. I'd like to strike 
more. Give me a call and leave your 
number. S 72909 

Blow Buddies Friday Nov. 28 

You bare-chested/shaved head, slim: 
me bare-chested with glasses. 

Would like to meet you. We cruised, 
but did not meet each other. Q 
71000 

Ricardo 

We met waiting for the "F" line at 
Castro about 7 pm. 1 was heading fo 
an art opening. Let's continue our 
conversation. Ernie. S 71001 

SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Looking for Friendship or More 

Brazilian, 37 yo, 57", 142# Brn 
hair and eyes, stable and sincere, ro¬ 
mantic, nice, smooth body seeking 
GWMorGLM. 1 like all types of 

Guys under 45. Must be serious, no 
drugs or heavy drinkers. © 71010 

Looking for Mister Right 

Me 40+ mix brown. 5'9", 160#, 
81/2", Enjoy work, fucking. Will re¬ 
spond to everybody. Q 71011 

Life is about Sharing 

GAM, 37, 57", 155#. Sensitive, 
sincere, caring professional seeks 
thoughtful, giving, masculine, profes¬ 
sional GM who seeks friendship/rela¬ 
tionship. Live 90 minutes outside of 
SF. Will relocate for "The real 

Thing". ©71012 

Muscular Italian American 46yrs 

Stable, sincere, romantic. Seeks a 
smooth Asian to date on a regular 
basis. Please be reliable, sincere. No 
games, BS Q 72905 

Affectionate Seniors 

WM, 48,6',165#,Dk Hair and eyes. 

1 am looking for affectionate seniors 
who enjoy kissing, cuddling, and oral 
pleasures. Possible long term rela¬ 
tionship. Lone wolves, husky, beard¬ 
ed, not into mainstream a plus, 
Smokers OK. No gay scene or 
lifestyle please. © 72906 

Free Spaghetti 

Win a delicious meal by answering 
this ad. If you are a slender, mascu¬ 
line guy 18 to 45. Cook is slender, 
masculine WM, 44. Into Friendship 
and Naked body contact. Q 72907 

Bubble Butt Latin/Asian Boy 

5'8", 140, 35, looking for others for 
hot time kicking it. One-on-one, cou¬ 
ples, groups. Like all types of guys. 

© 72894 

48 yo, In shape Handsome Man 

Looking for LTR with same. Age, 
race, to p, bottom not important. In 
shape gym toned body and cool atti¬ 
tude a must. S 72895 


Mutual JO and 69 Play 

I am Latin, 40yo, 57", 153#, 

HIV+, Healthy, slim muscular body, 
smooth round butt, husky Look. ISO 
masculine GWM/GLM with smafl size 
25/40 yrs, slim, smooth, HIV+, 
healthy. Safe sex. 5'5" to 5'10". 

No drugs. Please be serious. © 
72896 


Seeking Friendship or More 

GWM, 33yo, 5'10, 160#, brn hr, brn 
eyes, HIV+, healthy, Seeking others 
for dating or possible relationship. 
Like movies, books, cooking and fit¬ 
ness. Age, race unimportant. © 
72897 


Body Contact-SouthBay/Santa 

Clara. Me: Very Clean-UB2 or for¬ 
get it. HIV- only! Hot 44 yo white 
male. 6'1", 225#, Hzl/grey, seeking 
hot daddy/bear type to keep me warm 
this winter. S 72910 


Snuggler- (not smuggler)! Seeks 

companion - Southern Contra Costa ( 
Alamo, Danville, WC) for warm nights 
together. Interest in Trains, Trams, 
Travel, Opera, Symphony, Asian Lan¬ 
guages, Love, love, love! Q 71002 


Handsome Libra Looking for Love 

HIV+ GWM, SF, Likes music, art. 
Looking for more than a one night 
stand. No drugs, pot ok... 6'Br Hr, 
Breyes ©71003 


LESBIANS 


Lonely in Reno Need a PenPal 

Single white lesbian looking to con¬ 
verse with any single women with 
hopes of possibly something more. I 
enjoying camping, horses, and spooky 
movies. No drugs or heavy drinkers. 
© 72904 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Spank your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11', 175#, 
seeks well-built bottom with nice 
round ass for over-the-knee spank¬ 
ing, role playing and plowing your 
ass. ©71013 


Fat & Chubby Men & Dildoes 

Looking to start a regular dildoe 
party with big men. Hefty GBM, 
5'11", 270#, big tits, hung, seeks 
big, fat men who like their bodies and 
like dildoes. ©71014 


Older 

I love older men and women. I am 
52, in decent shape, clean, educated 
and horny. Will treat you well. Q 
71015 


Sacramento Area 

GWM HIV-, tight little bottom, fan¬ 
tastic cocksucker. Needs long ses¬ 
sions of being fist fucked, and you can 
stay overnight, or longer. © 72898 


Bear Back Trick Rider 

Hung, HIV + Top, 50, 5'8", 
200#,S/P/B, 7.5cut, with stamina 
plus. Into 2-5 hour sessions. Looking 
for HIV+ lean to muscular bottom, 
any age/race for one night stand or 
LTR. © 72899 


Versatile Boyish Asian 

Seeks smooth gym toned muscular 
WM to kiss and lick all over from 
head to toe. I want to be your new 
oral buddy on a regular basis. © 
72900 


None of the Above? 

If you're not buffed, pretty, hung or 
young enough for those other guys, 
let's get together. I'm poz, 54,5'10' 
155#, S/P hair, and goatee, give 
great head and love getting fucked, 
a 72901 


Mature, Black topman, 5’9”, 180 

Thinning hair, moustache, 8.5". 
Seeking mature masculine submissive, 
bottom man with conservative ap¬ 
pearance. Husky build and mous¬ 
tache a plus. Zip 94501. Phone re¬ 
quired. S 72902 


Butt Naked 

Like masculine guys with tight firm 
butts 18 to 40 with 29 to 32 inch 
waistlines. Masculine WM 44, also 
trim waisted with handsome cock. 
Open to whatever your into. S 72908 


BARl ALK 
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MASSAGE 


MASSAGE 



EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
415 255-0850 DREW 
IN/OUT 


SEXY 

ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 

__E01 

Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26Y/0 ASIAN 

In/Out $60 

DAVE*567-7693 

_E5_l 

Erotic nude Mas by mature in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

__E04 

EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, S'll", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Friendly, gdlkging CMT 5'6", 130, 
warm hands, sensual touch, full body, 
real massge. In/Out. 218-0128 


NATIONALLY CERTIFIED/LECIT 
VI Kl NOAAA5SACE@AOL.COM 

4I5«S19»I39I 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/wknd* 



Specializing in 1 

DEEP BACK AND NECK WORK 

$6o days/$8o nights and wknds 

4154120397 

Relax Release enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 38 CMT 75 min 
$50 Great hands from Stan 641-8221 

_E52 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060 

E51 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. ln/0ut . 3 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 

_EM 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www3r-hideawcy.com ] 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941 


Y Massace A 

Deep & Erotic 
M ALEX ^ 
W 415.652.4625^ 

Y 24hrs. inSF ^ 

E.Bay/Peninsula - Calls OK 

till 9pm 

Out Only. Enjoy! 


Duff 

305-4869 I I Qring 

[ouch 



Steven / 

(415) §26-7990 MM 



Strong, ExpeftanbecifF^Sfessj 
k QWpwk*ie,C.M.T£ 


1ILOW-AWAY FULL-BODY 

DADDY MASSAGE 

LUSH SATISFYING 

•IAS 

CASTRO LOC. 8 G 1-5447 


SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5 , 6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

_ £51 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full-Body TLC 650 367 7528 

_E01-04 

EROTIC 

MASSAGE 

Healing, sensual, loving touch 
Deep tissue, Older men welcomed. 
Hotels, 24 Hours 
Josh, CMT. • (415)346-4677. 

__ ESI 

Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

ESI 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28y/o 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441 2854 

_E5£ 

TRIP TO 
XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6 ' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic FullBody Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

_ E02 

Mack's "FulIBcxfy" Massag? 

In/Out Calls - 415-350-0968 

ESI 

69 OR MORE MINUTES 

To relax, release, heal U from tension 
& worries. Both naked 100% with U. 
Swedish, deep tissue. Sensual intuitive 
professional CMT Italian 36y/o 
63 " i9o#8"cut. Dark skinned, hairy 
fit. In $69(Lower Haight) Out $20 
more. Special dates/sessions avail¬ 
able. Welcome all diverse men. Travel 
Bay Area. (415) 260-0803. RICO 


Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrian.com 


Deep Tissue 

Shiatsu 

Swedish 



COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/$40- 

CALL: 32 5-BBS-5 B75 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and lat nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 

_£51 

Berkeley. Strong/Fit Masseur 
Visa/MC. Kent CMT (510)845-3036^ 

ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative bodywork 552-7417 
Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 

'£51 

HOT DEEP & LONG 

Erotic & therapeutic/both naked/Sexy 
Italian Hunk CMT Versatile. 
190#6'4",8"cut,Diverse body type, 
ages, colors, welcome. Travel Bay 
Area. In call $70, Outcall $90. 

(415) 621-4202. • Lorenzo 

E52 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled,intuitive Swedish bodywork & 
steamin' hot nude erotic touch in 
warm clean studio near Dolores Park 
by tall lean sexy blond w/strong 
hands/deep, hot prostate work by 
appt/60 min = $75/90 min = $90 
2 hr=$100/2.5 hr=$125. Heron 
Saline,CHT 415/706-9740. Leave 
feelin' gooooooood!!! 

Fremont CMT, Jim • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing. Mature. 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217. 

FULLNUDE,FULL RELEASE 

I am a 25 year old model that has 
been in several large publications. 6'3 
216Lbs Blonde hair/blue eyes, I am 
smooth with a 8 X 6 uncut. I have a 
hard, ripped body with a face that 
could stop a freight train. When I 
walk, people stop and stare. My mas¬ 
culinity drives men and women crazy 
alike. I am a great masseur and spe¬ 
cialize in full nude, full release sensu- 
■ al rubdowns From "head to toe!" So 
come on in and release some tension. 
Mike • 415-505-1540. 



Body Electric 
Certified 

CMT 

Private 
Studio in A 
Mission/ ■ 
Castro M 
Area Jr 


In Wi 

only ^ > J5 v 

Jeffrey (415) 595-3887 


r 


Interactive 
Massage 
Therapy. 
Personal 



Fit Castro Daddybear 412-0397 ^ 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

More than just a Massage. 

Intentionl Focused Eroticism. 

Derek, CMT • 415-255-1164. 

_'___£51 

JUST THE BEST 

Very handsome, well-endowed strong, 
gentle and friendly CMT. 465-2662.^ 

PROSTATE BLISS 

and health+full-body by pro. In $60. 
989-7736. Union Square area. 

E03-Q4 

YOU DESERVE THE BEST! 

Nude, full body, deep tissue by 
goodlooking, strong, muscular, 

9 yrs. experience. Release now! 

In Only-Gary @ 305-5609 near 
City Hall. 30-90 minute sessions. ^ 

Sexy blonde will-rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 23yo bottom/smooth 57" 
135# In/Out. 415-210-1526 Sean ^ 

HAIRY 

MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812. Outcalls only. 

£51 

HUGE FAT CUT MEAT 

9X6 Cut, 6 ' 180# 45 full release 

In $60 • Buck • 724-8117. 

__ 102 

San Jose airport area. Hot tub, mas¬ 
sage & bodywork/play in private stu¬ 
dio. Forest, CMT, 408-605-1528. 

[[ESI 

NUDE MASSAGE BY 
SEXY MEXICAN 

27yol50#5/8 Great Looking mascu¬ 
line and friendly. Call Luis 415-846- 
4213. In/Out 

SERIOUS SPORTS MASSAGE 
WWW.BODYSPA-SF.COM 

E 01 

HOT ASIAN MASSEUR 

Call Roy. (415) 385-0502. Esr 

EROTIC MASSAGE GWM 

Hairy Hunk 5'10, 180, Playful 
Jim 415 934-9325 310-6624 

MALE4MALE MASSAGE! 

EROTIC & RELAXING 
Sunnyvale Location. Call for Details. 
650-248-8485 ask for Daniel. 











































































































































18 December 2003 BAY AREA REPORTER 41 


massage 


"(facU * 

Enjoy a sensual San Francisco style 
massage and a Tuvin Peaks view today. 

Tired of soft "fingerpainting" when you need 
a strong deep muscle massage? Oom to Cost™ 


Hot Towel* S Worn Studio 
Strong MMWvotouoh' Soe th* GolAxi Gate from tho top 
*Fk*«f»of»U«l- of Twin Peak*' 

Call Danny @ 647-9777 

<-9pm) Some Day Appf.OK- EZ to Ranchi 



Body-Electric CMT offers hot Butt- 
Prostate massage, erotic enemas, 
Tantric and Much more in a private 
Oakland studio. 10am-9pm. Credit 
cards accepted. Paul 510-437-1999 

WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 
NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

w/Hot,hung,smooth white boy! 

Full body, Hard, Deep and Sensual 
In/Out, Call Joshua (415) 642-1855^ 

Michael's Bodywork. East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT $40/Hour 510-436-3305 

E02 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
deeply Stimulating. $100/90 min. 
40y.o. Blond, 6', 170# Friendly, Sexy. 
Brad(510) 418-0979(ln Berkeley) eq? 

HOT 

MUSCL 

ASIAN 

Deep/Stn)n^FullBody/CMT(408)661-74]^ i 

Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6'1" 
Masculine, well-built, hairy body. 
Relaxing, nurturing. In / Out Calls. 

•ANTON 925-920-0018* 

_ESI. 

Move me,do me, send that loving 
feeling right thru me! Italian, 6',180 
Lbs,8 big inches, sensual massage 
plus more. 10am-9pm. 

John 510-658-2437 

£51 

BODY BARBER 

& Massage Therapist. Shave/Trim/or 
sculpt body hair/relax. Alan CMT 
510-436-3330. 

HOT HAIRY DADDY 

Mature, Rugged 5'8 170 Muscular 
Great rub 9"uc Tony 415-505-3449^ 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Details at www.ascesis.net/gay 
Offering a unique sensual applicatio n 
of deep tissue, sports & Swedish. Lo¬ 
cated near Oak & Gough. See photo 
ad. Steven CMT (415)626-4800 

HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full body Swedish/Sensual 
nice smooth in-shape 5'9",150 (415) 
994-1276. In $65, Out $85. 

LOW RECESSION RATES 

Quality nude erotic, sensual, deep tis¬ 
sue with release by handsome, sexy 
masseur. (West of City Hall). 
552-1561. 


Sexual Rub/8"/Ken/346-4966/$80 ^ 

VALENTE 

Erotic massage by sexy Mexican. See 
my pics: www.gaydar.com/uk/valen- 
temx. Cell 415-342-1675. In/Out. 

_E51 

Massage by roaring fire. Muscular 
w/strong gifted hands & sensual touch 
30 yrs exp. Beaut, warm space 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com. 810-8140 &j 

HOT GQ MODEL 

5'8" 160 Older Guys Only. 

Dave * 415-424-9879 

_EM 

OAKLAND C.M.T. 

Italian,ex-football jock,offers profes¬ 
sional, therapeutic,erotic massage. 

11 years experience $70/75 minutes 
Peter 415-378-7805 (cell) 
www.l-knead-you.com 

___E51 

GREAT PROSTATE MAGIC 

with real nude full body massage. 

Nice to look at. Sexy, nice chest. 
Reduced Holiday Rates, Centrally 
Located. Well experienced. Call 
415-244-9924. Shower available. 

E52 

Sensual*San Jose* 408-729-7156. 

E 02 

EASTBAY NUDE MASSAGE 

Warm, friendly slender guy gives 
erotic fullbody massage. $40/Hour. 

No calls after 11pm, please 
Relax & Enjoy Jim 510-527-7630 

£04 

CONSISTENTLY TOLD 

"The best massage I've ever had!" 
Very gdlkg, muscular & friendly. 
Therapeutic or Therapeutic/Erotic 
(hung big). Avail thru 12/26. Bobby 
619-987-2142. 

Relaxing Swedish Massage. 38, 6'2, 
195,handsome with strong hands. 
$55/hr in only, anytime. Rob 415- 
845-4807. 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

Latino boy 25yo Danny 305-6856 
Friendly, sexy, slim,5'7", 130# eo? 

Magical Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364 




SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 


Erwan 

| t 

J&* 


Swedish, 
deep massage 

Monday-Saturday 

9am-7pm 

415.282.2255 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports, Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 

Jefe CMT, 994-4665 



Erotic Reiki provides sexual 
empowerment & deep inner peace! 
www.dhamiboo.com/ers.html 


Oakland fullbody Swed. Massge 
Sensual, nurturing, Relaxing and re¬ 
lease. John, CMT 510-291-4157. 


Hot Pecs*Brown Tight Bod*24 Hrs. 
Friendly*Discreet*0ut*540-0269 


Outstanding Swedish/Deep Tissue 
by very handsome strong CMT. 

Derek 415-424-0148 10am-ll:45pm 


NEW: SUPREME LUXURY 
2 HANDSOME CMT’S 
4 HANDS AT ONCE 

Incredible Swedish/Deep Tissue 
$200/75 mins. 415-424-0148 
or 415-359-7005. In/Out. 


Flu epidemic! How to protect yourself:by 

BOOSTING YOUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM 248% WITH 

Transfer Factor. Mike 510-436-3305 


SEXY 

ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26Y/0 ASIAN 

In/Out $60 

DAVE*567-7693 


Erotic nude Mas by mature in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 


EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 



BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Friendly, gdlkging CMT 5'6", 130, 
warm hands, sensual touch, full body, 
real massge. In/Out. 218-0128 

£52 

Relax Release enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 38 CMT 75 min 
$50 Great hands from Stan 641-8221 

_ES2 

FIRESIDE 

MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060 

£51 

FEEL THE 
DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out. 

E03 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 3 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 




415 - 359-3657 

www.JamesMassage.com 



*** ^ 0 / 


$100 415.414.0792 





Swedish/Shiatsu 

415 . 505.4351 


SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com 

COMPLETE 

FULLBODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941^ 

SJSFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

___EM 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 


EROTIC MASSAGE 

Healing, sensual, loving touch 
Deep tissue, Older men welcomed. 
Hotels, 24 Hours 
Josh, CMT. • (415) 346-4677. 
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llliifliH 1 


MASSAGE 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 




Call RON 

fSm ( 415 ) 235-2755 
In/OutW 
$100-2 hr 
25 - 5 / 7”-138 


Professional Foo^ Body 
with Aroma Oi 


THAI MASSAGE 



MrfffTtMPUS 



www.shimtantra.com 


erotic 


body 

and 


spirit 

Shim 97 



Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28y/o 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441 2854 


TRIP TO 
XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic FullBody Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


Mack's "FullBocy' Massage 
In/Out Calls-415-3500968 


69 OR MORE MINUTES 

To relax, release, heal U from tension 
& worries. Both naked 100% with U. 
Swedish, deep tissue. Sensual intuitive 
professional CMT Italian 36y/o 
6'3" 190#8"cut. Dark skinned, hairy 
fit. In $69(Lower Haight) Out $20 
more. Special dates/sessions avail¬ 
able. Welcome all diverse men. Travel 
Bay Area. (415) 260-0803. RICO 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and lat nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 



MEDi[ApAcCUppif 

■pjEtyPEUliC itypUGk SENSUAL 
By Handsome Asian W\j\ 

jARyis 510 - 701-7989 


Berkeley. Strong/Fit Masseur 
Visa/MC. Kent CMT (510)845-3036. 


ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative bodywork 552-7417 
Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 

_ESI 

HOT DEEP & LONG 

Erotic & therapeutic/both naked/Sexy 
Italian Hunk CMT Versatile. 
190#6'4",8"cut,Diverse body type, 
ages, colors, welcome. Travel Bay 
Area. In call $70, Outcall $90. 

(415) 621-4202. • Lorenzo 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled,intuitive Swedish bodywork & 
steamin' hot nude erotic touch in 
warm clean studio near Dolores Park 
by tall lean sexy blond w/strong 
hands/deep, hot prostate work by 
appt/60 min = $75/90 min = $90 
2 hr=$100/2.5 hr=$125. Heron 
Saline,CHT 415/706-9740. Leave 
feel in' gooooooood!!! 


Fremont CMT, Jim • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing. Mature. 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217. 


FULLNUDE,FULL RELEASE 

I am a 25 year old model that has 
been in several large publications. 6'3 
216Lbs Blonde hair/blue eyes, I am 
smooth with a 8X6 uncut. I have a 
hard, ripped body with a face that 
could stop a freight train. When I 
walk, people stop and stare. My mas¬ 
culinity drives men and women crazy 
alike. I am a great masseur and spe¬ 
cialize in full nude, full release sensu¬ 
al rubdowns From "head to toe!" So 
come on in and release some tension. 
Mike • 415-505-1540. 


Fit Castro Daddybear 412-0397 


www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

More than just a Massage. 
Intentionl Focused Eroticism. 
Derek, CMT • 415-255-1164. 


Transformative 

Bodywork 

Dave, 

MA., C.M.T. 
in Fairfax 


415 • 497 • 92OO 

http://www.cardinalway.com 


Dean 6'6” 2401bs 
§75/In 
415.225.7743 

The Po werO fTouch 




JUST THE BEST 

Very handsome, well-endowed strong, 
gentle and friendly CMT. 465-2662.^ 

PROSTATE BLISS 

and healthfull-body by pro. In $60. 
989-7736. Union Square area. 


YOU DESERVE THE BEST! 

Nude, full body, deep tissue by 
goodlooking, strong, muscular, 

9 yrs. experience. Release now! 

In Only-Gary @ 305-5609 near 
City Hall. 30-90 minute sessions. 


Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 23yo bottom/smooth 57" 
135# In/Out. 415-210-1526 Sean 


HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812. Outcalls only. 


HUGE FAT 
CUT MEAT 

9X6 Cut, 6' 180# 45 full release 
In $60 • Buck • 724-8117. 

_EO 

San Jose airport area. Hot tub, mas¬ 
sage & bodywork/play in private stu¬ 
dio. Forest, CMT, 408-605-1528. 


NUDE MASSAGE BY 
SEXY MEXICAN 

27yol50#5/8 Great Looking mascu¬ 
line and friendly. Call Luis 415-846- 
4213. In/Out 


SERIOUS SPORTS MASSAGE 
WWW.BODYSPA-SF.COM 

EJH 

HOT ASIAN MASSEUR 

Call Roy. (415) 385-0502. 


EROTIC MASSAGE GWM 

Hairy Hunk 5'10,180, Playful 
Jim 415 934-9325 310-6624 


MALE4MALE MASSAGE! 

EROTIC & RELAXING 
Sunnyvale Location. Call for Details. 
650-248-8485 ask for Daniel. 


STRONG, HEALING 

MASSAGE 



GIDVANNI415-522-1909 





Body-Electric CMT offers hot Butt- 
Prostate massage, erotic enemas, 
Tantric and Much more in a private 
Oakland studio. 10am-9pm. Credit 
cards accepted. Paul 510-437-1999 

WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 

E51 

NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

w/Hot,hung,smooth white boy! 

Full body, Hard, Deep and Sensual 
In/Out, Call Joshua (415) 642-1855^ 

Michael's Bodywork. East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT $40/Hour 510-436-3305 


EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
deeply Stimulating. $100/90 min. 
40y.o. Blond, 6', 170# Friendly, Sexy. 
Brad(510) 418-0979(ln Berkeley) 


HOT MUSCL 
ASIAN 

Desp'Slran9''FullBody/CMT(408i4Al-7415 


Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6T 
Masculine, well-built, hairy body. 
Relaxing, nurturing. In / Out Calls. 

•ANTON 925-920-0018• 


Move me,do me, send that loving 
feeling right thru me! Italian, 6',180 
Lbs,8 big inches, sensual massage 
plus more. 10am-9pm. 

John 510-658-2437 


BODY 

BARBER 

& Massage Therapist. Shave/Trim/or 
sculpt body hair/relax. Alan CMT 
510-436-3330. 


HOT HAIRY DADDY 

Mature, Rugged 5'8 170 Muscular 
Great rub 9"uc Tony 415-505-3449. 

£51 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Details at www.ascesis.net/gay 
Offering a unique sensual applicatio n 
of deep tissue, sports & Swedish. Lo¬ 
cated near Oak & Gough. See photo 
ad. Steven CMT (415)626-4800 


HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full body Swedish/Sensual 
nice smooth in-shape 5'9",150 (415) 
994-1276. In $65, Out $85. 

LOW RECESSION RATES 

Quality nude erotic, sensual, deep tis¬ 
sue with release by handsome, sexy 
masseur. (West of City Hall). 



Sexual Rub/8"/Ken/346-4966/$80 

£02 

VALENTE 

Erotic massage by sexy Mexican. See 
my pics: www.gaydar.com/uk/valen- 
temx. Cell 415-342-1675. In/Out. 


Massage by roaring fire. Muscular 
w/strong gifted hands & sensual touch 
30 yrs exp. Beaut, warm space 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com. 810-8140^ 

HOT GQ MODEL 

5'8" 160 Older Guys Only. 

Dave * 415-424-9879 


OAKLAND C.M.T. 

Italian,ex-football jock,offers profes¬ 
sional, therapeutic,erotic massage. 

11 years experience $70/75 minutes 
Peter 415-378-7805 (cell) 
www.l-knead-you.com ^ 

GREAT PROSTATE 
MAGIC 

with real nude full body massage. 
Nice to look at. Sexy, nice chest. 
Reduced Holiday Rates, Centrally 
Located. Well experienced. Call 
415-244-9924. Shower available. 


Sensual*San Jose* 408-729-7156. 

E 02 

EASTBAY 
NUDE MASSAGE 

Warm, friendly slender guy gives 
erotic fullbody massage. $40/Hour. 

No calls after 11pm, please 
Relax & Enjoy Jim 510-527-7630 


CONSISTENTLY 

TOLD 

"The best massage I've ever had!" 
Very gdlkg, muscular & friendly. 
Therapeutic or Therapeutic/Erotic 
(hung big). Avail thru 12/26. Bobby 
619-987-2142. 


Relaxing Swedish Massage. 38, 6'2, 
195,handsome with strong hands. 
$55/hr in only, anytime. Rob 415- 
845-4807. 


SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

Latino boy 25yo Danny 305-6856 
Friendly,sexy,slim,57", 130# eo2 

Magical Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364.^ 

Erotic Reiki provides sexual 
empowerment & deep inner peace! 
www.dhamiboo.com/ers.html 


Oakland fullbody Swed. Massge 
Sensual, nurturing, Relaxing and re¬ 
lease. John, CMT 510-291-4157. 

Hot Pecs*Brown Tight Bod*24 Hrs. 
Friendly*Discreet*0ut*540-0269 ^ 

Outstanding Swedish/Deep Tissue 
by very handsome strong CMT. 

Derek 415-424-0148 10am-ll:45pm 


NEW: SUPREME LUXURY 
2 HANDSOME CMT’S 
4 HANDS AT ONCE 

Incredible Swedish/Deep Tissue 
$200/75 mins. 415-424-0148 
or 415-359-7005. In/Out. 
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MODELS/FsnnpT* 


fmimm 

MASCULINE TOP MID 40s 6’3185' 
SCENES FROM SLOW, SENSUAL 
& PASSIONATE TO LEATHER & KINK, 
cvo, S. URR,ED * discreet 
EXPLORE SOMETHING NEW WITH ME! 


mmummm 



Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN 

TOP 

$80/$lQD * JIM 269-5707 

Mike, 38, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 

___E02-04 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

_ -_ESI 

CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

_JE52 

Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 

_E£i 

Hot, masculine w/buzzcut & goatee- 

SHVD.HEAD STUD 

6 ft., ez-goin'well-hung, big balls 
Clint*415-540-5311*in/out. 24hrs. 
See pics-swingonmything@aol.com E5i 

AFFECTION 

STUD 

WWW.M4MESCORT.COM 

27 GWM 6 ' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_ _E02 

WWW. 

TOTALTOP 

.COM 

_E02 

STEELWORKER 

6-1,180#, muscular, 9inch cut, 

29yrs, Top call Steve 415-595-3064 

E52 

Anything goes Asian 57" 135lbs 
Tom 415-412-7261 

_E52 

Sexy,smooth,cute boy. 21, Br/Br 
Fun,Friendly. 415-540-1024. Out^ 

S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9",170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tattooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 

_ES^ 

Latin Macho daddy/6'/180/38yo/well 
defined body strong legs, big smooth 
bubble butt/big balls/very well hung. 
Versatile. Call Joe 415-225-4963 

EM 

Bl BLACK STUD TOP 

Handsome Hung Discreet Friendly 
and Drug-Free. • Out Only 
CEDRIC • 510 776-5945 

Jeff 415-215-8396 $120/hr Out 

GENTLE/INTENSE FIST 

http://www.masterjeff.com/escort 



SEXY ISRAELI 

Very handsome, green eyes, great body, 
gorgeous butt & very well hung. Will fulfill 
your fantasies and more. 207-6486. 

__EOl 

Hot blonde w/green eyes 

SEXY NEW BOY TOY 

57" 135# Smooth/Bottom 23yo Boy 
In/Out Calls-Jason 415-595-2136. 

___E52 

HORNY FRIENDLY DUDE 

28,5'6",140#,smooth athletic 
hot. Great tool, sweet ass. 

Patrick 415-846-2824. SF Only. 

__ ESI 

http://www.sffootplay.com/ 

SIZE 12 FEET 

COLLEGE BOY-21 YO WM 

$120 Out Only 415-739-9217 Pjt^ 

AFFECTIONTE 
KISSABLE, CUTE 
BOTTOM BOY 

LET ME MAKE YOU SMILE! 

26,slim,smooth, & I love to kiss 
Blond, Blue & Tattooed; No drugs 
I am well-read, conversational & 
friendly; STD & Ego free!!!! 

$120,Out only. 415-871-4228,SEAN 

ESI 

6'2"-160Lbs-Br/BI/Hung 7-Cutie 

21 Y/0 HOT BOY 

TALL*YOUNG*HORNY WM 
323-251-1151 - SHAWN 

Outcalls Only-In SF$120/Hr. 

$140 In South/East Bay Nr. BART 

E03 

U ni fbrmecVBooted/ArmecyDominant 

LEATHER COP 

PvL Training Facil. 413821-1342 
DogCopSF@hotmail.com ^ 

Redhead All-American 

BOY NEXT DOOR 

$150 Bo McCain 415-309-9866 
www.bomccain.com 

_E52 

21,5'11,150,cute,smooth,toned, Hung 
415-210-9291. Out Only. 

_ E0I-2004 

CUTE SEXY SKATER BOY 

Pierced fun friendly versatile 
25 57"150#s Toned Green Eyes 
Mischievous&Horny Nik • 560-0058 ) 

Xmas Relief. New Year? New Fist! 

SF House Calls • Morlex*679-3320 

.ES2 

STR8 HOT PLEASURE 

5'9" 185#Blond Blue Muscular!!! 

SM OK. 415-995-7550. Mike 

8 " Naked Play/Ken/346-4966/$80 eq2 

SERVICE A STRAIGHT 

WELL-ENDOWED-LOVES GIRLS 
BUT NEEDS CASH 

WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 
415-240 0895 • 24 HRS. 



plApH SfORJS 

Got a kinky side? like it intense or kidkack? 
Tale it slow li Set 190*, 6' Jopinan 

415 . 436,9379 


Frat Boy Hunk 

Solid Muscular Pecs, Abs & Legs 
Deep throat and young jock ass 
5'9", 155#,30W,8" 640-4045 

'' 'EOl 


"enforcing the penal code" 

6’4 BIG X COP 

Bi,shaved head/goatee, #12 feet, 
#8 rod. New to area:$110 out 
only. Call Badge:(510)258-2229 
email: badgell04@hotmail.com 


WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 


Masculine Bottom Escort 830-1364 


HOT NEW ESCORT IN TOWN 

Very masculine 28yr old with a hard ripped 
body. I have a knack for making every fan¬ 
tasy come true 6',200Lbs BIcVBI. Older and 
married gentlemen encouraged. Discretion 
is extremely important Located downtown. 
In/Out 24/7.415 595 7187. J.C. 


REDHEAD ALL AMERICAN 
BOY NEXT DOOR 

$150 Bo McCain 415-309-9866 
www.bomccain.com. 


HANDSOME MASCULINE SENSUAL 

BLUE COLLAR TOP 

32yo,5'll"170# brrVbl 8 "cut In/Out 24/7 

JAKE • 415-336-1584. 


19YR HOT TWINK 

5'6/128/Latin/White Mix 
Vers/In/Out. Jay • 240-8126. 


EUROPEAN PORN MODEL 

5'9",215#,10X6,35yo, muscle body- 
builder.Out 24/7 415-239-6916, 
415-225-8827. Antony 


Hot Yng Ath Blk 9" 

Out Only Tevin 415-724-2704. 


FUN, FRIENDLY,EXCITING. 

Massage Plus! Verygdlkg! Excep¬ 
tion! body,5'8",150Lbs, exquisite 
hazel eyes and hung big. Erotic. Your 
complete satisfaction is my pleasure. 
Masculine Discreet Avail thru 12/26 
Bob • 619-987-2142. 



iackvandean.com 


415-571 5672 


hairy butt 
versatile 
-cut 





ITALIAN STUD 


DAVID 9X7 UNCUT 

6'2", 165#, swimmers build, Top 

PGR:415*540*8733 

_,_ESI 

FITNESS TRAINER 

Tennis, Running, weight training and 
eating habits. Call Tony at 415-595- 
3064 pgr 888-699-2325. $65 per 
hour. 

E52 

*Handsome*Masculine*Soma Dude 

•KICKS BACK FOR YOU!!* 

5'll*175*B/GR*Mid 30's*8" Cut 
Xmas Special $60/ln-Randy 309-1032^ 

HOT LATINO GUY 

Erik 305-6856 Cute, slim, bnVgm 
cleancut,smooth body, versatile, 

7X6,57",130#,Gym toned. 25 yrs. 

5'8X150#,23Yrs,smooth buff, 8 " cut 

STRT LATIN STUD 

Kicks Back Ronaldo 415-994-9409 

ESI 

HOT BOY FOR RENT 

5'11" 170Lbs Brwn Hair/Eys 
German-Hispanic Hot, Hung 8 in + 
Fred-Out Only. 415-573-7062. 

___ESI 

EUROPEAN 

student 8.5 Uncut In/Out Downtown 
Marco 415 244 4682. 

_E51 

Young and Fun Black Dude 22. Call 
Mike • 724-8133. 

_jm 

Anthony nasty vers top 

91/2X6 

6'2"180,blk hair/br eyes. Fun. play. 

2 person av 24/7. Serv all Bay Area. 
Ph Anthony • 415-724-5140. 


JUST TURNED 18 

Hot,exotic twink, nice kid, very out¬ 
going, fun to be with, fresh 18, 5'11' 
135 blk/brn, Black, Smooth twink 
type bod, 8 cut vers top, into most 
scenes, have fetish or fantasy? Call 
me, Chad 415-205-6423. 



*HOT HAWAIIAN FILIPINO* 

32, smooth & muscular for erotic 
massage. Alan @ (415) 407-1554.^ 

SF HOTBOY 

Blk 6'0 175 hot body 25, 8 " cot Oot 
only. Serving Oak&SF. Call Bo 707- 
373-5457 or email 
uptwnlngfrm23@aol.com £5j 

28yo,5'9",150#,29W,40C, smooth 
Your fantasy? Strip show? And? 

CLASSIC ASIAN 

LM 415-846-9911 $120 Out Only 


Brown*Uncut*Hot Pecs/Bod*24 Hr 
Friendly*Discreet*0ut*540-0269 


23/577120 In/Out 994-3763 

CUTE MEXICAN BTM 


YOUNG CUTE STEPHEN 

Affectionate playful and fun 
6'2,155#,brown/blue-green, thin 
8 "uncut,versatile, Outcalls only 
Pics on eros-guide.com 240-7765 


HOT HUNG LATIN TOP 

Feeling Hungry? 25, 57", 140. 
Total top with Xtra thick 8 " UC 
Swinging a nice heavy pair of balls. 
Let's go for a ride. 

Eric (415) 505-1239 $200/0ut 

Mike, 38, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

















































































































































44 BAY AREA REPORTER 18 December 2003 




MODELS/ESCORTS 





Handsome Hairy Hung 
6’ 160# 35 All Top 

Reliable Vanilla 

Professsional Kink 

Trustworthy Domination 
Open-Minded Fetish Play 
Discreet Role Play 

Safe Massage 


HPT! 


Its your money 

Demand Quality 

415-256-6743 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

_£52 

Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 eqi 

Hot, masculine w/buzzcut & goatee- 

SHVD.HEAD STUD 

6 ft., ez-goin'well-hung, big balls 
Clint*415-540-5311*in/out. 24hrs. 
See pics-swingonmything@aol.com E5i 

AFFECTION 

STUD 

WWW.M4MESCORT.COM 

27 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 


Aaron Brandt 

Porn Star-Model-Escort 


http://escorts.lookslikeanother. 


WWW. 

TOTALTOP 

.COM 

_E02 

STEELWORKER 

6-1,180#, muscular, 9inch cut, 

29yrs, Top call Steve 415-595-3064 

£52 

Anything goes Asian 57" 135lbs 
Tom 415-412-7261 

_£52 

Sexy,smooth,cute boy. 21, Br/Br 
Fun,Friendly. 415-540-1024. Out. 

____EQI 04 

S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9",170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tattooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 

_E51. 

Latin Macho daddy/67180/38yo/well 
defined body strong legs, big smooth 
bubble butt/big balls/very well hung. 
Versatile. Call Joe 415-225-4963 

£51 

Bl BLACK STUD TOP 

Handsome Hung Discreet Friendly 
and Drug-Free. • Out Only 
CEDRIC • 510 776-5945 

_E52 

Jeff 415-215-8396 $120/hr Out 

GENTLE/INTENSE FIST 

http://www.masterjeff.com/escort 


9x7 

In real inches 


Handsome, Muscular 
and Masculine. 


Honest & Friendly 


$F and SF Bay Area 
Bit gk «||B Scott: 

Mr 415.210.2505 

More information and XXX PICS email: Stanton9x7@aol.com 


Season’s Greetings 



SEXY ISRAELI 

Very handsome, green eyes, great body, 
gorgeous butt & very well hung. Will ftilfill 
your fantasies and more. 207-6486. em 

Hot blonde w/green eyes 

SEXY NEW BOY TOY 

57" 135# SmootfVBottom 23yo Boy 
In/Out Calls-Jason 415-595-2136. 

HORNY FRIENDLY DUDE 

28,5'6", 140#,smooth athletic 
hot. Great tool, sweet ass. 

Patrick 415-846-2824. SF Only. 

http://www.sffootplay.com/ 

SIZE 12 FEET 

COLLEGE BOY-21 YO WM 

$120 Out Only 415-739-9217 Pjr m< 

AFFECTIONTE 
KISSABLE, CUTE 
BOTTOM BOY 

LET ME MAKE YOU SMILE! 

26,slim,smooth, & I love to kiss 
Blond, Blue & Tattooed; No drugs 
I am well-read, conversational & 
friendly; STD & Ego free!!!! 

$120,Out only. 415-871-4228,SEAN 

___ ' £51 

6'2"-160Lbs-Br/BI/Hung 7-Cutie 

21 Y/0 HOT BOY 

TALL-YOUNG-HORNY WM 
323-251-1151 - SHAWN 

Outcalls Only-In SF $120/Hr. 

$140 In South/East Bay Nr. BART em 

U niformetVBootecVArmecVDominant 

LEATHER COP 

Pvt Training Facil. 415-821-1342 
DogCopSF@hotmail.com 

Redhead All-American 

BOY NEXT DOOR 

$150 Bo McCain 415-309-9866 
www.bomccain.com 



21,5'11,150,cute,smooth,toned,Hung 
415-210-9291. Out Only. 

£01-2004 

CUTE SEXY SKATER BOY 

Pierced fun friendly versatile 
25 57"150#s Toned Green Eyes 
Mischievous&Horny Nik • 560-0058 i 

Xmas Relief. New Year? New Fist! 

SF House Calls «Morlex*679-3320^ 

STR8 HOT PLEASURE 

5'9" 185#Blond Blue Muscular!!! 
SM OK. 415-995-7550. Mike 

_EOl 

8 " Naked Play/Ken/346-4966/$80 eo? 

SERVICE A STRAIGHT 

WELL-ENDOWED-LOVES GIRLS 
BUT NEEDS CASH 

WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 
415-240 0895 • 24 HRS. 

£51 

Frat Boy Hunk 

Solid Muscular Pecs, Abs & Legs 
Deep throat and young jock ass 
5'9", 155#,30W,8" 640-4045 


"enforcing the penal code" 

6’4 BIG X COP 

Bi,shaved head/goatee, #12 feet, 
#8 rod. New to area:$110 out 
only. Call Badge:(510)258-2229 
email: badgell04@hotmail.com 

E51 

WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 

_EjO. 

Masculine Bottom Escort 830-1364 

E5 l 

HOT NEW ESCORT IN TOWN 

Very masculine 28yr old with a hard ripped 
body. I have a knack for making every fan¬ 
tasy come true 6',200Lbs Bld/BI. Older and 
married gentlemen encouraged. Discretion 
is extremely important Located downtown. 
In/Out 24/7.415 595 7187. J.C. 



□ Leather Play n 


from Mild to Wild. Sensual S Slow. 
This Top likes to take his time. 
Playroom/sling/most scenes. 

6' 2 ", 188, 45. Castro. 

Call Jay (415) 385-9623 


REDHEAD ALL AMERICAN 
BOY NEXT DOOR 

$150 Bo McCain 415-309-9866 
www.bomccain.com. 

£51 

HANDSOME MASCULINE SENSUAL 

BLUE COLLAR TOP 

32yo,5'll"170# brrVbl 8"cut In/Out 24/7 

JAKE • 415-336-1584. 

£51 

19YR HOT TWINK 

5'6/128/Latin/White Mix 
Vers/In/Out. Jay • 240-8126. 

___E51 

# EUROPEAN PORN MODEL 

*5'9",215#,10X6,35yo, muscle body- 
builder.Out 24/7 415-239-6916, 
415-225-8827. Antony 

E52 

Hot Yng Ath Blk9" 

Out Only Tevin 415-724-2704. 

FUN, FRIENDLY,EXCITING. 

Massage Plus! Very gdlkg! Excep¬ 
tion! body,5'8",150Lbs, exquisite 
hazel eyes and hung big. Erotic. Your 
complete satisfaction is my pleasure. 
Masculine Discreet Avail thru 12/26 
Bob • 619-987-2142. 

_E51_ 

DAVID 9X7 UNCUT 

6'2", 165#, swimmers build, Top 

PGR: 415*540*8733 

_E51 

FITNESS TRAINER 

Tennis, Running, weight training and 
eating habits. Call Tony at 415-595- 
3064 pgr 888-699-2325. $65 per 

h0Ur ' £52 

*Handsome*Masculine*Soma Dude 

•KICKS BACK FOR YOU!!* 

5'll*175*B/GR*Mid 30's*8" Cut 
Xmas Special $60/1 n-Randy 309-1032^ ^ 

HOT LATINO GUY 

Erik 305-6856 Cute, slim, brrVgm 
cleancut,smooth body, versatile, 

7X6,57", 130#,Gym toned. 25 yrs. 

5'8X150#,23Yrs,smooth buff, 8" cut 

STRT LATIN STUD 

Kicks Back Ronaldo 415-994-9409 

E51 

HOT BOY FOR RENT 

5'11" 170Lbs Brwn Hair/Eys 
German-Hispanic Hot, Hung 8 in + 
Fred-Out Only. 415-573-7062. 

EUROPEAN 

student 8.5 Uncut In/Out Downtown 
Marco 415 244 4682. 

Young and Fun Black Dude 22. Call 
Mike • 724-8133. 

Anthony nasty vers top 

91/2X6 

6'2"180,blk hair/br eyes. Fun. play. 

2 person av 24/7. Serv all Bay Area. 
Ph Anthony • 415-724-5140. ^ 

JUST TURNED 18 

Hot,exotic twink, nice kid, very out¬ 
going, fun to be with, fresh 18, 5'11" 
135 blk/brn, Black, Smooth twink 
type bod, 8 cut vers top, into most 
scenes, have fetish or fantasy? Call 
me, Chad 415-205-6423. 
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XXX WER 



Places to Meet Guys for Sex in the Bay Area 

WWW.SQUIRT.ORG 

_ £39-04 

Come see what real men do when they live in 
the desert® 


CLUBAMATEURUSA.COM 


OUR SITE WORKS BECAUSE 
OUR MEMBERS ARE THE HOTTEST 



© 2003 AOVANCED MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 



THE 3RD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
IS M4M NIGHT @ THE STEAMWORKS. 

M4M HOTTIES AND PRIZES ALL NIGHT LONG. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR 
M4M MEMBERS! ~=±~ 


The Steamworks 
2107 4th Street Berkeley, CA 


* re imimsEH.com 


WE DELIVER. 


ORDEQ IN- OR EAT 

• Loads of Locations to look for Sex 

• Live Chat with Guys in the Bay Area 

• Personals & Message Boards 

OVER 5,000 BAY AREA MEMBERS J 

WNNjquirt.org 

PressNet Inc. Squirt Fan Club membership req. for some features. 


YOUR FREE BAY AREA CRUISING GUIDE 



HayAreaReporter Holiday Deadlines are as follows: 
Issue 52, Street Date December 23rd...the deadline was yesterday, December 17th at noon - you missed it. 

But, you can stilll make Issue 01, Street Date December 30th... 
the deadline is Tuesday, December 23rd at noon for ALL ads. 
Call 415.861.5019 or email BARadv@aol.com for details. 
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XXX WEB 


PEOPLE 


big d ck? 

FREE For Hung 8+ 

SexPigso 

simply email your pix to FREE4Hung@yahoo.com 



PEOPLE 



1-900-505-2323 ill www.lnteractiveMale.com 


MEN 

Local * Live • Now 


San Francisco 

415 - 402-1010 

405-257-4411 

925-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-859-2000 

Call Toll FREE 

1'888-399-MALE 



THE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONNECTION 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 


Hot 

localGuys! 

Bay Area s hottest chatline 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 

Try it for 

FREE 


415 - 247-2000 

510 - 814-6699 

707 - 522-5001 

916 - 489-9800 

209 - 473-5959 

559 - 271-9999 


Strictly Sex! 

Record & Listen to personal ads 
code: 1010 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


Bare-Assed Spanking 
Experienced, Safe: 415-929-1185 

|E30-2003 

TOP wants submissive butt pigs. 
415-752-0971. 


San Francisco's #1 Gay Dateline 
Call: 1-900-255-2221. $2.99 min. 
18+. $3.49 connection charge. 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


Paddle/strap/butt 510-654-1122 

Older GM needs yg. GM for written 
relationship: Yashewa Goldsmith P0 
Box 66083, Tucson, AZ 85728-6083 

[[ E01-04 

Great Cocksucker • 285-8390 


Free Head. 510-849-2828 Berkeley 

BiWM 39Y0 6'3" 7" cut kinky bot¬ 
tom ISO single and couples to play 
with. Open to most, also performs odd 
jobs. No job too odd 707 649 9414. 
Be discreet. 


ARE YOU GLBT & OVER 70? 

Elizabeth Stewart of Washington, 
DC is conducting research on sex¬ 
ual satisfaction among people 70 
years and older. Her findings will be 
published in IN THE FAMILY 
magazine. Are you eligible and inter¬ 
ested? The survey is only 13 ques¬ 
tions. Your responses will be con¬ 
fidential and anonymous. For sur¬ 
vey form and any other info,E- 
mail to: elizabeth@efstewart.com 2 

HOMBRES UNIDOS 

Offers groups & social activities for 
Latino men every Weds @ 6:30PM. 
At the Edge Community Center, 
39160 State St, Fremont, CA 94538. 
Confidential! 

Info 510*790-2887. 


SEXY TRANSVESTITE 

Seeks bi-guys to make X-rated 
videos. $25-$75 pay. I'm in 
Marin County, Selena 461-4135 Eoi m 

Bearded dicksucker needed by an 
extra clean HIV-/Br/BI W/M 6/234 
to 10PM Butch 650-274-9200. 


Hot, White Daddy,45,Big ThickDick 
HIV- wants to suck & 69 with hung 
uncut Latins&Blacks.Greg 864-6932 




BAY AREA MEN 


• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 

Free 

( 415 ) 981-8123 


! SAN FRANCISCO 


kiof SPANK mu 

D Fill. EACH MONTH 

he list mum 

/ mmm 


CALLING 

ALL 

MILLIONAIRES! 

Let us do all the work so you can have 
all the fun! We are an exclusive match¬ 
making service for affluent gay men 
seeking a life partner. Visit our website 
to learn more: gaymillionairesclub.com 


HOT 

GUYS 

Looking for a successful guy? Tired of 
all the guys on the Internet who want 
one thing only? Are you fit, attractive 
and ready for LTR? Visit 
gaymillionairesclub.com (free). ^ 

OPERA & 

SYMPHONY 

LOVER? 

GWM,high-tech professional, 53, 
HIV-,brn haur & eyes, 5'11" av build 
ISO fellow music aficionado in his 
30s or 40s, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Area preferred. Visit: 
http://gaymillionairesclub.com client 
ad 2738. (FREE). Bi 

Successful gay white male seeking 
Asian male. I'm 47, 5'10", 160#, 
brown hair and eyes. Interested in 
LTR with a responsible Asian male 
18-35. I enjoy skiing, water skiing, 
horse back riding, volleyball and I 
love life to the fullest. 

301-802-4067 


Great Head 510-849-2828 Berkeley 


BayAreaBeporter 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM 

DEADLINE 

NOONonMONDA' 

Payment must acco 
No ads taken over t 
telephone. If you ha 
question, call 415T 
Display advertising 
available upon requ 

RATES 

indicate 

Type Style 

Here ▼ 

111!)! 

X-BOLD Stops Here ’ 

Mil'll 1 

T BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

f CAPS Stop Here 1 

II II 

r Regular Stops Here t 

II II 1 

r 

f . M M 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 :i 

Mill 

II II 

II II 1 

rnpany ad. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 T 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

II II 1 

y* • i i i i i ii i m i i i i 

II 1 II 


II II 1 

561.5019. - 

rates 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II II II 

II 1 II 

II II 

II II 1 


L..1.1 . .1. 1 . 

1 1 1 1 

II 1 II 

First line, Regular 

All subsequent lines 
CAPS do 

BOLD do 

X-BOLD tr 

4 sn 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

II II 1 

uhlt? price 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 



II II 1 

uble price 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

Mil 1 

iplep,l “ II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Mill 

II II 1 

11 II 

II II 1 

PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

1 MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

D A V APPA 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

__ J 

Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 


Powerhouse this month: 

thursday 12/18 
Wrestling Night & 
Healthy Penis Night 
(Syphillus Screening] 

10 pm 

frlday 12/19 
Holiday Party 
(Hustler a N 0 -NOL..IO pm, 
proceeds support the 
Powerhouse Hustlers 
Softball Team 
go-go softball players 

Sunday 12/28 

SuperTrash~JNeMockstrap 
($100 prize) Contest 
Old school disco 
Dj Bus Station John, 9 pm 



1347 Folsom @Dore Alley 
552.8689 






































































































































































“Joyously 

Worwerful! 

Fabulous Fun. " 

-Jan Wahll'KRON TV/KCBS Radio 


m Knockout CD!” 

- Gene PricS The S.F. Bay Tina 

I n f|* ' 

“A Magnificent Job, ” 

; flUt* * J * I 1 H ’J 

■ Philip Elwood, San FrancisccMChronicle 


^ 4/7 exquisite collection 
o^love songs dreamily 
sung by David Reign.” 

- John Stark, People Magazine 


AVAILABLE AT 

TOWER RECORDS • MARKET & NOE 
STREETLIGHT RECORDS • 2350 MARKET STREET 
davidreign.com 

FOR BOOKING INFORMATION CALL 510-535-0104 


.photo: Brent Martin 































